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UNIT ONE

1. How important do you think your major is in your future
work and life?

Ideas

initiative and creativeness
theory and practice

i problem-solving skills

~ one’s purpose in life

all-round development

B

2. Make notes on what you are talking about.

IMPORTANT ‘
NOT IMPORTANT
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Do you like your major? The following story tells us that it really doesn’t matter

what you major in. There is plenty of time to decide what you will do with the rest of
your life. Do you think so?

Text

What's Your Major?

t echoed through the hallways and out onto the quad like some an-
ccient Gregorian chant. Everyone was asking it. It was the new
pickup line — more popular than “What’s your sign?” But I had no
answer. I dreaded the question. 1 was undeclared, like some contraband
bemg smuggled across an international border. Like an astronaut floating
unchained through space, I had no purpose in life. I would rather have

taken the SAT again than have to face the question, “What’s your
major?”

And tomorrow was the last day to declare a major. The last day!
Everyone else was happily moving forward in their lives, striving toward
careers in anthropology, sociology, biology and the like. “Don’t worry,”
my friends Would say. “You can always major in business.” Business?

Not me. [ w: an artlst 1 would rather have died than major in business.

In fact, I didn ven needeollege I could just go out into the world, and
my great talents would be unmedlately recogmzed

On the mght;befqre my fate was to be declared, my parents were
having a dinner party for some of their friends. What would my parents’
friends care about majors? I could eat dinner in peace and take a break
from my inner angst for a couple of hours.

I was wrong. All they could talk about was majors. They each had
to share their majors with me, and each had opinions as to what mine
should be. All their advice didn’t put me any closer to a major. It just
confused me even more. None of our dinner guests seemed particularly
suited for their chosen professions. Dr. Elkins, the dentist, had spinach in

“his teeth. And Mr Albertson the hydro-engineer, kept knocking over his

: Dmner was over, everyone left, the night was getting late, and yet I

What question did the
author hate more than
the question “What’s

your sign”?

Did the friends of the
author’s parents do as
he wished?
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was still undeclared. I got out the catalog and
began paging through the possibilities for the mil-
lionth time. Aeronautical engineering? 1 get
airsickness. Chinese? I'd always wanted to go
. to China, but it seemed I could go there without
. majoring in it. Dentistry? Just then I happened
to look in the mirror and noticed spinach in my
teeth. This was hopeless.

As college students are prone to do, I decided that if I just slept for
a while and woke up really early, I would be able to manifest a major. 1
don’t know exactly what it is in the college student’s brain that thinks
some magical process occurs between 2:00 a.m. and 6:00 a.m. that will

suddenly make everything more clear.

It had worked for me in the past, but not this time. In fact, as
college students are also prone to do, I overslept. I woke up at 10:00
a.m. I had missed my first class, Physics for Poets, and I had three
hours to commit the rest of my life to something, anything. There was
always business.

I left for campus hoping for a divine major-declaring inspiration
between my house and the administration building that would point me in
the right direction. Maybe a stranger would pass by on the street and say,
“This is what you should do for the rest of your life: animal husbandry.
Maybe I would see someone hard at work and become inspired to pursue
the same career. I passed a movie theater playing Once Is Not Enough,
and was tempted to duck inside and enjoy the film based on Jacqueline
Susann’s best-selling novel and starring David Janseen. I passed up the
temptation. But wait a minute! Movies. I love movies. I could major in
movies. No, there is no major in movies. Film, you idiot, I thought. That’s
it! I was lost but now I was found. I was declared.

Fifteen years later, I think of all my friends who so confidently
began college with their majors declared. Of those who went around
asking, “What’s your major?” very few are working in their chosen
professions. I didn’t end up a filmmaker. In fact, I’'m now on my fourth

career — and some days, I still feel undeclared. It really doesn’t matter

what you major in, as long as you get the most out of college. Study
what interests you, and enjoy learning about the world. There is plenty of
time to decide what you will do with the rest of your life.

Words: 729

What majors came across the

author’s mind?

Did the author attend the first

class on time?

What major did the author fi-

nally declare?

What conclusion did the au-

thor make after 15 years?
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administration /ad.mini'strerfan/ n. management of affairs {55, 2% AAAA

management of public affairs 17

* aeronautical /.eara'naitikl/ a. of aviation AT%5f¥)
* airsickness /'easiknis/ n. feeling of being sick during air travel 4
* anthropology /.@nfra'polod3i/ n.  science of man AK2% Kttt
catalog /'keetalng/ n. list of items in a special order H 3% ek feete
V. make a catalog %i H 5%
chant /tfa:nt/ n. a religious song £k Akt
confuse /kan'fju:z/ v. mix up in the mind fF K% .
* contraband /'kontraband/ n. goods brought into a country illegally 324/
declare /dr'klea/ v. FR: ML ok fe
dentistry /'dentistri/ n. work of a dentist £} Atrietede
* divine /di'vam/ a. sacred £ () ek ot e
dread /dred/ v. fear greatly 218, FE4A pe—
duck /dak/ v. move quickly to avoid being seen [N#, A  wknrs
echo /'ekau/ v. send back sound [Al%%, [A]H y——
hydro-engineer /'hardrou .end31'nia/ n. K TR
* idiot /"idiat/ n. N B, &K et tetede
inner /'ma/ a. private and secret /0] -
manifest /'manifest/ v. show clearly B [ 27 Akedete
oversleep /ouva'slizp/ v. sleep for longer than you intended HEjisf 3k p—
page /peidsz/ v. call sb’s name over a public address system
# send a message to sb’s pager FIF
prone /praun/ a. inclined to F - e,
* quad /kwod/ n. JRE R
sign /sam/ n. B (also called “star sign”) r—
smuggle /'smagl/ v. get goods illegally into or out of a country FEFA  skwsns
* spinach /'spmidz/ n. S Rttt
star /sta:/ v. appear as a star in a film or play F{# Fo ek k
tempt /tempt/ v. attract sb to have or do 5|, FH{f Ketetoss
* undeclared /.Andr'klead/ a. not declared & H i [

PHhia
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duck into — [NV

get the most out of 75y FIH

go out into the world Emite UIREE)
in peace MBEAE

knock over T

learn about the world TS

major in s

move forward beid 2 sl

put someone closer to (5O NS CIRITE €/ ANNE 5
strive toward Mgy, Ae-Bh
suited for EENH

administration building ITBUKAE

animal husbandry P FE

be prone to do 5 T, HeefilR Y
commit ... to E(WRREE RS

declare a major R

end up + ing / n. SiRBA

movie theater (%) HLE R

page through PERERN (&, B%)
pass up i€

pickup line #hEHE

point sb in the right direction T8 W IE 77 1)
that’s it ' HXAET

water glass BB

you idiot HAR

Albertson SORfAFR I (%)

David Janseen KE - xR (RERERHE)

Elkins R&HT (%)

Jacqueline Susann ARZEH - 7 (R E L EX)

Once Is Not Enough CEER1E Y (R H 5 ZAE A Jacqueline
: Susann fI1E S, 1975 F4E# HHR%)

1. SAT:
Scholastic Aptitude Test. It is usually adopted by universities in the USA for enrolling new
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students, as there is no college entrance exam in the country.

2. Gregorian chant:
a kind of church music for voices alone, named after Pope Gregory the Great, St. Gregory,
to whom the attempt at standardization of the chant in the late 6th century is attributed.

3. Physics for Poets:
a course taken by the author. Generally speaking, universities in the USA offer such courses
as physics which are to introduce the basic knowledge to students of non-science majors.

1. Topic-related words and phrases:

sales executive (HEFE)
administrative assistant (AT B Bh )
line supervisor (CCEr-2 %)
customs clearance officer (K 5H)
export sales staff (B )
marketing representative (EWAR)
technical maintenance staff (BB N H)
mechanic (1)

turner CET)

welder (JfT)
accountant i)

guide (F%)

2. Web resources:

http://www.career.fsu.edu/documents/ — Serious and academic explorations about negative
career thoughts.

http://www.career.edu.my/path/ — A typical job description about the post of architect (job
requirements, responsibilities, qualifications, etc.).

Focus On

Vocabulary Snapshot

catalog declare divine dread
echo inner manifest page "
sign tempt




