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Do you know?

7~

* Who started the Nobel Prize?

+ What do dynamite and the Nobel Prize have in common?

* How many patents did Alfred Nobel hold when he died?

* Why are the prizes awarded on 10 December every year?

+ What do Nobel Prize winners win?

* How many Nobel Prize winners have there been between 1901
and 2005?

+ Which Nobel Prize did Nelson Mandela win in 1993?

Read this book and find the answers to these and other questions.

Learn about the Nobel Prize. You’ll be amazed!




Alfred Nobel




Introduction

The Nobel Prize is one of the greatest honours a person can receive
today. As the name of the prize suggests, it has everything to do with a
Swedish scientist, Alfred Nobel.

Alfred Nobel admired people who achieved great things and whose
achievements helped the rest of the world. He decided that these people
should be rewarded for their talent and e

hard work. He believed that they

should receive a prize that would be

- honour / 'ono’ / RE E
; reward /ri'woid / IRE, BE
the world S 2 the Nobel PriZe_ s A AP - R—— - S —

the greatest honour for achievement in



Early years
Alfred Nobel was born in Stockholm, Sweden on 21 October, 1833.
That year, his father moved to St. Petersburg in Russia. In 1842, the

whole family joined him.

In St. Petersburg, Alfred and his brothers did not go to school. They
had their own private teachers. Alfred’s interests lay in physics and
chemistry. When Alfred was 17, he was sent abroad to study chemical
engineering. By that time, he was fluent in five languages: Swedish,

Russian, English, French and German!

Over the next two years
Alfred travelled all over

Europe, and even to

: : : Stockholm / 'stokhoom / Ei 2 /R EE
America. His favourite

J———

g
St. Petersburg / semt 'pirtozbaig / ZRSE E

city, however, was Paris.

St. Petersburg




A dangerous discovery

In Paris, Alfred met an Italian chemist
who had invented nitroglycerine. This
was an explosive liquid that was much
more powerful than gunpowder. The
problem was that it was too dangerous to

be of any use. Small changes in

temperature and pressure could cause it

to explode at anytime.

For a long time, gunpowder
was the only explosive used by
. man. Gunpowder was
/\invented by the Chinese
around the 9th century and it

is still used today in fireworks.

nitroglycerine / naitrou'glisarm /
HCHR  (—F58 R EZs)
explosive / ik'splavstv / SRYEMERY
liquid / 'Iikwid / R4
gunpowder / 'gan paods’ / K25
be of use AN




Alfred became very interested in
nitroglycerine and started
experimenting on ways to use it in
construction work. He knew it could
be very useful for building tunnels

and mines if it was safer to use.

Unfortunately, in a terrible accident
in 1864, Alfred’s brother was killed in
a nitroglycerine explosion. The
Swedish government banned Alfred
from experimenting in the city of
Stockholm, so Alfred had to
continue his experiments on a boat

on Lake Milaren.

ban /ben/ Z1E

explosion / ik'splouzan / R 1E




Success

In 1863, Alfred moved back to Sweden and a year later, he finally solved
the problem. He mixed silica and nitroglycerine and formed an
explosive paste. This was much more stable to use. He called his

invention dynamite and patented it in 1867.

silica / 'siiko / Z i
dynamite / 'damomart / ¥E%5
patent / 'pertnt / EX{§------89
ZF

synthetic / sm'fetik / & KK

Alfred’s laboratory

In the years that followed, Alfred set
up laboratories and factories in about
90 places in 20 different countries. He
was an excellent businessman and
became very rich. However, Alfred
did not stop working. He worked
harder than ever before. When he
died, he held 355 patents! His
discoveries were mainly to do with
explosives but he also invented

synthetic rubber leather and silk.




At the age-of 54, Alfred was forced to leave Paris. The French accused

~ him of being a spy~b¢caixsé he S(dldk a powerful new explosive to Italy.
_This was unfair becauée he had offered to sell it to France first and they
idn’t want it. The problem was that this explosive could be used as a
- weapon and Italy and France did not have a good relationship at that

 time. Alfred was not a spy; he was simply a businessman.

Alfred moved to San Remo, Italy, where he continued working.
In 1896, he was planning to move back to Sweden, but

‘on 10 December he died of a stroke.

Home is where | work
and | work everywhere.

k E§%§ i

Nobel’s home in San Remo

accuse / o'kjuiz/ 8%, @R
. stroke / strovk / ==J




