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Oscar Wilde

(1854~1900)

Oscar Wilde was born on October 16, 1854. His father
Sir William Wilde was a famous physician who opened a
Dublin practice specializing in ear and eye diseases. His
mother Jane Francesca Elgee was a gifted writer and
linguist.

In 1871, Oscar was awarded the Royal School
Scholarship to attend Trinity College in Dublin. In 1874,
Oscar crowned his successes at Trinity with two final
achievements. He won the college’s Berkeley Gold Medal

for Greek and was awarded a Demyship scholarship to
Magdalen College in Oxford.

In 1881, he published his first collection of poetry.
Poems received mixed reviews by critics, but helped to

move Oscar’s writing career along.

On May 29, 1884, Oscar married Constance Lloyd.
Oscar and Constance had two sons.

With a family to support, Oscar accepted a job
revitalizing The Woman’s World magazine, where he
worked from 1887 to 1889. The next six years were to
become the most creative period of his life. He published
two collections of children’s stories, The Happy Prince
And Other Tales (1888), and The House Of Pomegranates
(1892). His first and only novel, The Picture of Dorian
Gray, was published in an American magazine in 1890 to




a storm of critical protest. He expanded the story and had
it published in book form the following year. Its implied
homoerotic theme was considered very immoral by the
Victorians and played a considerable part in his later legal
trials. Oscar’s first play, Lady Windermere’s Fan, opened
in February 1892. Its financial and critical success prompted
him to continue to write for the theater. His subsequent
plays included A Woman Of No Importance (1893), An
Ideal Husband (1895), and The Importance Of Being
Earnest (1895). These plays were all highly acclaimed and
firmly established Oscar as a playwright.

In the summer of 1891, Oscar met Lord Alfred “Bosie”
Douglas, the third son of the Marquis of Queensberry. They
soon became lovers and were inseparable until Wilde's
arrest four years later. In April 1895, Oscar sued Bosie’s
father for libel as the Marquis had accused him of
homosexuality. Oscar withdrew his case but was himself
arrested and convicted of gross indecency and sentenced
to two years hard labor.

Upon his release, Oscar wrote The Ballad of Reading
Gaol, a response to the agony he experienced in prison. It
was published in 1898. Oscar mostly spent the last three
years of his life wandering Europe, staying with friends
and living in cheap hotels.

Oscar Wilde died on November 30, 1900.

Oscar Wilde’s poetry , plays and even fairy tales were
associated with a movement that had been identified as
“Aestheticism”. His writing style includes a vast vocabulary
and the frequent use of ironic wit to express his themes;




self-sacrifice for Love or Art; disgust for the arrogance of
the Court or High Society; the crucial need for reform for
the suffering lower classes; the sacred duties of Power;
the need for compassion from humanity in general. Oscar’s
craft was a particular target of his sardonic humor, for he
used his pen like a sword.
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The Sphinx Without a Secret
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*®
The Sphinx Without a Secret*

One afternoon I was sitting outside the Cafe Peace,
watching the splendour and shabbiness' of Parisian Ilife,
and wondering over my vermouth®? at the strange view of
pride and poverty’ that was passing before me, when I
heard someone call my name. I turned round, and saw
Lord Murchison. We had not met since we had been at
college together, nearly ten years ago, so I was delighted
to come across him again, and we shook hands warmly.
At Oxford we had been great friends. I had liked him im-
mensely’, he was so handsome, so high-spirited and so
honorable®. We used to say of him that he would be the
best of fellows, if he did not always speak the truth, but
I think we really admired him all the more for his frank-
ness. I found him a good deal changed. He looked anx-
ious and puzzled, and seemed to be in doubt about some-
thing. I felt it could not be modern skepticism® for
Murchison was the stoutest” of Tories®, and believed in
the Pentateuch’ as firmly as he believed in the House of

- Peers so I concluded that it was a woman, and asked
- him if he was married yet.
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“I believe you have a mystery! in your life, Gerald,”
I exclaimed, “tell me about it.”

“Let us go for a drive,” he answered, “it is too
crowded here. No, not a yellow carriage?, any other col-
or——there, that dark green one will do”, and in a few
minutes we were trotting® down the avenue in the direc-
tion of the Madeleine.

“Where shall we go?” I said.

“Oh, anywhere you like!” he answered, “to the restau-
rant in the Bois; we will dine™ there, and you shall tell
me all about yourself.”

“I want to hear about you first,” I said. “Tell me
your mystery.”

He took from his pocket a little silver-clasped moroc-
co® case, and handed it to me. I opened it. Inside there
was a photograph of a woman. She was tall and slight,
and strangely charming with her large vague® eyes and
loosened hair. She looked like a kind of person with super
power of seeing in the mind, and was wrapped in rich
furs.

“What do you think of that face,” he said, “is it truth-
ful?”

I examined it carefully. It seemed to me the face of
someone who had a seecr but whether t ‘ ”
good or evil I ¢ be
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11. mystery: n. % % ,#

12.carriage: n. W#®H %

13.trot: v. (Z)/AH, (A
)& AT

14.dine: v. # &, A&

15. morocco: n. ¥ K

16.vague: a. 4 # &y, #
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17.mould: v. # 3%, A&
A

18.faint: a. #HE M, R Y
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19.subtle: a. % &9



