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Date: July 2, 2005
Location: Laozhai Hill, Xingping

Weather: Cloudy to clear

In order to be fully prepared for one of the most important activities in the First Guilin
Intérnational Photography Festival, Chairman Li Huixian and leading members of the associa-
tion went to Xingping Whart once again. working on the general plan. After the work was done.

we decided 1o clinb up"in'o%h;fi Hill the next morning to try our luck. At 4:20 in the morning, we

f«
- set off with'all oureduipment. Under the starry sky. we followed the familiar and uneven path all

the wity to the-hilltop: The climb wasn’t too tiring as our gear was carried by some villagers. 1
rememberéd Fearried my 18-ke bag to' the top of the hill twice. It was really a hard work. When
Fretchidd the top. 1 felt ot of breath and I was soaked with sweat. Now that there were people

who could help carry our bags. and [didn’t feel it so hard to climb up the hill.

w0 Afterfinishing thé préparations, it began to dawn. The clouds were turning red on the

hofizon and were beginning taspread out. All at once. there was silence for dozens of seconds
except for the sound of shutter release. I didn’t take a breath until I finished a whole roll of film.
“The rosy clods were-really nicg!”; The red colour was so beautiful!™ “This was the best sunrise
[ have ever captured in L;u(m,hui Hill!} These remarks described the beautiful view we just saw.
After a moment, some golden light beams came from the clouds. The most exciting moment
came. I didn’t have time to reload my film after I run out of the films in my two cameras. I just
grabbed my digital camera and shot about 20 pictures to my heart’s content. It was a rewarding
day! With a light heart. we sang our way downhill.

On the way back, a thought came to me that even if [ couldn’t take camera or was too old
to take my camera someday, I could still recall the beautiful memories in my mind about the hills

of Guilin, the waters of the Lijiang River, and the beautiful scenery in Yangshuo.
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Fuli Bridge

Located within the boundaries of Baisha Town, Yangshuo
TEMIZTREALGIHREAN, 4 County, Fuli Bridge was built over 500 years ago in the
u;] TS A N AR Ea ing Dynasty. The bridge measures 30 metres in length,
¥ 30 %, If} 10 %, Sk, ZMamL l.() metres in height z}nd 5. metres in width. It is lh}‘ tallest
BB TH (A8 AT E 698 A single urgh ston; hndge in Yangshuo and one of the 'lop
three ancient bridges in the county (the other two being
Yulong Bridge and Xiangui Bridge over the Yulong River).

. &T"‘*‘*l’—’ﬁiﬁ'fﬂﬂiﬁﬂﬂﬁ;kéﬁ
fz W AR A—. % S, g 2y : : : . :
’ ;)/ 2 i AN 7}.,‘# Bl &4 Fuli Bridge has a unique and attractive appearance. With
—HiH A i Bl ; 269% EF % gfdﬂ[kf‘é@ its reflection in the water, the arch bridge resembles a per-
SRR LA PN 2 P P SR (. (1] moon. The bridge is set in beautiful surroundings.
amidst hills and paddy fields. The view is impressive.

How to Get There

Take the Yangshuo-Jinbao bus, after passing Baisha get off at
Jinlong Bridge, then walk northward about one kilometre. If
driving a car, take the right turn before Jinlong Bridge, proceed
through Yantang Village for about two kilometres to the bridge.
In case you have any problem, you can always ask the villagers
for directions.

Photography Tips

Shoot around the bridge to your personal liking.

Title: Fuli Bridge @

Camera: Nikon D100 (AF18-70mm), F/22, 1/60 @
Location: By the side of Turtle River under Fuli Bridge ®
Time of Year: All year round @
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Residential Buildings
of Jiuxian Village
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How to Get There

Photography Tips

Tirle: Residential Buildings

Jiuxian Village is situated by the Yulong River in Baisha Township,
Yangshuo County. With a long history, Jiuxian Village is known
as the “Mansion of Generals™ and “Tower of Scholars™. Well
preserved in the village are some ancient buildings such as
streets, ancestral temples, corbiesteps of black brick and tile.
Places of historic interest can be seen everywhere in the village.
The antique carved windows of the villagers™ houses are beau-
tiful and unique in details. The architectural feature of Jiuxian
Village and the beautiful landscape nearby has become a new
tourist attraction of Yangshuo.

Jiuxian Village is inconveniently located and inaccessible by bus at
the moment. If riding a bike from Yangshuo, take the road heading
toward Baisha. Turn left onto a gravel road about 300 metres
before Baisha. Continue straight for approximately three
kilometers. If driving a car from Guilin, go past Baisha for approxi-
mately 300 metres and take the gravel turnoff on your right. Please
drive carefully as many rural roads are narrow and unsealed. Many
Jiuxian villagers run family restaurants, serving authentic country
style food: naturally raised chicken and duck, fish and shrimps
from the Lijiang River, as well as self-grown vegetables. The food
is inexpensive and substantial and readily available upon request.

The residential buildings of Jiuxian Village can be photographed
according to your needs. Access to private houses is open to
photographers. But some homes would expect a fee of two yuan
or so after the shooting.

of Jiuxian Village
Camera: Nikon D100 (AF18-70mm)
Left. F/8. 1/15  Right, F/5.6, 1/30
Location: Jiuxian Village

Time of Year: All year round







The Ancient Village
of Langzi
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How to Get There

Photography Tips

For Your Information

Langzi Village is situated in Gaotian Township in the southwest of
Yangshuo, 22 kilometres to the Town of Yangshuo and 3.8 kilometres
to Gaotian Township. The village has been well preserved since it
was built by the end of the Qing Dynasty. The complex of ancient
buildings, well structured and laid out, covers an extensive area. A
five-storeyed ancient blockhouse standing 12 metres above ground
level, overlooks the whole village. The carvings on residential houses
have an antique flavour. The Clan Hall of the Qin Family is the biggest
of its kind in Yangshuo. It is said that Qin, ancestor of the village, was
a general under the command of Li Zicheng, a rebel in late Ming
Dynasty who proclaimed himself Chuang Wang, or ““The Dashing

King”, and finally captured the capital city Beijing.

Langzi Village cannot be reached by bus yet. To get there, take
the Yangshuo-Lipu bus or Yangshuo-Gaotian bus, get off at the
Gaotian junction, then hire a motorbike taxi. If driving from
Yangshuo, get to Gaotian and turn right at the intersection.
Drive straight for approximately three kilometres to a turnoff.
Turn left here and follow the road for about 800 metres. Langzi
Village is connected with Gaotian by rural gravel road, acces-
sible by car.

To photograph the ancient buildings of Langzi Village, you
can choose your objects and perspective according to the
composition and lighting you need.

To get a ride from Yangshuo, photo enthusiasts can
contact Xu on 13878379786. Xu has two cars for rent.
He knows about some shooting spots and offers
favourable prices to photographers.

irle: The Ancient Buildings of Langzi Village ®
Camera: Nikon D100 (AF18-70mm) F/16, 1/60 @

= 006 = 007= J5 % ik 35 Historic

Location: Langzi Village ®
Time of Year: All year round @

Interest






The Ancient Stone
Village in Putao

ST G, e S, The ancient stone village is situated in Yangmeiling
&% WAL T A B & e e A Village. Putao Town, Yangshuo County. Builtin 1854,
EERFE 10 FFALE, EFAT1854 SRl the stone v illage covers 10 square kilometres. There is
PR LA AOE S 2 ey E NN B . oatc in cach of the four directions: north, south, east
R k) AR RE Y P NPl nd west. All the gates, footpaths and houses are made
A =, %’IL’F# k a}{mi of stones. The blockaded village wins people’s great
admiration for its dangerous position, large scale and
W T & & w43k %‘% R E Rl 2mazing architecture. It is one of the best-preserved
KIRE, EF MR T MR ancient stone villages in Guangxi. For its unique fea-
tures and beautiful natural environment, the stone vil-
lage has become a new tourist spot in Yangshuo.

How to Get There

Take a Guilin-bound local bus from Yangshuo Bus Station or a
Yangshuo-bound local bus from Guilin Railway Station, and get
off in Putao Town (Bus fare: Yangshuo-Putao, 5 yuan; Guilin-
Putao, 6 yuan). The stone village is approximately seven
kilometres from Putao, accessible by walking or by motorbike
taxi. which can be hired at the Putao intersection. If driving a car,
turn east in Putao onto the gravel road that leads to Daping
(follow the road sign). Just before Yangmeiling Village, a road
sign indicates the stone village direction. There is a simply built
car park nearby. Parking fee: 5 yuan. In the stone village, there
are eating places run by farmers. Food can be arranged at any

time.
Photography Tips

The weather for shooting can be sunny or overcast/rainy,
depending on your needs.

Title: The Stone Village

Camera: Yashika 120 (30mm). F/22, 1/15
Film: Fuji Velvia slide film

Location: The Ancient Stone Village in Putao
Time of Year: All year round
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Xiangui Bridge

LA AL T FE 9 B é, WY B A T R Xiangui Bridge runs over the Yulong River in Jiuxian

A, HEFAL 23 % (b Fo h Village, Baisha Township, Yangshuo County. Built in
. ' . 1123, the north-south bridge is unique in structure. It is

F), $E4S 883 F ZHr LA 8, s frhs

Ji 25.8 K, 3 T | (d(* I fj ) i i RS 25.8 metres in length, 4.16 metres in width and 2.2 metres
3 9 4\ \1 i . ;% W BHILE 43 % in height with an arch span of 6.9 metres. Xiangui Bridge

St T AT B AR Y R single arch stone bridge in existence in

AR S Guangxi.

How to Get There
Xiangui Bridge is located next to Jiuxian Village. Park your car

on the roadside at the entrance of the village. Follow the foot-
path on the right or in the northwest direction for approxi-
mately 600 metres. If riding a bike, you can go straight onto
the bridge.

Photography Tips

A cycling route for photography is strongly recommended. Follow
the Yangshuo-Guilin Road to Jiuxian Village (about 8 kilometres)
and end up on Xiangui Bridge. Return to Yangshuo Town via Yulong
Bridge. Bikes are available for rent in Yangshuo Town, 5-8 yuan per
day. As this is a long trip, before setting out, you will need to get on
your rental bike and try it out until you are comfortable.

For Your Information

Surrounded by beautiful mountains and fields, Xiangui Bridge is
suitable for shooting all year round though spring and autumn are
considered the best seasons. If you need to add an interesting ele-
ment to the shot, pay a little sum to a farmer from the nearby village
or in the fields and ask him to walk across the bridge, driving their
cattle or carrying baskets on shoulder pole. However, you may just
like to wait for such a moment. It all depends on your luck.

Title: Xiangui Bridge @

Camera: Nikon D100 (AF18-70mm), I/I 1. 130 @

Location: Next to Xiangui Bridge @

Time of Year: All year round, spring and autumn preferred o
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