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Through abundant and elegant pictures, as well as de-
tailed introduction, this photo-album Charm of China
showcases splendid and graceful sceneries in China in
four parts: the East, the South, the West and the North,
roughly according to their geographic locations. We
handpick 200-odd photographic works taken in different
seasons and weathers and at different angles to display
more than 180 charming attractions in China. As an E
¢lish master of photographing once expressed his photo-

sraphing idea: “The less I show in my picture, the more

¢
it displays which enable views to have much more

imagination.” That is also our wish to compile this album.
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The highest plateau in the world: Qinghai-Tibet Plateau
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The highest saltwater lake in the world: Namco Lake in Tibet
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The highest peak in the world: Mt. Qomolangma in Tibet
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The largest transnational waterfall in Asia: Detian Waterfall in Guangxi
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st modemized forest zone in China: Daxinganling in Heilongjiang
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T'he largest grassland in China: Hulun Buir Grassland in Inner Monglia T'he largest imperial garden extant in China: Summer Resort in Hebei
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The largest desert in China: Taklamakan Desert in Xinjiang The only river flows into the Arctic Ocean in China: Ertix River

o [ 5i K 695 LR K 134

The largest alpine barrier lake in China: Jingpo Lake
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The longest of lake 3 striver in China: Yangtze River
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at river in China: Yarlung Zangbo
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The most famous tropical scenic resort in China: Hainan Island The largest island in China: Taiwan Island
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Situated in the eastern part of the Asian Continent, the
People’s Republic of China is one of the largest countries in the
world with abundant resources and products, and complicated
vet colorful physical geographic environment. These bestow China
with enchanting natural landscape, including magnificent and ex-
tending plateaus, imposing and rolling mountains, boundless and
attractive deserts, large and fruitful basins, limitless and flat plains,
beautiful and endless grasslands, as well as rushing rivers and
mist-covered lakes. Although, in a sense, the captivating scenery
is simply formed by mountains and waters, the nature creates so
many wonderful landscapes possessing great aesthetic values on
vast land of China by means of different combination and various
shapes, just as the three-primary colors create a multihued world.
The souls of mountains and rivers are displayed thoroughly, and
their emotions reach to the acme of perfection.

General Topography

The physical relief of China drops off in a series of escarp-
ments eastward to the ocean. The surging Yellow River and roll-
ing Yangtze River, both rising in mountains on the Qinghai-Tibet
Plateau in the west of China but emptying into the Bohai and
Donghai seas respectively in the east, reflect the feature. China’s
topography is varied and complicated, and plateaus, mountains,
hills, basins and plains are widely distributed throughout the
country, presenting different natural landscapes. Taking a bird’s-
eye view of China, the terrain gradually descends like a four-step
staircase.

The top of the “staircase” is the Qinghai-Tibet Plateau, which
is reputed as the “Roof of the World” with an average height of
more than 4,000 meters above sea level. Standing on the plateau
are many lofty mountains and glaciers including Kunlun, Altun,
Gangdise, Qilian, Tanggula and Himalayas, scattering among
which are prairies with lush grass, wavy lakes and basins of vari-
ous sizes. From Kunlun and Qilian mountains at the northern edge
of Qinghai-Tibet Plateau and Minshan, Qionglai and Hengduan
mountain ranges at its eastern edge eastward is the second step
with an average elevation of between 1,000 and 2,000 meters. It
comprises primarily Inner Mongolia, Loess and Yunnan-Guizhou
plateaus, and the Tarim, Junggar and Sichuan basins. The third
step, about 500-1,000 meters in elevation, begins at a line drawn
around the Daxing’anling (Greater Hinggan), Taihang, Wushan
and Xuefeng mountain ranges and extends eastward to the coast.
In the area, from north to south, are the Northeast Plain, the North
China Plain and the Plain of the Middle and Lower Reaches of the
Yangtze. Additionally, south to the Yangtze River are hills and
foothills, and they are generally known as Foothills of Southeast-
ern China. To the east, the land extends out into the ocean, in a
continental shelf, the fourth step of the staircase. The water here
is less than 200 meters deep. Many islands and isles are scattered
in the vast expanse of seas.

Mountains and Hills

China is occasionally called the land of mountains. About 43
per cent of its territory is mountainous or hilly. Mountains and
hills can be found all over the country, forming the skeleton of
China’s landform, which also affect local rivers’ flow direction and
different climate in varying degrees. According to the trend, they
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are roughly classified into four groups: east-west, northeast-
southwest, northwest-southeast and south-north.

The east-west trending mountains are major ones in China,
which are arranged in three rows. Going from north to south they
are Tianshan and Yinshan mountains, Kunlun and Qinling
mountains, as well as Nanling (Southern Mountain Ranges).
Among them, the Nanling on the Guangxi-Hunan-Guangdong-
Jiangxi border comprises 5 mountain ridges, and is trunk of hills
in the southeast of China. Though not high, the Nanling range is a
natural dividing line in southern China, separating the Yangtze
River from the Zhujiang River.

Most of the northeast-southwest trending mountains are
grouped in the low-lying east of China also in three rows:
Daxing’anling, Taihang and Xuefeng mountains in the west,
Changbai and Wuyi mountains in the middle, and the Taiwan
Mountains rising on the sea in the east.

The northwest-southeast ranges, mostly in the west, include
Altay, Qilian and Himalayas. The Himalayas lying principally in
China on the southwestern edge of Qinghai-Tibet Plateau is the
most majestic and highest mountain range in the world. The main
chain of Himalayas has an average elevation of more than 6,000
meters, far exceeding the average height of any other mountain
range in the world. As many as 40 Himalayan peaks are more
than 7,000 meters above sea level, among which, the Mount
Qomolangma towering 8,844.43 meters is the highest in the world
and is reputed “the Third Pole” of the earth.

There are not much south-north ranges in China, and the
Helan and Liupan mountains in Ningxia and other provinces and
the Hengduan Mountains straddling Sichuan, Yunnan and Tibet
are most famous. The Himalayas join with the Hengduan and
other ranges to form a huge arc-shaped mountain chain.

Hills are widely distributed in the east of China, such as
Liaodong Hills, Shandong Hills and Southeast Hills. All of them
are 200 meters to 500 meters in elevation, except few are over
1,000 meters high including Taishan in Shandong, Huangshan
in Anhui and Lushan in Jiangxi.

Glaciers

China is one of counties boasting most developed glaciers in
the world. From the Altay Mountains in the north to the Yulong
Snow Mountain in Yunnan Province in the south, and from the
Gongga Mountain in Sichuan Province in the east to the Pamirs
Plateau in the west, glaciers are widely dispersed in six provinces
or autonomous regions in China including Xinjiang, Tibet, Gansu,
Qinghai, Sichuan and Yunnan. Covering an area of 56,500 square
kilometers, or 40 per cent of Asia’s total glaciers area, the glaciers
in China has ice storage of approximately 5 trillion cubic meters.
Abundant glaciers are not only natural solid reservoirs, but also
attractive tourist resource. In many a legend and many a shape,
they magically resemble arches, pagoda forests, bridges,
mushrooms, icy lakes, and icy waterfalls and so on, very vividly.

Plateaus, Plains and Basins

Plateaus cover about 26 per cent of China’s total area, mainly
in its western and central parts, or the first and second steps of
the topographical staircase. The four great ones are the Qinghai-
Tibet, Yunnan-Guizhou, Inner Mongolia and Loess plateaus. Hav-

ing an average elevation of 4,500 meters, the Qinghai-Tibet Pla-
teau in western and southwestern China is the highest plateau in
the world, embracing the whole of Tibet, Qinghai, western Sichuan
and south Xinjiang— an area of nearly 2.4 million square
kilometers. It is reputed as the “Roof of the World”. The Inner
Mongolia Plateau is the second largest plateau in China with a
total of more than one million square kilometers. Western part of
the plateau, principally consisting of deserts and gobi, is charac-
terized by dry climate with less precipitation; while the eastern
part is covered with lush grass, making it an ideal natural grazing
land. The Yunnan-Guizhou Plateau covering eastern Yunnan, the
greater part of Guizhou as well as such provinces of Guangxi,
Sichuan, Hubei and Hunan, is at an elevation of 1,000-2,000
meters. It forms the watershed of three river systems: the Yangtze,
Xijiang (largest tributary of Zhujiang River) and Yuanjing. The
crisscross rivers cut mountain areas into numerous high and steep
canyons sandwiched between towering peaks, making the plateau
surface rugged and uneven. The Loess Plateau, spanning 6 prov-
inces including Shanxi and Shaanxi covers an area of 580,000
square kilometers. It is the largest loess plateau in the world with
deepest layer of loess, which is generally 100 meters deep and
some places exceed 200 meters.

The Yangtze River, Yellow River, Zhujiang, Heilongjiang and
other great river gallop on the vast expanse of land of China, bring-
ing up many extensive and fertile plains. Widely distributed, they
cover 1.12 million square kilometers, or about 12 per cent of the
country’s total area. Most famous plains lie in the northeast and
eastern seaboard regions, including the Northeast, the North
China, and the Middle-Lower Yangtze River, Zhujiang Delta and
Western Taiwan plains. Created by mud and silt from the rivers
and their tributaries, lakes or seas, these plains, with a gentle
terrain, fertile soil, mild climate, as well as densely network of
rivers and streams, provide a base for China’s major agriculture
and farming. Among them, the Northeast Plain, consisting of
Sanjiang, Liaohe and Songnen plains, covers a total of 350,000
square kilometers and is the largest of China’s plains.

Scattering among the extensive mountainous area and in-
terlocking mountains are many basins. The largest ones — Tarim,
Dzungar, Chaidamu (Tsaidam or Qaidam) and Sichuan — are all
lying in the west of China and larger than 100,000 square
kilometers.

Rivers and Lakes

China abounds in rivers, which totally lengthening about
220,000 kilometers. More than 1,500 rivers each drain 1,000
square kilometers or larger areas. A few large rivers rise from the
Qinghai-Tibet Plateau with big drops, making China leading the
world in hydroelectric power potential. Because China’s terrain
is high in the west and low in the east, most of its rivers flow east
and empty into the Pacific Ocean, including the Yangtze, Yellow,
Heilongjiang, Haihe, Huaihe, Zhujiang rivers. Among them, the
Yangtze, 6,300 kilometers in length, is the largest river in China,
and the third longest in the world; the 5,464-kilometer-long Yel-
low River, the second longest river in China, is reputed as one of
the “Cradle of the Chinese Civilization”. The Nujiang and Yarlung
Zangbo rivers in the south of the Qinghai-Tibet Plateau flow south



out of China into the Indian Ocean, and the Ertix River in the
northwest corner of Xinjiang flows into the Arctic Ocean.

China is a land of many lakes. A total of nearly 25,000 natu-
ral lakes are found both in the warm, humid plains of the east and
the clod, high regions of the west. Over 2,800 lakes exceed one
square kilometer, of which more than 13 exceed 1,000 square
kilometers. Yet, the distribution of lakes in China is non-uniform.
Most of lakes are concentrated in the plains in the east of the
country, Qinghai-Tibet Plateau, and the rest are scattered in the
Yunnan-Guizhou Plateau, the Inner Mongolia Plateau, Xinjiang
and the northeast. Total area of lakes in the eastern plains and on
the Qinghai-Tibet Plateau accounts for over 81 per cent of the
whole lake area of China. The Qinghai Lake (salt water lake) hav-
ing an area of 4236.6 square kilometers is the largest lake in China;
while Poyang Lake ranks first among the five largest freshwater
lake of China, the other four being Dongting, Taihu, Hongze and
Chaohu. The highest lake in China is Namco Lake in Tibet, the
lowest Aiding Lake in Xinjiang, the longest lake Banggong in Tibet,
while the deepest is the Heavenly Lake on summit of Changbai
Mountain in Jiling Province.

Karst

From the Qinghai-Tibet Plateau, Roof of the World, eastward
to the Taiwan Island surrounded by surging sea, and from the
snow-land of Daxing'anling southward to the beautiful and fer-
tile islands in the South Sea, Karst topography is widely distrib-
uted in China. They exist in various forms and shapes, such as
gullies, peak forests, rocks, bridges, funnels, potholes, depressions,
basins, as well as waterfalls, hanging springs, lakes and pools on
the earth surface. Yet, the world underground is much wonderful.
There were karst caves, subterranean streams, underground lakes,
and what’s more calcareous deposits and stalactites resembling
bamboo shoots, pillars and columns, flowers, curtains, waterfalls,
basins and so on. They bring up the beautiful scenery of Guilin in
Guangxi, the Stone Forest in Yunnan, magical Underground Park
in Guizhou, dreamlike world of Jiuzhaigou in Sichuan, gushing
Baotu Spring in Shandong, overlapping caves in Shanjuan Cave
in Jiangsu, and others, each having a role to play in beautifying
the country. In Guizhou, 73 per cent of topography is made of the
Karst landform, which makes it the province possessing largest
area of karst in China, and perhaps the scenery of Guilin is the
most famous attraction of karst.

Deserts

The deserts, gobis and desertificated land in China, totaling

more than 1.3 million square kilometers, make up 13.5 per cent of

its total territory. They are distributed mainly over 7 provinces or

autonomous regions in the northwest, north and northeast of

China, and among them, Xinjiang possesses largest desert area.
The well-known deserts in China include Taklamakan,
Gurbantungut, Kubqi, Patanchilin, and Tengger deserts. The
Taklamakan Desert with an area of 330,000 square kilometers is
the largest in China and one of the most famous deserts in the

world.

Seaboard and Islands

China boasts not only vast land area, but also seas stretch-
ing to the horizon, multitudinous islands and isles, as well as
long coastline. The China’s mainland is flanked to the east and
south by the Bohai, Yellow, East China and South China seas,

with a total maritime area of 4.73 million square kilometers and
a coastline of 18,000 kilometers. Scatted on the vast Chinese
territorial seas are more than 5,000 islands in varying sizes. The
largest of these, with an area of about 36,000 square kilometers,
is Taiwan, followed by Hainan with an area of 34,000 square
kilometers.

Climate

The vast territory of China spans nearly 50 latitudinal degrees,

and most of it is in the Temperate Zone, with a small part extend-
ing south into the Tropical and Subtropical zones and the north-
ernmost tip close to the Frigid Zone. China has a marked conti-
nental monsoon climate characterized by great variety. North-
erly winds prevail in winter, while southerly winds reign in
summer. The four seasons are quite distinct. The rainy season
coincides with the hot season. In winters, the dry and cold winter
monsoons from Siberia and Mongolia in the north gradually be-
come weak as they reach the southern part of the country, result-
ing in cold and dry winters and great differences in temperature;
while in summers, the warm and moist summer monsoons from
the oceans bring abundant rainfall and high temperatures.
Therefore, unmatched scenery of China is bestowed with differ-
ent charms that survive the charge of seasons throughout a year,
of hours in a day, and of different weather.

Fauna and Flora

Thanks to the countless mountains and waters, China has a
quite complete ecosystem, which includes various ecological types
such as forest, grassland, bush-woods and grassy marshlands and
enable the land to be one of the countries with the greatest diver-
sity of species resource in the world. There are more than 32,000
species of higher plants, and almost all the major plants that grow
in the northern hemi-sphere’s frigid, temperate and tropical zones
are represented in China. The country has 7,000 species of woody
plants, of which 2,800 are arbors. The metasequoia, Chinese
cypress, Cathay silver fir, China fir, golden larch, Taiwan fir, Fujian
cypress, dove-tree, eucommia and camplotheca acuminata are
found only in China. In addition, China is home to more than
2,000 species of edible plants, 3,000 species of medicinal plants,
and a wide variety of flowering plants. China is also the country
having most abundant wildlife resource in the world. There are
more than 4,400 species of vertebrates, more than 10 per cent of
the world’s total. Wildlife peculiar to China includes such well-
known animals as the giant panda, golden-haired monkey, South
China tiger, brown-eared pheasant, white-flag dolphin, Chinese

alligator and red-crowned crane, totaling more than 100 species.

Through abundant and elegant pictures, as well as detailed
introduction, this photo-album showcases splendid and graceful
sceneries in China in four parts: the East, the South, the West and
the North, roughly according to their geographic locations. Yet,
China boasts so many charming scenic spots that no one album
could include all of them. We had to handpick 200-odd photo-
graphic works taken in different seasons and weathers and at dif-
ferent angles from more than 1,000 thousands pictures, at the
same time we cannot but feel pity for it. However, an English
master of photographing once expressed his photographing idea:
“The less I show in my picture, the more it displays----:+ which
enable views to have much more imagination.” That is also our

wish to compile this album.
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Major scenic areas in the East China are as
follows:

Jiuhua Mountain: About 20 kilometers southwest of
Qingyang County in Anhui Province, the Jiuhua Moun-
tain is of nationwide fame for its lofty and steep peaks.
With the beautiful scenery and favorable climate, the
mountain is an ideal summer resort. It supposed to
be consisted of 99 peaks, 9 of which including the
Tiantai (Heavenly Terrace), Tianzhu (Heavenly Pillar),
Shiwang (Ten Kings) and Lianhua (Lotus Flower) are
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the most famous. The Shiwang Peak is the highest
one with an altitude of 1,342 meters above sea level.
Covering a total of 120 square kilometers, the scenic
area is full of ridges and peaks, exotic-shaped rocks,
ancient caves and luxuriant pines and bamboos, and
scattering amongst them are beautiful water attrac-
tions including springs, ponds, pools and waterfalls.
As the Bodhimanda of Ksitigarbha Bodhisattva, it is
regarded as one of the four most important Buddhist
Mountains, the other three being Wutai Mountain in
Shanxi, Emei Mountain is Sichuan and Putuo Moun-
tain in Zhejiang, and many ancient temples have been
well-preserved till now. The graceful scenery and
strong flavor of Buddhism win the mountain a repu-
tation of the "Number One Mountain in the South-
east China", and lure countless tourists and pilgrims
every year.

Taishan Mountain: Located at the central part of
Shandong Province, Taishan Mountain, the East Sa-
cred Mountain, was called Daizong or Daishan in an-
cient times, and is famous for the magnificent scenery.
As the royal object of cult, Taishan Mountain was the
venue where past emperors of various dynasties used
to worship Heaven and Earth, and was thought to be
the most famed one of the Five Sacred Mountains in
China. Not only the emperors, generals and ministers,
but also the sages, celebrity and literati all looked it
up with admiration and have left countless inscrip-
tions and steles there. Mencius once said: “When
Confucius ascended the Dongshan Mountain, he re-
alized how small the State of Lu was; while when he
ascended the Taishan Mountain, he saw how small
the empire was.” And Du Fu (712—770) also described
in his poem: “When I reach the Taishan and had a
view, all any other mountain just was a hill.” Cover-
ing an area of 125 square kilometers, the Taishan
Mountain scenic resort comprises of Secluded,
Spacious, Graceful, Secret, and Wonderful regions. The
Yuhuangding (Jade Emperor Summit) is the highest
peak with an elevation of 1,545 meters. The most
spectacular features of the mountain are enjoying
cloud-sea and sun rising. The majestic and splendid
Taishan Mountain embodies the beautiful sights of
famous mountains and waters in China. The intense
grandeur from its breathtaking scenery exudes amaz-
ing elegance, astonishing profundity and immense
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Sea of Clouds, Huangshan Mountain,
Anhui Province






vastness, as well as an air of mystery. In 1987, the
Taishan Mountain became a natural-and-cultural heri-
tage site of the UNESCO.

Putuo Mountain: Located on the Lotus Flowers Sea,
about 100 sea miles east to the Hangzhou Bay, Putuo
Mountain is one of the four most famous Mountains
of Buddhism as well as an attraction famous for is-
land scenery. The long and narrow island covers an
area of 12.5 square kilometers and the Fodingshan,
the peak of the isle, rises about 300 meters above sea
level. The Putuo Mountain’s fascinating beauty is
formed by the charming sea, secluded caves, strange-
shaped rocks, curled clouds, ancient temples and
countless historical sites. The mountain is often com-
pared to the West Lake of Hangzhou:“No place is bet-
ter than the West Lake in terms of the combined
beauty of mountains and lakes; by the same token,
no place is better than Putuo Mountain in terms of
the combined beauty of mountains and the sea.” The
Putuo is said to be the Bodhimanda for Avalokitesvara
Bodhisattva, and enjoys a reputation of the “Buddhist
Kingdom on the Sea”. In its heydays, there were more
than 80 temples on the mountain. Beautiful scenery
and strong flavor of Buddhist culture add the moun-
tain a sense of mysteriousness, and attract many
visitors.

Nanxi River: One of the national scenic resorts, Nanxi
River is located north in Yongjia County, Wenzhou
City, Zhejiang Province. Characterized by beautiful
water, exotic rocks, various waterfalls and ancient
villages, the resort is an integral whole of natural
landscape, rural scenery and man-made scenic spots.
It is famed as the “cradle of Chinese landscape
painting”. The Nanxi River zigzags its way 140 kilo-
meters creating a 2,400-square-kilometer fertile drain-
age area of picturesque countryside. The river claim-
ing to have 36 turns and 72 shoals flows into Oujiang
River, which empties into the East China Sea at last.
The Nanxi Scenic Resorts covers an area of 625 square
kilometers and comprises of 7 tourist areas including
Nanxi River and the village cultures along it, Daruo
Rock, Stone Mast Rock, Water Rock, North Pit, Doumen
and Four-Sea Mountain. There are a total of more than
800 scenic spots. The winding and limpid river flows
in lively rhythm: sometimes slow while sometimes
swift. The gentle and grace water makes a poignant
contrast with the imposing peaks, razor-sharp cliffs
and caves hanging precariously at the edge of cliffs.

East Lake in Shaoxing: The lake is located in the east

suburbs of Shaoxing in Zhejiang Province, 3.5 kilo-
meters from the city. Featuring an elegant landscape
of lakes and mountains and fantastic stones, the lake,
together with the West Lake in Hangzhou and the
South Lake in Jiaxing, is known as one of the Three
Famous Lakes in Zhejiang Province. The East Lake used
to be a hill about 60 meters in height. From the Han
Dynasty (206BC—220AD), stone-men had been there
to quarry stones. After thousand years of excavation,
parts of the hill were hollowed, forming a unique scene
of lake where water is clear and rocks are exotic in
shape. It is reputed as a huge potted landscape. Dur-
ing the Qing Dynasty (1644—1911), a dyke was built
over the water, which divided the lake into a river
outside and a lake inside. The beauty of the area is
played up with the addition of isles, bridges and pa-
vilions built in different periods of time. The East Lake
is, in short, a famed tourist attraction in the lower
Yangtze valley. The scenic area also includes Cave of
Revered Mr. Tao, Horn Cave, Celestial Peach Cave,
Glow-River Bridge, and other attractions.

Yandang Mountain: Located in Leqing City in south-
eastern Zhejiang Province, Yandang Mountain covers
an area of 450 square kilometers, comprising of such
eight scenic zones as Lingfeng (Spirit Peak), Three-
Fold Waterfall, Lingyan (Spirit Crag), Dalonggiu (Great
Dragon Pool), Yanhu (Wild Goose Lake), Xiansheng-
men (Sage-Presenting Gate), Xiangiao (Celestial
Bridge) and Yangjiaodong (Cave of Ram’s Horn), and
more than 500 scenic spots. The word Yandang means
“reed marsh for wild geese” in Chinese, and in au-
tumn wild geese do gather in the marshes around the
lake at the top of the mountain, hence the name. Tow-
ering peaks grotesque rocks, limpid springs, green
pools, graceful waterfalls, ancient caves and luxuri-
ant forests together form the enchanting landscape
of Yandang Mountain. Among the countless scenic
spots, the Lingyan, Lingshi and Dalongqiu Waterfall
are considered the “three wonders of Yandang”. Per-
haps no waterfall here is more tremendous and ma-
jestic than the 190-meter-high Dalonggiu Waterfall,
and many poems and articles have been composed
or wrote on it by numerous poets, scholars, painters
and travelers since ancient times.

Taihu Lake Scenic Area: With an area of 2,400 square
kilometer, the Taihu Lake located in the south of
Jiangsu Province and at the southern edge of Yangtze
River Delta is the third largest freshwater lake in
China. The drainage area of Taihu is crisscrossed by
rivers and studded with lakes, which form an enor-
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mous irrigation system and water transport network
and an important basement of fresh water aquatic
product. The area is known as the “land of fish and
rice”. Featured vast expanse of waters, the Taihu Lake
is famous for spectacle yet delicateness. Isles and is-
lands of various shapes are scattered in the lake, and
are generally known as 72 Peaks together with the
peaks and peninsulas by lake, which show different
charm in different season. The area is remarkable for
its poetical landscape. Outside a mountain are
mountains; while inside a lake are lakes. Mountains
and waters are in perfect harmony. Of many scenic
spots of Taihu Lake, the Yuantouzhu (Turtle Head
Islet) is the place most worth visiting. Located west to
Chongshan Hill, it resembles a huge turtle stretching
its head into the water, hence the name. It is the best
place for watching the sun rising and sun setting, and
provides a general view of the Taihu Lake.

Wuyi Mountain: The Wuyi Mountain Scenic Area is
located in Wuyishan City and stretches along Fujian’s
northernmost border with Jiangxi Province. Possess-
ing a well-preserved ecological environment on a
danxia landform, the mountain encompasses a sce-
nic retreat and a nature reserve and is imbued with a
wealth of natural beauty and cultural interest, which
win it a reputation of being the most scenic wonder
in Southeast China. The attractions of Wuyi Moun-
tain could be summed up by a few words: Three-Three,
Six-Six and Nine-Nine, which refer the zigzag and lim-
pid Jiuquxi (Nine-Bend Stream), the wooded and
graceful 36 peaks along the banks and the 99 rocks
differing in thousands of shapes respectively. Para-
dise or not, with its jade-green water, red peaks, luxu-
riant vegetation, bizarre-shaped rocks, and countless
birds and animals, the mountain surely represents
one classic and popular genre of Chinese landscape.
Since ancient times, Wuyi Mountain has attracted an
endless flow of emperors, officials, scholars, Taoist
masters, Buddhist monks and travelers, as well as gen-
erations of painters and artists. In 1999, the UNESCO
included it on the World Heritage List as a natural
and cultural site. Main scenic spots include the
Jiuquxi, Dawangfeng (Great King Peak), Tianyoufeng
(Sky-Touring Peak), Yixiantian (A Thread of Sky),
Yunufeng (Jade Maid Peak), Shuiliandong (Water
Screen Cave) and Wuyigong (Wuyi Palace).

—

AL A AL M T

West Lake in Hangzhou,
Zhejiang Province






