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LEARNING ENRICHMENT

China in American Classrooms

Let's Visit China

Take your students on a “field trip”
to one of the most exciting and culturally
diverse nations in the world.

Teacher’s Guide

The Chinese seem to know more about
Americans than the other way around.

i —Yao Ming, Shanghai native, player
Chinese children count each stroke, learning to use fOI’ the HOUSIOH Rockets basketba” team

numbers as they learn to write.

Welcome!

Imagine that you hold a key to helping your students increase their global awareness
and their appreciation of cultural diversity. Picture yourself using this key to unlock the
door to understanding, respect and tolerance.

This Teaching Unit is just such a key. Inside is a wealth of information, a poster, and
classroom activities designed to introduce your students to China, a country whose cul-
ture can seem both familiar and foreign to us. This program is a way to celebrate the
similarities and differences that exist among all the peoples on Earth.

So let's get started! Let's visit Chinal

In This Teaching Unit

Teacher's Guide

Play for students to perform

Three skills-based reproducible activity pages to enhance students' understanding
of China

Two-sided poster:

Side 1: “ We Are China's Children,” photo montage

Side 2: “ Let's Visit China,” illustrated map

Curricul‘u‘fn‘ Sﬁéndards

This unit has been carefully aligned with the National Education Standards for grades
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one and two:
« Appreciate the cultural diversity of other nations

Become familiar with other people, places, and environments

+ Compare and contrast

Understand the world in spatial terms, such as identifying locations (cities), transpor-
tation routes (rivers and other waterways), and regions.

_ FY: Fast Facts

China's Past

C

China is possibly 6,000 years old, making it the world's oldest continuous civilization.
For thousands of years, a succession of powerful families, called dynasties, ruled
China. Some presided over times of awesome creativity, producing great sculp-

tures and paintings and exquisite poetry.

After the Ching Dynasty was overthrown in 1911, China was declared a republic
in 1912.

In 1949, China went through another enormous change. After years of wars and
rebellions, the Communist Party, led by Mao Zedong (mow dzay- doong), took
control. October 1, China's National Day, observes this momentous event.

For the next 25 years, the People's Republic of China was isolated from much of
the rest of the world. This lasted until the 1970s.

In 1972, Richard M. Nixon met with both Mao Zedong and Zhou Enlai when he
became the first President of the United States to visit China. Now more than
800,000 Americans visit China every year.

From 1949 to 1978, decision-makers in Beijing kept a tight grip on agriculture,
manufacturing, and other sectors of the nation's economy. The government began
to encourage free enterprise in 1978. The result: China's economy has grown
faster over the past 25 years than any other economy in history.

hina Today

With more than 1.3 billion people, China has the world's largest population. One of
every five people in the world lives in China.

At 3,705,410 square miles, China is larger in size tiian the United States.

China has widespread mountainous areas. That leaves less than 15 percent of its
land for farming.

More than 93 percent of the people in China can read and write.

More people speak Mandarin Chinese than any other language in the world.

Six out of every 10 Chinese live in rural areas.

China is the largest apple producer in the world.
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China in American Classrooms

The United States is the only nation that uses more energy than China.

In 1949, China made almost no factory products. Today, China is a major manufacturer.
China, whose athletes have excelled in many Olympic sports, will be the site of
the Summer Olympic Games in 2008.

In 2004, the United States and China exchanged about $200 billion worth of goods
and services.

About 92 percent of all Chinese are Han, the nation's largest ethnic group. Ten
minority groups each have a population of more than 2 million people.

Share the Poster

Slde 1

Display Side 1 of the poster. Invite individual students to view the poster in their
free time. Then plan a class meeting time to discuss their observations. Prompt
discussion with questions such as:
What do you see on this poster?
Where do you think the children in these photos live? How do you know?
What are the children in the photos doing?

« What do these activities tell you about the children's interests? Do you ever do
some of these same things?
What kinds of different weather do you think these children are dressed for? How
do you know? (Tell children that China has some places that are warm and some
that are cold.)

Actlwtles for Poster Slde 1

“Chlldren of the United States”
Invite children to each bring to school a small photo of themselves.
Use a piece of oaktag or craft paper to make a companion poster for your “Children
of China” poster.

- Label this poster “Children of the United States.”
Divide a separate lined piece of chart paper into two columns. Label the first column,
“Things We Can Tell About a Person from Looking at a Photo.” Label the second
column,“Things We Cannot Tell About a Person from a Photo.”
Look together at your two posters. Have children suggest items to list in each
column. Prompt responses by asking questions, such as: Can you tell what color
the children's eyes are? Can you tell if they like to swim? Can you tell if they are
boys or girls? Can you tell if they can be trusted? Can you tell if they would be
good friends for you?
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Include questions about the settings of each photo.
Ask children to explain their answers.

List Places to Go, People to See

+ Have children imagine a child from China is planning to visit your classroom. Help
students brainstorm a list describing what they would like for such a visitor to do,
see, hear, taste, and touch, and whom they would like such a visitor to meet.
Explain what is meant by customs and culture. Encourage children to describe
places of interest they might want their Chinese friend to experience in order to
get a feel for local customs and culture.

Side 2

- Display Side 2 of the poster. This side introduces students to a map of China and
some points of interest China has to offer.

Look at the map and the map key with your class. Help children read the key and
use it to locate China's capital city of Beijing, the mountainous areas, and the
rivers as shown on the map.

Explain what is meant by a capital city. Ask if any of the children know the name of
their own state's capital or the capital of our country.

+ Point out the four directions (north, east, south, and west) shown on the compass
rose and use these directionality words as you walk students through the details
of the map. (For example, “The Yangtze River is south of the capital city of Beijing.”)
Use the small world map (inset) to help children locate China and the United States,
and to compare the land mass sizes of the two countries.

Ask children to locate and describe the Chinese flag shown on the poster. Tell the
children that the large star on China's flag stands for the government of the
country and the small stars represent its people.

Look at a U.S. flag. Compare the details on China's flag to those on our flag.

Activities for Poster Side 2

Display Iltems Made In China

+ Bring to school a collection of items bearing a label or stamp reading, “Made in
China.” Tell children that these items were made in China and exported to the
United States.

- Send a note home to families asking them to help the children each locate three to
five additional items that were made in China. Set up a display table.

+ Have children use folded index cards to make stand-up labels for their items.
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Extension: Another time, share this list of Chinese inventions: paper, paper money,
printing, the compass, the abacus, kites, fireworks, umbrellas, bicycle chains, india ink,
and playing cards.

Have children work together to learn more about each of these inventions. Help them
imagine how their lives would be different if these things had not been invented. You
might, for example, spend one day going “paperless” to see how life would be without
paper.

[ Read a Play

Use with Reproducible on pages 9-12

Use the play How the Dragon Got His Sleep as part of a Lunar New Year celebration
or anytime. The play uses a misunderstood dragon to explore themes of stereotyping and
fear. After enjoying the play with students taking turns reading out loud, ask: “When have
you feared something that turned out not to be so scary? ”

Make Lucky Red Envelopes

Every year, Chinese children and their families celebrate the Lunar New Year. This
festival falls between January 21 and February 19, depending on the cycles of the moon
on the lunar calendar. (In 2005, it will begin on February 9.) On New Year's Day, the first
day of the festival, adults give children red envelopes filled with money to bring luck and
prosperity. Have your children make their own red envelopes.

- Use chart paper to brainstorm a list of kindnesses children can perform as gifts for
loved ones. Help children refer to the chart as they prepare promissory notes* (one
promise per note) to put into their envelopes and present as gifts to relatives.
Notes might say something like: “I will clean my room,” “l will help you fix breakfast
next weekend,” “1 will practice the piano,” and so on.

- Have students use red markers to color white envelopes. (In China, red is considered
a lucky color.)

« Students can then place a promissory note into each red envelope and present the
envelopes to friends and family.

(*Tip: index cards decorated with sparkly stickers can double as fine note cards.)

Explore the Chinese Zodiac

Every lunar year is represented by one of the 12 animals of the Chinese zodiac.
Some people believe we take on the characteristics of the animal that represents the
year we were born.

Use chart paper to list the following zodiac animals and their corresponding traits for
the years 1996-1999. Ask students to place their initials next to the animal they believe
best describes them.

Add the birth years to the list. Have students each use a different color marker to
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place their initials next to the animal that actually does represent their birth year. How
many students correctly guessed the year of their birth?

1996 Rat-good at solving problems, imaginative

1997 Ox-gentle, strong, trusting

1998  Tiger-brave, short-tempered, independent

1999 Rabbit-talented, quick, straightforward

Q Hello,Giant Panda :

Use with Reproducible Activity on page 13

China is home to many rare and beautiful animals, including South China tigers,
crowned cranes, deer, dolphins, golden monkeys, alligators, and snakes. China has the
most giant pandas in the world.

. To acquaint children with giant pandas, read aloud books such as Grant Pardas by
Gall Gibbons.

- Tell children that, in a spirit of friendship and cooperation, China has loaned pairs
of pandas to four different U.S. zoos (Memphis, San Diego, Atlanta, and Washington,
D.C.). That way, the zoologists here can more easily study the pandas in captivity
and share their findings with Chinese scientists.

. Offer children copies of “Hello, Giant Panda,” the poem on page 13. Talk about
the poem's meaning (that pandas are peaceful animals who want to live and not
become extinct). Help children read the poem, decide on an action verb to
complete it, and draw a picture of a panda in the space provided. Share the
resulting poems aloud or bind the pages into a book.

( Countto10inChinese |

Use with Reproducible on page14

The Chinese don't have ABCs similar to the English alphabet. They use characters

instead. Each is a symbol that stands for an idea or object.

. Talk about how symbols or drawings can be used to mean an object. Ask each
student to choose an object and, on a small piece of paper, create a symbol or
character that illustrates it. For example: A triangle might be a tree. What could be
a character for a book, a sneaker, or a toy? Students can challenge one another to
guess what each illustration shows. Label and post the drawings.

. Make copies of the page titled “Count to 10 In Chinese” and offer it to children to do
as homework. Challenge them to teach their families these words.
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Meet a Chinese Boy
Use with Reproducible on pages 15-16
Distribute copies of pages 15-16 of this guide. These pages feature an interview with
a Chinese boy named Li Chenghao (pictured in the lower right corner of the poster).
Before reading, have children look at the poster and see if they can guess anything about

the boy from his photo. After reading the interview, ask children what they learned about
this boy.

Please Return the Survey Card!

Learning Enrichment, inc., the producer of Let's
Visit China, would like to thank the Embassy of
the People's Republic of China for underwriting
the program. The Learning Enrichment staff:
Clayton Westland, Project Director; Stephanie
Tevonian, Design Director; David Herring,
Maps and Infographics; Eric Oatman, Editorial
Director; Elaine Israel, Editor; Heidi Chang,
Illustrator. We are eager to hear how well this
Study Unit meets your classroom needs.
Please fill out the postcard survey and drop
it in the mail today!
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How the Dragon Got His Sleep

Costumes (optional): Paper-plate dragon masks or water-soluble face paints and a
sheet for a dragon costume.

Words to Know: argued, dragon, mayor, noise, rice paddy, village, water buffalo

Characters:

3 Storytellers

The Dragon (could be played by several children)

Ms. Wong, Ms. Ling,

Mr. Chen, Mr. Li

Mayor

Villagers 1, 2, and others

A boy, Lin Bin, and a girl,

Ji Pan

Police Officers

(non-speaking)

Storyteller 1: Do you believe in dragons?

All Villagers: Yes! They’re scary! Oooooooh!

Storyteller 2: A very,very,very long time ago, there was a small village near a moun-
tain in China.

Storyteller 3: As with any village, its people sometimes did not get along.

Mr. Chen: Mr. Li has taken one of my water buffalo.

Mr. Li: Hah! The animal ran away because you are nasty.

Ms. Wong: Ms. Ling stole laundry from my line.

Ms. Ling: Bah! What would | want with your old laundry?

Storyteller 1: And so it went, on and on for years. The villagers liked each other. But
they did not agree on much.

Storyteller 2: The villagers did agree on one thing. They were all scared of a dragon
that lived in a cave up in the hills.

Mr. Chen: The dragon is huge and green and roars when it rains.

Mr. Li: The dragon is small and purple and roars when it is hot and dry.

Ms. Ling: The dragon sends us floods.

Ms. Wong: The dragon sends us dry weather.

Storyteller 3: The dragon got blamed for everything. But had any of the villagers ever
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seen him? No. No one had.

Villager 1: Our parents told us about him. Their parents told them.

Storyteller 1: The dragon was far away. But he could hear every word they said.

Storyteller 2: The noise kept him awake. He didn't like that at all.

Dragon: | never did anything to those people. How can they be afraid of me? They
never even met me! And why won't they stop yelling? | haven't siept right for years.

Storyteller 3: One day, the dragon decided to visit tile village. He went to ask the
villagers to be quiet.

Storyteller 1: As he came near Mr. Chen's rice paddy, the dragon yawned.

Storyteller 2: He was so tired. He couldn't keep flames from coming out of his nose.

Mr. Chen: The dragon! The dragon! Help! Help!

Storyteller 3: The dragon yawned again. Mr. Chen screamed again.

Dragon: Ouch! This man's yelling hurts my ears. I'm going back to my cave!

Mr. Li: Mr. Chen, what are you yelling about?

Mr. Chen: The dragon was here. Fire came out of his nose! He tried to eat me!

Mr. Li: Oh, sure. The dragon was here. Hah! You made that up so I'd be sorry for you.

Storyteller 1: The next day, Mr. Chen and Mr. Li argued again. The dragon went
back to the village.

Storyteller 2: The dragon saw Mr. Li and yawned. Once again fire came out of his

nose.

Mr. Li: The dragon is after me. He is trying to step on me! Help! Help!

Storyteller 3: What was the dragon to do? Back to his cave he went, dragging his tail
behind him.

Dragon: Maybe | should move to another village.

Storyteller 1: The next day, Ms. Ling and Ms. Wong argued again.

Storyteller 2: The dragon headed back to the village.
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Dragon: | have fo tell them that | can't sleep.

Storyteller 3: Ms. Ling and Ms. Wong saw him coming and hugged each other. They
took turns screaming. The dragon went home.

Mayor: Something must be done about the dragon. We must have a village meeting.

Storyteller 1: The villagers met. But all anybody did was argue. Then a child spoke up.

Lin Bin: Maybe we could meet with the dragon.

Ji Pan: Maybe he won't be so scary if you meet him.

Villager 2: Well...

Ms. Ling and Mr. Chen: We're not afraid.

Storyteller 2: But they were.

All Villagers: Call the dragon!

Storyteller 3: The village sent the two children to the dragon's cave with a note.
Police officers went along.

Storyteller 1: The dragon roared when they got there.

Lin Bin: Please don't hurt us, Mr. Dragon.

Ji Pan: Come with us. Show the villagers that you are not really scary.

Dragon: | will go to the village tomorrow. But please ask everyone to be very quiet
tonight. Then | will be rested. If I'm not rested, | will yawn. Fire will come out of my nose.
Everyone will run.

Storyteller 2: The next day, the dragon spoke to the mayor alone. Then the mayor
called everyone to a meeting.

Mayor: | call this meeting to order. We would like to thank the dragon for coming.

Dragon: You are welcome.

Mayor: The dragon has told me about the noise. | have told him how he scares us.

Dragon: | am sorry.

Mayor: We have one more problem to solve. Ms. Wong?

Ms. Wong: All the villages around here know about the dragon. They think we have
been very brave.

Mr. Li: If they hear the dragon is nice, they will laugh.

Mayor: What can we do to seem brave?

Lin Bin: Let's pretend to scare away the dragon.

Ji Pan: We can do it at a village parade.

di Pan: We will bang drums.

Lin Bin: We will make a lot of noise. We will pretend to scare away the dragon.

Ms. Ling: Will you act scared, Mr. Dragon? Please?

Dragon: OK. | will. But you must do something for me.

Mayor: What's that?



