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PREFACE &

By QINGHUA WANG

I seldom write prefaces for others since ] am not good at doing this due to my limited talent,
knowledge and experience. Therefore, 1 always politely turned down the requests to write prefaces.
However, there are rare exceptions that [ can not help writing the prefaces, such as “Tea Fair”, and

this book - Mr. Yuxiu Song’s “Passion for Distinctive Stones”.

Mr. Yuxiu Song is a well-known educator in Shanxi Province, he attained with eminent achieve-
ments and outstanding fame from his forty years of education career when he retired as the Secre-
tary of Shanxi Education Committee. I was so moved that as a noble and prestigious old person
Yuxiu visited my home several times to discuss the issues about this book. Needless to say, when

Mr. Song asked me to write the preface for this book, I can not find a single excuse to refuse.

Mr. Yuxiu Song fell in love with stones in 1996 when he retired from his busy executive admin-
istration position to have more time at home. It has been nine years since he followed a friends
advice to collect, appreciate and research the stones in order to pursue a life of interest and art and
mend the heart and soul and refine his temperament. In the past nine years, Yuxiu worked hard to
go hither and thither to search for distinctive stones, his footprints cover almost all over the mour-
tains and rivers in Shanxi province, which can be also found in more than ten provinces such as
Sichuan, Anhui, Shandong, etc. Besides, he bought distinctive stones and minerals originated
from more than forty countries when he visited USA, Canada and Korea. Whenever he finds a
distinctive stone, he will place it on a book shelf and enjoys it for days and nights, ponders over it
again and again to entertain the peace of mind. Sometimes when he stares at the stones, he is
suddenly inspired to write a passionate poem. He wrote down dozens of poems after several
years. Yuxiu has an indissoluble bond with stones, he loves, longs for and clings to them. Unlike
some stone collectors who pursue profit or fame out of the collection, he Ppursues spiritual experi-
ence of reality, honesty and beauty to reach his purposes of refining temperament, attaining men-
tal tranquility, encouraging for vigorous efforts and realizing the truth while he gazes at stones
close by his heart goes thousands miles away. Yuxin understands sincerely that a collection of
stones is an art of discovery and not for material gain. Collecting stones with the purpose of fame
and profit, one will find no pleasure and lose unconventionality and relaxation in his life. Therefore,
without pursuing the common greediness, fame and profit, Yuxiu collects, enjoys and reads the

stones with a peaceful heart to rejoice his soul, refine his temperament and strengthen his health,



in addition, from the “no word heaven baok™ - distinctive stone he learns a lot of nature knowledge,
absorbs writing inspiration and realizes more life philosophy. In other words, his process of
collecting, enjoying and reading stones is the one that he refines his temperament, cleans his soul,
opens and enlightens his intelligence, and comprehends the real lifc. He becomes a respectable
real collector of distinctive stones because his morality, sentiment and artistic accomplishment in

the process of distinctive stone collection.

Mr. Yuxiu Song meticulously compiled this “Passion for Distinctive Stones™ to spread stone
knowledge, expand stone culture and promote people especially youngsters’ enthusiasm of caring
for nature and life. This book with both pictures and poems in passion and rhythm is very creative.
I am so impressed with the uniqueness of the chapter of “Stone Quiz”, in this chapter there are
three sub-topics including “Animals and Plants”, “People” and “Literature Art”, each sub-topic
has stone pictures as well as the questions catching the reader’s attention, not even mentioning
how full of the philosophy and passion reflected in the 50 picces of pocms and how the apprecia-
tion of the beauty is reflected in the topic arrangement. This creative idea has never been seen in

the other published distinctive stone books.

All in all, we can say that “Passion for Distinctive Stones” is an extraordinary stone collection
book with uniqueness, contents, interests, flavor and value. It not only promotes the distinctive
stone collection in Shanxi but establishes its own position in the area of both domestic and over-
seas stone books as well, Behind this book, there lies an old human being with a heart of “an old
steed in the stable still aspires to gallop one thousand miles”; a heart of admiring and hugging

nature, respecting truth; a heart of cherishing art and life.

Like a stone gem regarded as “crystal air from mountain and water; fascinating view of sky and
earth”, this publication will be highly adored by both the collectors of distinctive stones and all

other readers.
Written at “Serenity and Happiness Stone Residence” of Shanxi Daily in November 16, 2005.

(Mr. Qinghua Wang is the Executive Vice-Chairman of Shanxi Stone Culture and Art Research

Association)
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By ZUOJI MA

Mr. Yuxiu Song was in charge of Shanxi education administration for many years and he is a well-
known educator in our province. In order to make the education of the socialism China to satisfy the
need of the modernization, he worked hard and made significant contributions to the education re-

form and development.

Mr. Song retired from his position in the education administration in 1996 and started to pay more
attention to distinctive mountains, elegant stones, natural forests and mountain springs. One time, a
friend suggested Yuxiu make connections with stones, which is good to both his physical and mental
health. This good advice opened the door of Yuxiu's passion for stoues. As he put in his postscript
with enthusiasm and emotion, *“I visited almost all of the river banks in Shanxi province and more
than ten provinces including Sichuan, Anhui, Shandong, etc to look for or purchase distinctive stones.
I bought distinctive stones and minerals originated from more than forty countries wheu I visited
USA, Canada and Korea.” His knowledge and feelings to stones accumulate gradually as he gets in

touch and spends more and more time and effort with stones.

Yuxiu has high spirits of emotion. He not only went to our famous mouutains and big rivers to search
for gems and jade but also visited foreign countries for stones. The discovery of distinctive stones
makes him enchanted. Yuxiu is very knowledgeable in art and deeply appreciates the beauty of the
art enjoyment. His affectiou for the stones unfolds his aesthetic imagination. His heart and soul are in

harmony with the images of the distinctive stones, and he knows well the flavor of them.

“Passion for Distinctive Stones” iucludes 50 pieces of distinctive stones and 50 poems in them.
Yuxiu writes new poems with inspiration when he sees the vivid shapes of the images of stones.
Every stone and poem are uniquely and attractively integrated, say, “THE DESERT
CHRYSANTHEMUM?”, “PEONY STONE”, “FIREWORKS", “THE JUJUBE GARDEN",
“MOONLIKE STONE”, “PEACOCK DISPLAYS ITS FINE TAIL FEATHERS”, “RIDGES AND
PEAKS” and “RED BUTTERFLY”, hence exhibit

various depths of fascination and artistic conceptions. Distinctive stones are in a variety of formation
whereas poems are honest and sincere, moderate and smooth, unconventionally graceful, which reso-
nate with each other. To take poem “MOONLIKE STONE” as an example, “The light of the moon is



dim, So many stars are twinkling in the sky, [ have spare time to enjoy this stone, I will quietly sing
the poem.” The poet enjoys the stone, he sees “the moon is dim” and “the stars are twinkling,” The
sight strikes a chord in the poet’s heart, he feels that stars and moon have mutual affinity with him.

Therefore, the poet i with “stars” and “moon” for his aspirations. This poem has the

magic to feel but no shape to touch.

“Passion for Distinctive Stones™ is fulfilled through arduous work of summarizing passionate feel-
ings and emotions of the real world. The poems such as “MOTHER MENG TEACHING CHILD”,
“LITTLE BLOSSOMS CALL FOR SPRING”, “BORROWING EAST WIND”, “QU YUAN ASK-
ING FOR JUSTICE”, “WOODPECKER” and “PEACOCK FLYING SOUTHEAST” resemble the
splashes of the converged river rapids between the mountains to express the poet’s affection with the
distinctive stones. The poet writes a poem to express his feelings of opinion, advice and caution
among others. For example, in his poem “PEACOCK FLYING SOUTHEAST”, he says, “Her body
is light, tail is long, the orange feather is shining like a gold ray, She has to fly away to go southcast,
She can not stay here even she is a gold phoenix.” This poem with her elegance and proximity to the

real life encourages the readers to treat the life realistically.

“In summery, this book has vivid stone images with poems that relates the true life, the harmony
between the stones and their poems reaches a pinnacle, which benefits from Yuxiu’s extensive back-
ground and experience. It is a miracle to portray the stone without describing it thoroughly. In terms
of the artistic structure of his poem, most of them are telling the objective things first, then express
his own feelings. All the poems have individual characters and great artistic attainments. The lan-

guage he uses in the poems is plain and nature, lively and resonates to the readers.

“Iam no expert on the stone selection, evaluation and collection. However, I am very glad to write
the preface for Yuxiu's “Passion for Distinctive Stones”. Meanwhile, I hope that the art of stone will

merge with all other Chinese cultures to moving forward with full speed to form up great waves.
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