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Preface

Seal cutting, a unique and creative art with a tong history, deep aesthetical connotations and peculiar
Chinese cultural characteristics in the world, has its origin in ancient practical seals, which appeared in
the Yin and Shang dynasties, reached a splendid stale in the Qin and Han dynasties, became linked with
painting and calligraphy afier the Six Dynaslies, evelved into an independent art in the Yuan Dynasty and
reached ils peak in the Ming and Qing dynasties. Poetry, calligraphy, painting and seal cutting add radiance
and beauty 1o each other.

Modern seal cutters arc carrywng on the past and opening a way for fulure. Lt 18 hopeful that
aller reaching a zenith m the Qin and Han dynasties and reaching another peak in the Ming and Qing
dynagties, the splendid seal cotting wilt teach an even higher place, Seal shops in various Jocalities are
in larpe numbers, specialized seal cutting newspapers and periodicals are thriving, seal cutting education
is flourishing, and theme exhibiions are numerous. Modemn seal cutters broaden their views and read
extensively, exploring the art courageously and independently. As a result, celebrities and masters appear
one afier another. Under such a favorable situation, the National Art Museum of China planned and
sponsored “the National Art Museum of China Seal Cutting Invitational Exhibition™ a timely manner. 62
Chinese seal cutters have been invited to cut rocks with knives and a total of 249 seal cutting works are on
display. We have been greatly encouraged by Mr. Li Langing, the former vice premier, who cut two square
seals to celebrate this great occasion, and expect that seal cutting masters will discuss and exchange views
with each other at this exhibition, therefore the general public can feel the infinite charm contained in smail
Chinese seal cutting works.

Fan D¥i’an
Director of the National Art Museumn of China
September 2006
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