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Sindbad the Sailor and Sindbad the Porter

Once upon a time, in the reign of the Caliph Haroun Al-
Rashid, there lived in the city of Baghdad a poor man who
earned his living by carrying burdens upon his head. He was
called Sindbad the Porter.

One day, as he was staggering under a heavy load in the
sweltering heat of the summer sun, he passed by a merchant’ s
house that stood in a pleasant, shaded spot on the roadside.

The ground before it was well swept and watered; and
Sindbad, seeing a broad wooden bench just outside the gates,
put down his load and sat there to rest a while and to wipe away
the sweat which trickled down his forehead.

A cool and fragrant breeze blew through the doorway, and
from within came the melodious strains of the lute and voices,
singing. They mingled with the choirs of birds warbling hymns
to Allah in various tongues and tunes: curlews and pigeons,
merles and bulbuls and turtle-dove.

Moved with great joy, he went up to the door and, looking
within, saw in the centre of the noble courtyard a beautiful
garden, around which stood numerous slaves and eunuchs and
such an array of attendants as can be found only in the courts of

illustrious kings. And all about the place floated the aroma of
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the choicest meats and wines.

Sindbad lifted up his burden and was about to go his way
when there came from within a handsome and well-dressed little
page, who took him by the hand, saying, “Pray come in; my
master wishes to speak with you. ~

The porter politely declined; but the lad would take no
refusal. So Sindbad left his burden in the vestibule with the
door-keeper and followed the page into the house.

He was conducted into a magnificent and spacious hall,
where an impressive company of nobles and mighty sheikhs
were seated according to rank at tables spread with the daintiest
meats and richest wines, and gaily decked with flowers and
fruit. On one side of the hall sat beautiful slave-girls who sang
and made music; and to the fore reclined the host, a venerable
old man whose beard was touched with silver. Bewildered at the
grandeur and majesty of all that he beheld, the porter thought to
himself: By Allah, this must either be a corner of Paradise or the
palace of some mighty king!

Sindbad courteously greeted the distinguished assembly
and wished them joy and prosperity. He then stood in silence
with eyes cast down.

The master of the house welcomed him kindly and bade
him draw near and be seated. He ordered his slaves to set be-

fore the porter a choice of delicate foods and pressed him to




FERRBHEEIR,

MR FEABERY, EEE, BEEL—IE
BEH . RERTWOERIN, b “HRERE kR
e, EREAHEIRBE,

R e, A S FRIIMA, TRIE
SRYIAE T TVER ST TAR R B b A 2 1

B — R ST EIE LAY, B
AWERE B, KRS B SR G G700 ]
AL, £ EBWTHERRE, ULEWKSENEH
KR o FERIT 89— WA ER5E 6 A M A TEAR YA
HUWRAL IR, AL TEE I EAR— LRI,
WIBAEE . MARFEAHRITHRZREERAOR,
CHER: “MEERE, RERARKE, BaE
wERER. "

FRIR S LR AR AR O 1 i B R BT AL IR AR
i ft A THLAR , AR5 IR Sk U 7R T — 556

EREAREESHRFERL, HFHMEAC
M EH R . FA LB G MITE BB & HRE R



eat. After pronouncing the blessing Sindbad fell to, and when he
had eaten his fill, he washed his hands and thanked the old
sheikh for his hospitality.

“You are welcome to this house, my friend, ”said the host,
“and may this day bring you joy. We would gladly know your
name and calling. ”

“My name is Sindbad, "he answered, “by trade a porter. ~

“How strange a chance! " smiled the old man. “For my
name, too, is Sindbad. They call me Sindbad the Sailor. ”

“Presently, my brother, you shall hear the tale of my fortunes
and all the hardships that I suffered before I rose to my present
state and became the lord of this mansion where we are now as-
sembled. For only after long toil, fearful ordeals, and dire peril did
I achieve this fame. Seven voyages I made in all, each a story of
such marvel as confounds the reason and fills the soul with won-
der. All that befell me had been pre-ordained; and that which the
moving hand of Fate has written no mortal power can revoke. ~

The First Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor

Know, my friends, that my father was the chief merchant of
this city and one of its richest men. He died while I was still a
child, leaving me great wealth and many estates and farmlands.

As soon as I came of age and had control of my inheri-
tance, I took to extravagant living. I clad myself in the costliest

robes, ate and drank sumptuously, and consorted with reckless
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prodigals of my own age, thinking that this mode of life would
endure for ever.

It was not long before I awoke from my heedless folly to
find that I had frittered away my entire fortune. I was stricken
with horror and dismay at the gravity of my plight, and
bethought myself of a proverb of our master Solomon, son of
David, which my father often used to cite: The day of death is
better than the day of birth, a live dog is better than a dead lion,
and the grave is better than poverty. I sold the remainder of my
lands and my household chattels for the sum of three thousand
dirham, and, fortifying myself with hope and courage, resolved
to travel abroad and trade in foreign lands.

I bought a large quantity of merchandise and made
preparations for a long voyage. Then I set sail together with a
company of merchants in a river-ship bound for Basrah.

There we put to sea and, voyaging many days and nights
from isle to isle and from shore to shore, buying and selling and
bartering wherever the ship anchored, we came at length to a
little island as fair as the Garden of Eden. Here the captain of
our ship cast anchor and put out the landing-planks.

The passengers went ashore and set to work to light a
fire. Some busied themselves with cooking and washing, some
fell to eating and drinking and making merry, while others, like

myself, set out to explore the island.
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Whilst we were thus engaged we suddenly heard the cap-
tain cry out to us from the ship, “All aboard, quickly! Abandon
everything and run for your lives! The mercy of Allah be upon
you, for this is no island but a gigantic whale floating on the
bosom of the sea, on whose back the sands have settled and
trees have grown since the world was young! When you lit the
fire it felt the heat and stirred. Make haste, I say; or soon the
whale will plunge into the sea and you will all be lost! ”

Hearing the captain’ s cries, the passengers made for the
ship in panic-stricken flight, leaving behind their cooking-pots
and other belongings. Some reached the ship in safety, but oth-
ers did not; for suddenly the island shook beneath our feet and,
submerged by mountainous waves, sank with all that stood upon
it to the bottom of the roaring ocean.

Together with my unfortunate companions I was engulfed
by the merciless tide; but Providence came to my aid, casting in
my way a great wooden trough which had been used by the ships
company for washing. Impelled by that instinct which makes all
mortals cling to life, I held fast to the trough and, bestriding it
firmly, paddled away with my feet as the waves tossed and
buffeted me on every side. Meanwhile the captain hoisted sail
and set off with the other passengers. I followed the ship with
my eyes until it vanished from sight, and I resigned myself to

certain death.
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Darkness soon closed in upon the ocean. All that night and
throughout the following day 1 drifted on, lashed by the wind
and the waves, until the trough brought me to the steep shores of
a densely wooded island, where trees hung over the sea.

I caught hold of one of the branches and with its aid
managed to clamber ashore after fighting so long for my
life. Finding myself again on dry land, I realized that I had lost
the use of my legs, and my feet began to smart with the bites of
fish. Worn out by anguish and exertion, I sank into a death-like
slumber. -

It was not until the following morning when the sun rose
that I came to my senses. But my feet were so sore and swollen
that I could move about only by crawling on my knees.

By good fortune, however, the island had an abundance of
fruit-trees, which provided me with sustenance, and many
springs of fresh water, so that after a few days my body was re-
stored to strength and my spirit revived. I cut myself a staff from
the branch of a tree, and with its aid set out to explore the island
and to admire the many goodly things which Allah had planted
on its soil.

One day, as | was roaming about the beach in an unfa-
miliar part of the island, I caught sight of a strange object in
the distance which appeared to be some wild beast or

sea-monster. As | drew nearer and looked more closely at it,
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I saw that it was a noble mare of an uncommonly high stature
haltered to a tree. On seeing me the mare gave an ear-splitting
neigh which made me take to my heels in terror.

Presently a man emerged from the ground and pursued
me, shouting, “Who are you and whence have you come? What
are you doing here?”

“Sir, ” I replied, “I am a luckless voyager, abandoned in
the middle of the sea; but it was Allah’ s will that I should be
rescued from the fury of the waves and cast upon this island. "

The stranger took me by the hand and bade me follow
him. He led me to a subterranean cavern and, after asking me to
be seated, he placed some food before me and invited me to
eat. When I had eaten my fill he questioned me about the for-
tunes of my voyage, sad I related to him all that had befallen me
from first to last.

“But, pray tell me, sir, ” 1 inquired, as my host marveled at
my adventure, “what is the reason of your vigil here and for
what purpose is this mate tethered on the beach ?”

“Know, " he replied, “that I am one of the many grooms of
King Mahrajan. We have charge of all his horses and are sta-
tioned in different parts of this island. Each month: on the night
of the full moon, we tether all the virgin mares on the beach and
hide in shelters near by. Presently the sea-horses scent the

mares and, after emerging from the water, leap upon the beasts
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