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Vitamins are organic compounds necessary in small amounts in the diet
for the normal growth and maintenance of life of animals, including man.

They do not provide energy, 1  do they construct or build any part
of the body. They are needed for 2  foods into energy and body mainte-
nance. There are thirteen or more of them, and if _ 3  is missing, a defi-

ciency disease becomes 4

1. A. either B. so C. nor D. never
2. A. shifting B. transferring
C. altering .D. transforming
3. A. any B. some
C. anything D. something
4. A. serious B. apparent C. severe D. fatal
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> Decide which of the choices given below would best complete the pas- ¢
r 3
) _sage if inserted in the corresponding blanks. Mark the correct choice for ¢

" each blank on your ANSWER SHEET -
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The 1990s have been designated the Decade Against Drug Abuse by the
United Nations. But, 1 less than three years to go before the end of the
decade, governments and health organizations 2  that they have made
3 progress in reducing drug,alcohol and tobacco abuse. Today , consump-
tion of all these substances is increasingly steadily worldwide. 4  every
country now has problems with 5  drugs. And the world is producing and
consuming more alcohol and tobacco than ever. Between 1970 and 1990 beer
production _ 6 rose by over 80 percent. And, 7  the number of smokers
keeps on _ 8 by the second or third 9  of the next century there could
be 10 million deaths each year 10  smoking related illnesses.

Drugs are also a huge burden 11 the world economy. In the United
States , for example, it’s estimated that alcohol and illegal drug use costs the
country tens of billions of dollars each year,mainly 12 health care. When
the cost of tobacco — related illnesses is added, 13  total more than doub-
les.

Drugs are also closely _ 14  crime. Many police forces no longer
15 between illegal and legal drugs when fighting crime. In Australia, for
example, experts 16 that police in some parts of the country spend be-
tween 70 and 80 percent of their time dealing with alcohol - related inci-

dents.
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have more money to spend. Tobacco and alcohol companies are now

much more on developing countries to take

19

And criminals involved in the illegal drug trade are following 20

B RE S LR E RO B iR R

One explanation for the increase in drug 17

is simply that people

18

of greater wealth there.

,introdu-

cing drugs into countries where they were previously hardly use.
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5 questwns or unfinished statements, each with four suggested answers .
" marked A , B, C and D. Choose the one that you think is the correct an-

swer.

Mark your answers on your ANSWER SHEET
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Before the mid-1860’s, the impact of the railroads in the United States
was limited, in the sense that the tracks ended at this Missouri River, ap-
proximately the center of the country. At the point the trains turned their
freight, mail, and passengers over to steamboats, wagons, and stagecoaches.
This meant that wagon freighting, stagecoaching, and steamboating did not
come to an end when the first train appeared; rather they became supple-

3

ments or feeders. Each new “end-of-track” became a center for animal-

drawn or waterborne transportation. The major effect of the railroad was to

shorten the distance that had to be covered by the older, slower, and more )
costly means. Wagon freighters continued operating throughout the 1870’s .
and 1880’s and into the 1890’s. Although over constantly shrinking routes,
and coaches and wagons continued to crisscross the West wherever the rails
had not yet been laid. The beginning of a major change was foreshadowed in

the later 1860’s, when the Union Pacific Railroad at last began to build west-

ward from the Central Plains city of Omaha to meet the Central Pacific Rail-
.5.
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road advancing eastward from California through the formidable barrier of the
Sierra Nevada. Although President Abraham Lincoln signed the original Pa-
cific Railroad bill in 1862 and a revised, financially much more generous ver-
sion in 1864, little construction was completed until 1865 on the Central Pa-
cific and 1866 on the Union Pacific. The primary reason was skepticism that
a Railroad built through so challenging and thinly settled a stretch of desert,
mountain, and semiarid plain could pay a profit. In the words of an econo-
mist, this was a case of “premature enterprise” , where not only the cost of
construction but also the very high risk deterred private investment. In dis-
cussing the Pacific Railroad bill, the chair of the congressional committee
bluntly stated that without government subsidy no one would undertake so un-
promising a venture; yet it was a national necessity to link East and West to-
gether.
21. The author refers to the impact of railroads before the late 1860’s as

“limited” because

A. the track did not take the direct route from one city to the next

B. passengers and freight had to transfer to other modes of transportation

to reach western destinations

C. passengers preferred stagecoaches

D. railroad travel was quite expensive
22. What can be inferred about coaches and wagon freighters as the railroad

expanded?

A. They developed competing routes.

B. Their drivers refused to work for the railroads.

C. They began to specialize in private investment.

D. There were insufficient numbers of trained people to operate them.

23. Why does the author mention the Sierra Nevada in line 177
. 6-
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To argue that a more direct route to the West could have been taken. 3%

To identify a historically significant mountain range in the West.

o w >

To point out the location of a serious train accident.
D. To give an example of an obstacle faced by the central pacific.

24. The word “subsidy” in line 27 is closest in meaning to

A. persuasion B. financing
C. explanation D. penalty
HrexT B

Certainly no creature in the sea is odder than the common sea cucum-
ber. All iiving creature, especially human beings, have their peculiarities,
but everything about the little sea cucumber seems unusual. What else can be
said about a bizarre animal that, among other eccentricities, eats mud, feeds
almost continuously day and night but can live without eating for long peri-
ods, and can be poisonous but is considered supremely edible by gourmets?

For some fifty million years, despite all its eccentricities, the sea cu-
cumber has subsisted on its diet of mud. It is adaptable enough to live atta-
ched to rocks by its tube feet, under rocks in shallow water, or on the surface
of mud flats. Common in cool water on both Atlantic and Pacific shores, it
has the ability to suck up mud or sand and digest whatever nutrients are pres-
ent. .

Sea cucumbers come in a variety of colors, ranging from black to red-
dish-brown to sand-color and nearly white. One form even has vivid purple
tentacles. Usually the creatures are cucumber-shaped—hence their name—
and because they are typically rock inhabitants, this shape, combined with
flexibility, enables them to squeeze into crevices where they are safe from
predators and ocean currents.

Although they have voracious appetites, eating day and night, sea cu-
c 7.
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cumbers have the capacity to become quiescent and live at a low metabolic
rate—feeding sparingly or not at all for long periods, so that the marine or-
ganisms that provide their food have a chance to multiply. If it were not for
this faculty, they would devour all the food available in a short time and
W(;uld probably starve themselves out of existence.

But the most spectacular thing about the sea cucumber is the way it de-
fends itself. Its major enemies are fish and crabs, when attacked, it squirts
all its internal organs into water. It also casts off attached structures such as
tentacles. The sea cucumber will eviscerate and regenerate itself if it is at-
tacked or even touched; it will do the same if the surrounding water tempera-
ture is Loo high or if the water becomes too polluted.

.25. According to the passage, why is the shape of sea cucumbers important?

A. It helps them to digest their food.

B. It helps them to protect themselves from danger.

C. It makes it easier for them to move through the mud.

D. It makes them attractive to fish.

26. The fourth paragraph of the passage primarily discusses

A. the reproduction of sea cucumbers

B. the food sources of sea cucumbers

C. the eating habits of sea cucumbers

D. threats to sea cucumbers’ existence
27. What can be inferred about the defence mechanisms of the sea cucum-

ber?

A. They are very sensitive to surrounding stimuli.

B. They are almost useless.

C. They require group cooperation.

D. They are similar to those of most sea creatures.

. 8-



