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1. A Day’s Wait
E. Hemingway

He came into the room to shut the windows while we were still in bed

and I saw he looked ill. He was shivering, his face was white, and he
walked slowly as though it ached to move.

“What’s the matter, Schatz?”

“I've got a headache. ”

“You better go back to bed.”

“No. I'm all right. ”

“You go to bed. T'll see you when I'm dressed. ”

But when I came downstairs he was dressed, sitting by the fire,looking

a very sick and miserable boy of nine years. When I put my hand on his

forehead I know he had a fever.
“You go up to bed,” I said,“you’re sick. ”
“I'm all right,” he said.

When the doctor came he took the boy’s temperature. “What is it?” 1
asked him.

“One hundred and two. ”
Downstairs, the doctor left three different medicines in different col-
oured capsules with instructions for giving them. One was to bring down

the fever,another a purgative,the third to overcome an acid condition. The
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germs of influenza can only exist in an acid con'.dition,‘ he explained. He
seemed to know all about influenza and said there was nothing to worry
about if the fever did not go above one hundred and four degrees. This was
a light epidemic of flu and there was no danger if you avoided pneumonia.

Back in the room I wrote the boy’s temperature down and made a note
of the time to give the various capsules.

“Do you want me to read to you?”

“All right. If you want to,” said the boy. His face was very white and
there were dark areas under his eyes. He lay still in the bed and seemed
very detached from what was going on.

I read aloud from Howard Pyle’s Book of Pirates; but I could see he
was not following what I was reading.

“How do you feel,Schatz?” 1 asked him.

“Just the same,so far,” he said.

I sat at the foot of the bed and read to myself while I waited for it to be
time to give another capsule. It would have been natural for him to go to
sleep, but when I looked up he was looking at the foot of the bed, looking
very strangely.

“Why don’t you try to sleep? I'll wake you up for the medicine. ”

“I'd rather stay awake.”

After a while he said to me,“You don’t have to stay in here with me,
Papa,if it bothers you. ”

“It doesn’t bother me. ”

“No,1 mean you don’t have to stay if it’s going to bother you.”

I thought perhaps he was a little lightheaded and after giving him the
prescribed capsules at eleven ¢’clock I went out for a while.

It was a bright,cold day,the ground covered with a sleet that had fro-
zen so that it seemed as if all the bare trees, the bushes, the cut brush and
all the grass and the bare ground had been varnished with ice. I took the
young Irish setter for a little walk up the road and along a frozen creek, but

it was difficult to stand or walk on the glassy surface and the red dog
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slipped and slithered and 1 fell twice,hard, once dropping my gun and hav-
ing it slide away over the ice.

We flushed a covey of quail under a high clay bank with overhanging
brush and I killed two as they went out of sight over the top of the bank.
Some of the covey lit in trees, but most of them scattered into brush piles
and it was necessary to jump on the ice-coated mounds of brush several
times before they would flush., Coming out while you were poised unsteadi-
ly on the icy, springy brush they made difficult shooting and I killed two,
missed five, and started back pleased to have found a covey close to the
house and happy there were so many left to find on another day.

At the house they said the boy had refused to let anyone come into the
room,

“You can’t come in,” he said. “You mustn’t get what I have.”

I went up to him and found him in exactly the position I had left him,
white-faced, but with the tops of his cheeks flushed by the fever, staring
still,as he had stared,at the foot of the bed.

I took his temperature.

“Something like a hundred,” I said. It was one hundred and two and
four-tenths. '

“It was a hundred and two,” he said.

“Who said s0?”

“The doctor, ”

“Your temperature is all right,” I said. “It’s nothing to worry about. ”

“I don’t worry,” he said,“but I can’t keep from thinking. ”

“Don’t think,”1 said. “Just take it easy.”

“I'm taking it easy,” he said and looked straight ahead. He was evi-
dently holding tight onto himself about something.

“Take this with water.”

“Do you think it will do any good?”

“Of course it will. ”

I sat down and opened the Pirate book and commenced to read, but 1
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could see he was not following,so I stopped.

“About what time will it be before I die?”

“You aren’t going to die. What’s the matter with you?”

“Oh,yes,I am. I heard him say a hundred and two. ”

“People don’t die with a fever of one hundred and two. That'’s a silly
way to talk. ”

“I know they do. At school in France the boys told me you can’t live
with forty-four degrees. I've got a hundred and two. ”

“You poor Schatz,” I said. “Poor old Schatz. It’s like miles and kilo-
meters. You aren’t going to die. That’s a different thermometer. On that
thermometer thirty-seven is normal. On this kind it’s ninety-eight. ”

“Are you sure?”

“Absolutely,” I said. “It’s like miles and kilometres. You know, like
how many kilometers we make when we do seventy miles in the car.”

“Oh,” he said.

But his gaze at the foot of the bed relaxed slowly. The hold over him-
self relaxed too,finally,and the next day it was very slack and he cried very

easily at little things that were of no importance.

1. Ernest Hemingway: BROA A4« A R (1899—1961) th & F £ B 2 mF
H—AEBHFPHARE . XEL—LEL, SRR —LZ2HEE,
MERA S — R ERXRFALEERATEALYE ., BHEF R
SRR A HE T BT, S AR 8F 00 M B3 b B ok B A Y
BEGGE, REZEHAERNRG DA ERBET EEHEH., Ly 2

‘ ZYERAKE (K BAEFARY The Sun Also Rises.igzﬁ)\«ﬂkﬁd

T, X & )(A Farewell to Arms,1929) &4 Ak ) (For Whom the

- Bell Tolls,1940) A A R A A (% A 5 #) (The Old Man and the Sea,

o 1952 BRRHARKEERB KD A EE ERY 0., 1954 FH 3k

. O AEARIFRL, 1961 FEMARARE G R,




2. he walked slowly as though it ached to move; 4% B 8 1% ,3F % 5h % —

T3l REA.

Schatz; #&3& ,4/4 % 35 ¥ 49 darling & sweetheart,

You better go back to bed: ¥ F You'd better cero

go up to bed: #F] go upstairs to bed

What is it: ki 3. 7

One hundred and two: 102 B, % K (Fahrenheit) 102 & k % £ & K

(Celsius)39 B, B BAERKBE, AN EFTKRERZ 98.6°F; Kejuk b 4

32°F; b 5 4 212°F, # REBKBEMGB/AE N XA .C=5/9(F—32);

F=9/5(C+32),

8. capsules: K&

9. bringdown the fever ; i& # . bringdown ; ¥ & ; ¥ 1& , 4] %= . bring

down the price

10. another a purgative.. 3 —# (R &)HE B . BHE. KA EBK 4,44
# : Another was a purgative. T & &2 5% 4] ,

11. The germs of'influenza can only exist in an acid condition, he explained:
B E AR A ERBEREPTLE,

12. pneumonia: A% .

13. made a note of the time to give the various capsules; & T & # K & &
JR A Bt )

14. seemed very detached from ... : Steccee A-F#E K ¥ 2, detached:
ARG RS, #ldw: Hetries to remain emotionally detached
from the prisoners,but fails.,

15. Howard Pyle: & R#&+& R (1853—1911), £ RN#EBES X . KX, X 8
BALHILEEDBL, T EMHRAH(T EXF KLY (The Merry Ad-
ventures of Robinhood) (4% F R #Y(Ortto of the Silver Hand) % ,

16. the ground covered with a sleet: 53k T4 #H, sleet: A&,

17. it seemed as if all the bare trees,the bushes, the cut brush and all the

grass and the bare ground had been varnished with ice; X &K &HH K,

ARAE AR, ARERF 6 3R, VAR P B 64 33 Ao 2 ARSI R kiR i Ak ed

18. slipped and slithered: # 2k % 7 W47 &
ADayszfFJi..‘
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19.

20.
21.

22.

23.

24.

25,

26.

217,

28.

29.

30.
31.

32.

33.

34.

having it slide away: slide away Z #f £ & 458 R E X, & F £ % 33
have ;% & 7 B4k & L #9333 , 3 to 4% 4 % .

a covey of quail; — B 4838

lit in trees: ¥ F A4 £, lit % light #9it X X, EL LK%, “42
g7,

the ice-coated mounds of brush: #k 7k ¥ #% 64 ¥ 3k 46 45 A |

before they would flush: £ &1tz 4& & £ 37,

They made difficult shooting: & %44+ & 47,

You mustn’t get what I have: 4R T Rek & LK 95 .

found him in exactly the position I had left him. % 34 45 1% % & FF 4
B ARG &R A WAL,

with the tops of his cheeks flushed by the fever: # # £ 3k 843 % 41,
EEflush EAXLPABHHRRAZEL,

something like: X #. 4] 4w: They can get something like $5 000 a
year.

but I can’t keep from thinking: 12 % R £t R 48 ¥, keep from & % “4%
I EE”,

take it easy: A IO HOHF T .

miles and kilometres: 1 22 %4 4 1 3% 26 62%;1 £ 24 % 1. 609

nEZ,

like how many kilometres we make when we do seventy miles in the
car: BB £ H A L+ R IR iEH SRSV AL —H, make
BACEL e B AR R R e 2

The hold over himself relaxed too: #— A M £ t9iv B8 F e T,
hold 2 & &) F & A “4x 4”7,

cried very easily at little things that were of no importance: # 7 — &

AEXBREHEFLHMEARE,

 Some of these statements are true (T) ,and some are false (F). Can |
N — /
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you tell which are true and why the others are not?

() 1. The time of day was early in the morning at the beginning of the

C )2
¢ >3
C )4
C )5
)

«C )7
« )8
C D9

story.

. The boy pretended to be listening attentively while his father was

reading to him.

. The boy preferred to stay awake because he thought there wouldn’t

be too much time left for him.

. The father did not realize what the boy was really thinking about

and went out hunting in the woods.

. The anthor described the hunting scene for the reason that it di-

verts the reader’s attention so that the boy’s real thoughts will be a
greater surprise when they are revealed.

The child kept tight control over himself throughout the day be-
cause he thought he was going to die and he must show courage in

the face of death.

. The boy refused to let anyone come into the room because he com-

plained that they did not understand his terrible tension inside.

. What led the boy to think that he was going to die was that he mis-

took the Fahrenheit scale for the Celsius one.

. The father made an analogy between the difference of two ther-

mometers and that of miles and kilometers.

() 10. The next day the boy cried easily at trifling matters. The reason

for this is probably that as a spoilt boy, he often complained about

unimportant things.

A. Use each of the following terms in a sentence.
1.
2.
3

to bring down
to keep from

to prescribe




would rather

to flush

to bother

.. to be detached from

to make

something like

10. to hold tight onto oneself

B. Read the text below. Use the word in capitals at the end of some of the
lines to form a word that fits in the space in the same line. Thereis an ex-

'ample at the beginning.
The Death Clock

There was a section related to death during the first
full cast (0) rehearsal on April 18. Director asked the REHEARSE
actors to write an obituary (ip45) and invent the date of
death, the way of death and who writes the obituary.
After they finished writing it,they were asked to use the
obituary and create a short performance. I was sitting
aside, watching and observing all the 14 different(1) _ PERFORM
- of death. And yet,] was impressed by the actors’
2) ways of dealing with death: sadness, hu- VARY
mours, silence, narrative, surprising and (3) . SHOCK
A few days later after the rehearsal, in a sharing
thought section of another weekday rehearsal,one of the
casts said that she was so scary writing her own obituary
and she kept asking herself;: “Why am 1 writing this?
| What am I writing?” 1 understood this kind of death
~ phobia GBD).

What we are unable to understand worries us, and

this fears us. We fear because we are not familiar with it

AW 8 UNIT T
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like the sun rising and setting. We are afraid because we
are (4)  to determine and control it like we drive ABLE
the car. This is why death scares us—we know nothing
about what happens before the (5) of our life EXIST
and what happens after we die. What we know is: we
are born, we grow,we die,and we must die.
Death is one of the (6)  companions of all of CLOSE
us. Death has accompanied me since I was born. I first
learned the word death, in Mandarin when I was in
standard two, st-wang , (7) the end of a life. INDICATE
When I started my newspaper reading habit,I was edu-
cated by the newspaper reports that we were born in the
same way but we will die in various ways: murder,acci-
dent, illness, disaster, war, terrorism attack and many
(8) _ ways. Theonly similarity is: we are all cer- PREDICT
tificated when we are born and when we die,and we are
recognised by a certification of birth and death. We have
to admit the reality of “Everything that has a beginning
has an end”,as the Oracle (46%1) of The Matriz 3 (H,
¥ 4) says.

1. In whose point of view is the story told?

2. What is the purpose of the author in writing about the doctor’s visit?

3. What conclusion can you draw from the hunting scene about the father’s
character and his influence upon his son?

4. What does the title of the story probably mean?

5. What is the theme of the story?

6. Hemingway often thought of courage as a person’s ability to be calm and

controlled in the face of death. What do you think of such a definition of




