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“Introduction

Architecture is difficulties. Only the difficulties are unconditional while the other related factors
happen conditionally.

It seems that architects are urged to make decisions in the way of being realistic to deal with the
difficulties in Chinese context. Nevertheless, since the founding of P.R.China, two concrete ways of
expression are profoundly adopted: romantic realism and critical realism.

Frankly speaking, these are complimentary strategies frequently applied and switched quickly from
one to another by the so-called smart people—looping and straightforward.

One could learn similar phenomena when he or she encounters rush-hour circulation which
resembles evaporation and re-infilling in distillation test in Ring Line while in Line One likes rat
being blown up and down in wind chest.

Another coincidence is that the New Headquarters of the People’s Procuratorate of Beijing right
locates on the cross point of Line One and Ring Line. Designed by Cao Xiaoxin, this new building’
s form can be easily identified that it iconically represents the feature of the site where two lines
interweave each other. By doing so, the relatively dynamic shape encodes the formulation of
its function as well as fundamentally challenges the conventional setup of governmental office
building. Having defaulted the typical “only thinking half” in the symmetrical buildings, the
architect launches discovery of experimenting possibilities in a self-criticizing way. In spite of the
fact that the architect finally gets on the track after hard searching in the foresty difficulties, all
efforts documented in this book have been blurred. Meanwhile if it is expected to improve oneself
and become smarter by systemizing all of experience in this book, as for me it is merely a Dutch
comfort. Architects are doomed to live with difficulties. The more one could afford, the more
difficulties are imposed.

Readers will witness many difficulties dealt with by architect Cao Xiaoxin and his team during the
phases of construction. Happiness comes along shortly with solutions. New difficulties come one
after another, hardly to say any celebration. On this occasion, all architects are so unanimous,
although they have adopted different therapies to release and liberate themselves.

Seemingly this book assembles lessons and experience with knowledge and criticism during the
realization of a grand project. Actually, more importantly readers could imitate difficulties and
challenges as well as courage and even embarrassment and panic by integrating all specimens
including drawings, models and sketches documented in the book. This precious atmosphere is not
so much covered although it is not revealed always in an explicit way. All of these are suggesting
readers to harvest more valuable experience encountering difficulties rather than some notes of
knowledge. In the book, one can exercise interactively on how to maintain one’s ideology and strive

for it and how to reach a clear solution strategically.
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" Author's Words

Working in the architectural design circle, we may, nevertheless, need to participate in a bidding, which is sometimes
called “design scheme competition”.

This project is no exception. After two rounds of competitions, our design finally won out and got delivered. It is known
to all the architects in this circle that bidding is not the only measure of a good design. The bidding is intended to select
the best. More often than not, however, the design scheme that wins the bid is not the best or most suitable one, and
sometimes it even turns out to be “abnormal embryo” or “trash” building in the city. The reason is simple: to win the bid,
the design has to be impressive, aggressive and readable. it is easy for a grand, exaggerative and flamboyant design to
win the bid. Some design schemes usually fail to consider the rational factors embodied in the building and are not backed
up by environmental, technological and economical factors. Due to the divorce of economy from technologies, materials
from form, buildings are bound to betray the original design in construction and turn out to be naive and superficial. The
basic elements of buildings such as efficiency, dimension and facilities are neglected, not to mention the description on
humanism in the preliminary scheme. Bidding dominates the architectural market. In the brutal competitions governed
by the rule that legitimacy always belongs to the victor, more and more Chinese buildings are losing sincerity, restraint
and profound reflections on social implications. Superficially, this reveals the waste of design resources in the rendering
drawing and model competition, and in a deeper sense, reflects the negligence to technological and construction research.
When a building shown in modes, rendering drawings and appraised by the evaluation committee is turned into a real
poor-quality building a few years later, the architect and evaluation committee have already bulged their purse and been
engaged in another cycle of bidding, leaving only the clients venting their anger in curses inside the buildings.
Throughout the project of the People’s Procuratorate of Beijing, we were always maintaining a sincere attitude. We
objectively studied the city and analyzed the site, and paid more attention to the basic factors such as construction cost,
ventilation, daylighting, sight and efficiency, which served as the starting point for construction. | believe that it is our
sincerity that has rendered us lucky enough to win the bid. And we have been even luckier enough to have such a client
as the People’s Procuratorate of Beijing. Through communications, we established mutual trust, which allowed us to
share the common goal- to build a high-quality building. This luck has been enhanced by the joining of constructor-China
Construction First Building Corporation Limited. Till now, | still cherish the memory of those days when we were working
hard day and night on the construction site. The hardship and happiness we have experienced have become the spiritual
asset which encourages me to go ahead. They gave their support to the architects from design to construction stage,
which allowed the spiritual essence of the initial scheme to be delivered throughout every detail in construction.

As this article was written three years after the competition, | am likely to be accused of showing off here. However, all |
have written is the real expression of my feelings, which, | believe, may get respect.

— Cao Xiaoxin
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HERE X &{E. with the advent of information era and economic globalization, the mobility of the material resources leads to homogeneity of resources across

the globe, greatly undermining the foundation of regional resources as the original driving force to localization. Under the disguise of overlapping aesthetic values still fies the
diversity of behaviors and values of specific group of people. Only when the diverse behaviors and values of different people are explored and taken as the new stronghold of
localization, can localization of building convey more practical implications and social values.



BMNEAS: HEBPETHILMIESHE T4 2

BRFAAA—ANARENPWHHER, FEIFRHFTEFEBITHHERHENE LHENILRE, BEIRFABUANSRI
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We ask ourselves: what is the nature of the Beijing City and the Forbidden City built in Feudal Society?

Constructed by millions and thousands of people, they are built only for a single person. It was entirely symmetrical, and no one besides the
emperors’ could step on the axes. Buildings are used to depress the humans’ nature. Such buildings and cities existed only for the one!

From the mythic age to the information age, although monarchy has been taken place by democracy, people’s tastes of architecture have
not changed as much as the development of society. Men still want to show their desire for eternal by buildings. Most of the governmental
buildings are still symmetrically built, and some officials still want to express their heroic dream on the form of buildings. All of these
inevitably sacrifice the essence of architecture — efficiency and comfort. The glory of modern governments, which have turned its function to
serve society, is faded facing to the repeated large colonnades and grand steps.

In this project, we try to reestablish the essence of architecture: efficiency and comfort are emphasized in the office space, and the context
of urban is respected under the consideration of architects. The site consists of two parts with different height. To connect the two parts and
integrate the complicated urban space around Jianguomen Bridge, the design spontaneously became a subversion of traditional symmetrical

office building. Gardening, which used to be the origin of traditional Chinese garden, is conceived as the introduction of the whole design. The

landscapes inside and outside the building arise a series of interaction.
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% Not far outside the house, a dog is frisking
around his owner, barking constantly. No one
could understand what the dog was saying.
Perhaps it was nothing more than a casual
barking, but it did not blur our perception of
his joy.

In the house, my daughter dropped several
pellets of fish food into the fish jar beside the
dining table. The hungry fishes scrambled for
the food without making any sound, not to
mention uttering any language; however |
could still feel the heated atmosphere in the
fish jar.

Why?

Because they all have life, and life endows
them with mood, which can be perceived
even without language.

Buildings can also revive the mind and
soul; an architect builds the cold materials
into vigorous living organisms where the
architectural moods are concealed: narration,
questioning, rejoicing, resistance, obedience...
all can be experienced.

Does a building need to be immortal? If
a building had life, how could life remain
indefinite? Building is only a transient
traveler of life, if measured by time. Even the
so-called immortal Parthenon Temple finally
broke down into tumbled walls.

| find that what is immortal is not the
building itself but the mood conveyed
through the building.

—Cao Xiaoxin
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