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Why should the zither sad have fifty strings?

Each string, each strain evoke but vanished springs;

Dim morning dream to be a butterfly;



Amorous heart poured out in cuckoo’s cry.

In moonlit pearls see tears in mermaid’s eye;
‘From sunburnt jade in Blue Field let smoke rise!
Such feeling cannot be recalled again;

It seemed long lost ¢’en when it was felt then. ©
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Springtime is on the wane;

The orioles’ song grows old.

All red flowers fallen and green mume fruit still small.
Quiet the painted hall

Despite the drizzling rain.

Half-hidden by the screen a wreath of incense cold.
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I come to find you moved beyond the town;
Through mulberries a wild path leads me down




To the fence by which you planted chrysanthemums,
Which are not yet in bloom though autumn comes.

I hear no dog bark as I knock at the door.

I ask your neighbours before I end my tour.

You do deep into the hills every day,

And won’t be back until sunset, they say. @
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Let’s gather lotus seed by southern rivershore!

The lotus sways with teeming leaves we adore.
Among the leaves fish play and make love.

In the east they make love below and we above;

In the west they make love below and we above;

In the south they make love below and we above;
In the north they make love below and we above. ©
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