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ADVERTISEMENT

1 Since the first publication of the THEORY OF MORAL SENTI-
MENTS, which was so long ago as the beginning of the year 1759,
several corrections, and a good many illusirations of the doctrines
contained in it, have occurred to me. But the various occupations in
which the different accidents of my life necessarily involved me, have
till now prevented me from revising this work with the care and atten-
tion which I always intended. The reader will find the principal alter-
ations which I have made in this New Edition, in the last Chapter of
the third Section of Part First; and in the four first Chapters of Part
Third. Part Sixth, as it stands in this New Edition, is altogether new.
In Part Seventh, I have brought together the greater part of the differ-
ent passages concerning the Stoical Philosophy, which, in the former
Editions, had been scattered about in different parts of the work. 1 I
have likewise endeavored to explain more fully, and examine more
distinctly , some of the doctrines of that famous sect. In the fourth and
last Section of the same Part, I have thrown together a few additional
observations concerning the duty and principle of veracity. There are,
besides, in other parts of the work, a few other alterations and correc-
tions of no great moment.

2 In the last paragraph of the first Edition of the present work, I
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said, that I should in another discourse endeavor to give an account of
the general principles of law and government, and of the different rev-
olutions which they had undergone in the different ages and periods of
society ; not only in what concerns justice, but in what concerns po-
lice, revenue, and arms, and whatever else is the object of law. In
the Enquiry concerning the Nature and Causes of the Wealth of Na-
tions, I have partly executed this promise; at least so far as concerns
police, revenue, and arms. What remains, the theory of jurispru-
dence, which I have long projected, I have hitherto been hindered
from executing, by the same occupations which had till now prevented
me from revising the present work. Though my very advanced age
leaves me, I acknowledge, very little expectation of ever being able to
execute this great work to my own satisfaction; yet, as I have not alto-
gether abandoned the design, and as I wish still to continue under the
obligation of doing what I can, I have allowed the paragraph to remain
as it was published more than thirty years ago, when I entertained no

doubt of being able to execute every thing which it announced.
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Consisting Of Three Sections

PART I
Of The Propriey Of Action

SECTION |
Of The Sense Of Propriety

CHAP. |
Of Sympathy

How selfish soever man may be supposed, there are evidently
some principles in his nature, which interest him in the fortune of oth-
ers, and render their happiness necessary to him, though he derives
nothing from it except the pleasure of seeing it. Of this kind is pity or
compassion, the emotion which we feel for the misery of others, when
we either see it, or are made to conceive it in a very lively manner.
That we often derive sorrow from the sorrow of others, is a matter of
fact too obvious to require any instances to prove it; for this senti-
ment, like all the other original passions of human nature, is by no
means confined to the virtuous and humane, though they perhaps may
feel it with the most exquisite sensibility. The greatest ruffian, the
most hardened violator of the laws of society, is not altogether without

it.
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