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Elegy
(“Wailing Waters”)

Elegy is based on the materials of “Wailing Waters”, which is a piece of folk music
generally used in household Buddhist ceremonies in areas around Southern Liaoning ,
Chaozhou and Shantou in China. Its plaintive tune seems to reflect the idea of “Living
is suffering”. Based on its adopting the concerto form for Erhu and symphonic
orchestra, the Elegy dramatically unfolds the contrast and conflict of the musical
images and thoroughly digs into man’s miseries that transcend time and space. The
Dark colors in the beginning eventually give way to a dreamy end. The work was
finished in 1991 and premiered by the former Central Philharmonic Orchestra under
baton of Hu Bingxu in September the same year.

Instrumentation

1 Piccolo

2 Flutes

2 Oboes

1 English horn

2 Clarinets in B flat

1 Bass Clarinet in B flat
2 Bassoons

4 Horns in F

3 Trumpets in C
3 Trombones

1 Tuba

3 Kettle Drums

Percussions (2 Players)
Wooden Block, Tambourin, Bass Drum, Cymbals, Suspended Cymbal, Tam-tam,
Glockenspiel, Tubular bells

Harp

Solo Erhu

Strings (14-12-10-8-6 Players)

Duration: ca. 13-14 mins.



Elegy

(1991)
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