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Shenzhen Cultural Center
SEYNSTAL s

The development of Shenzhen is without precedent. In just 20 years,
a small unknown village has been transformed into a metropolis
with a population of four million.No one can imagine such great
chance at the very beginning. Manhattan was being into existance
before the advent of the automobile. Manhattan’s checkerboard
street pattern was dimensioned to facilitate the subdivision and
use of land. In Shenzhen, the layout of streets was determined by
the speed of automobiles. The adaptation of the old urban area to
automobile traffic is being left to the private sector. The new city
being developed on hitherto unbuilt land has been planned at a
much larger scale that reflects the high-speed movement of
automobiles. The urban form has been determined by the volume
and speed of automobile traffic. The facilities being planned are
larger in size than those in the old city; each facility is an island
surrounded by wide streets.

The Shenzhen Cultural Center is to face a green belt in the middle of
the new city. It occupies two blocks and straddles a city street. A
concert hall and a library are linked by an underground parking area
and an aboveground pedestrian deck. Together, they form the
Shenzhen Cultural Center.

The nearly symmetrical buildings, which are connected by a central
deck, have two entirely different facades. The west side, which
faces a street with relatively heavy traffic, is a flat wall of greenish-
black granite. The wall is 40 meters high and 300 meters long, inter-
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Program. Library and Concert Hall
Location. Shenzhen China

Design Period. Oct.1998-Oct.2000
Construction Period. Dec.2000
Owner. Shenzhen Bureau of Culture

Designer team. Arata Isozaki,Kenji Sato,Yasuyori Yada,Kazutoshi Imanaga,Hiroki Kitagawa,

Yasuyuki Watanabe,Takeshi Sukegawa,Hiroshi Ninomiya,Hu Qian

Structural engineer(s). Mamoru Kawaguchi & Engineers

Mechanical engineer(s). P.T.Morimura & Assosiates

Others. Acoustical design\Nagata Acoustics

Local architects office\Beijing Institute of Architectural Design & Research

General contractor

Concrete and exterior construction\Shenzhen Jianye co.,ltd.

Steel construction\Shenzhen Jianshen and Steel Structure Construction Engineering co.,

Ltd.
Structural system. RC+ S

Major materials. Granite stone,Sand Stone,Slate,Glass,Stainless steel
Area. Site area\(Library)29 612.1m*Concert Hall)26 234.0 m?
Building area\(Library)8 808.5 m*(Concert Hall)8 853.8 m*
Total floor area\(Library)33 663.5 m* (Concert Hall)25 614.0 m? (Basement)30 467.3 m®
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rupted in the middle by a street. The facade is designed to be seen
from a moving automobile. At night, a long horizontal light band
adorns the top.

The concert-hall block is on the north side. Behind the yellow wall
are the various rooms in the back of the concert hall.

The east side of the cultural center faces the green belt. Intended to
be seen by pedestrians, it has a more delicate scale. The deck con-
necting the two blocks serves as a small front plaza. If the deck is a
stage, then the 30-meter high undulating walls of vertically ribbed
glass are curtains on either side of the stage. These glass curtains
are curved at the ground level and straight along the axes of the
building. The result is a set of hyperbolic paraboloid surfaces. Just
behind them are glazed forms based on a triangular grid.

The main public access is from the street running through the middle
of the facility. There are entrances on both sides of the street. The
entrances lead to atriums with treelike structures. The structure on
the concert-hall side is finished in gold, and the one on the library
side in silver. This is in keeping with an ancient Chinese custom of
pairing gold and silver objects.

The two blocks, each about 50 meters wide, have curved beams and
similarly shaped ceiling sections.

A radial block is the central feature of the library. Six split-level
floors have been inserted into the large space, reflecting the way
the departments are organized. The organization makes it clear that
the levels are independent yet parts of the whole.

The concert hall consists of a large 1,800-seat hall and a small 400-
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seat hall. The large hall is of the vineyard type; an organ is installed
at the far end. The wall behind the organ can be opened. The rever-
beration time can thus be adjusted by changing the volume of the
space. A 5.5-centimeter thick layer of concrete forms a reflective
surface on the ceiling; suspended from it is a framework fitted with
various pieces of equipment.

(Arata Isozaki)

English translated by Hiroshi Watanabe
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Electric maze(1968)

TEXE (1868)

The glass curtain wall at the background of black walls is faced with
the square. In the middle are the concert hall and golden tree
functions. The solid and black wall matches the velocity and flow
of the traffic road behind it. The soft and curved glass and running
water cascade in front correspond to the man flow from the square.
The overall concept formed initially lasted till completion.
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t stage and study on the glass cascade

There is a span about 50m formed between 40m-high walls and
glass cascade. A treelike structure has been planned to support
part of the large roof. The section of the roof is shaped like a ribbon,
fixed at two ends and dropped freely, that is, an overhanging curve.
The horizontal eave and curves drawn on the ground stretch the
steel wire, with the gaps filled in by the glass. The whole forms a
gigantic winding curved face.

ES40 mNEBMEBERS L BFATHAE 50 mEBENAZTE. MRS
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Four groups of treelike structures support
the polyhedral glass roof of the entrance
hall. Each branch is processed out of gold
and silver foil. The branch varies from 7.5 m
to 15 m in length, with the belly core of pipes
at the diameter of 350 mm. The steel pipes
together with the lines of the glazed roof
form the truss of three-dimensional
structure. The special cast steel joints are
fabricated in the conjunctions of steel pipes.
To forge the joint where four or five steel
pipes at different angles can gather in one
point, improvement of modeling technique
of the three-dimensional sample with the
CAD software has made great
contributions.
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