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UNIT 1

Preview

How did you feel on receiving your college admission notification? Excited, perhaps?
“Finally I've made it”, you might have been saying to yourself. “I'll soon be free from all
those pressures from parents, school teachers, classmates and myself!” Or, a little nervous
and uncertain about college life? Text A of this unit will give you some ideas about what
differences college may have from home. You should prepare yourself for a new start about
which Text B offers some advice so that you can learn to make your own way in the world.
But what emotional processes are your parents going through when you are away from
them? Text C will tell you what.
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Pre-reading Questions

1. What kind of family are you from?

2. What-expectations did you have of your new campus life before cpming here?

R

3. Have you so far found anything here beyond your expectation?

During-reading Activities

A. Skim the following text by reading quickly the first paragraph, the first and last
sentences of the middle paragraphs and the last paragraph to get the main idea.

Differences between Home and College

By Chris Dragg

i Leaving from home and exploring one’s own dreams are a very important part of
maturing. Though, the physical separation from home is for some a dlfﬁcult transition
to college life. What changes does one face upon entering
college?’

2 Just think of all the times the alarm clock did not go off,
and Mom was there to make sure school was still reached on
time. When the alarm clock fails to go off at college, then the
first class of the day is simply missed. At home breakfast is

made to order: eggs, bacon, pancakes, or even French toast.
In college one finds a particular meal that is edible, and must stick with it. A cabinet
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UNIT1  Leaving Home for College

could be opened at home and a variety of tasty foods are readily available. In college
a meal card is swiped through a machine upon entering the cafeteria, and the word
“tasty” rarely enters the mind. Mom is at home to make sure the dishes are put away
after the meal by everyone; dish duty is passed along each night. The tray is simply
handed over to pairs of hands waiting to clean the dishes at college. Nutrition is a
factor at home, and Mom creates meals with that in mind.

3 Privacy is always available at home; there is somewhere to read, write, listen to
music, or to just rest. Dorm life is a harsh reality to college, and the only time the
room is empty is during vacation. At home, there is a particular space in your
bedroom for everything to fit. Space efficiency becomes a survival tactic in college.
When at home there is no worry of someone coming into the bedroom unless
permission is given to enter. In college a day without at least ten random visitors is
considered boring.’

4 In high school going to bed at midnight is late; asleep by 2:30 a.m. is an early
night in college. At home a bed is somewhere to sleep, where in college it turns into a
desk, table, couch, and anything else one can imagine. A bed is a comfy, big, relaxing
object at home. In college they said the beds were extra long, but they did not say
they were extra narrow.’ The front door was rarely locked at home, and if it was there
was always a hidden key.* Keys have never been so important than at college, and
they seem to be lost more than ever before.

5 The closet at home always seemed a little on the small side; in college the closets
seem big until it is realized they are supposed to fit everything you own inside them.
Jeans at home are washed after each use, whether they are dirty or not. Recycling
becomes synonymous with laundry in college’; jeans can be worn as many times as
days in the week.

6 Showers at home are a simple walk to the bathroom. However, it is a process at
college to take a shower; it involves gathering up a shower basket, towel, and sandals.
The bathroom at home has a towel to wipe hands on, and even some soap to wash
them. At college there is no soap or paper towels; it is a matter of memory to bring the
items from the dorm room to the bathroom. The main concern at home is the toilet
seat being left up by the previous user. In the college forget hoping they put the toilet
seat down,; just pray they flush!

7 There are some similarities to home life and college life, but the differences seem
infinite. Though, college life may seem adventurous; every college student knows
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exactly how good it feels to go back home.

New Words
alarm fa'la:m/
available /a'veilabl/
bacon I'beikan/
cabinet lkeebinit/

A cafeteria lkeefi'tioria/

A closet lklozit/
concern /ken'sa:n/

A couch /kautf/
create Kkri'eit/
dorm /do:m/

A edible ledibl/
efficiency fifif ansi/
explore liks'pla:/
factor [fekta/

A flush MiAf/
harsh /ha:f/
infinite linfinit/
involve fin'volv/
item laitem; ‘aitem/
jeans /d3i:nz/
laundry lo:ndri/
mature /ma'tjus/

A nutrition Inju:'trif en/

permission  /pa(:)mifan/
physical Ifizikal/

pray Iprei/
previous [pri:vjas/
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(612 words)

B, iR, BEE
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HBET

B, fERLE: WIAT
FIFXRR, KL, XE, FIROKHE
BR, XR3
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UNIT1 Leaving Home for College

A  privacy
process

A random

A recycle
relax
¢ sandal
survival
¢ swipe
4 synonymous
¢ tactic
toast
towel

A transition

tray

l'praivesi/
[preauses/
Ipra'ses/

lreendam/

[ri:'saikl/

Iri'leeks/

l'szendl/
Iso'vaival/
Iswaip/
/si'nonimas/
l'teektik/
ftaust/
ltaual; taul/

ltreen'zizan; -'sif an/

Itrei/

n. BEEMAZ TR, B

n o2, ER, Fik B, PR 3T
vt. mI, a4

a. R, BEEN, HEM

n. BERE, fER

v. EREHN, REFEH

n. BAK, BE, EEANA

vt. fEMA, &R, R, EARR

vi. B, KB, h3E, BNE

n. GE,

n. 7, RH BE, £HE BEY
vt. BI(FR): i, Hib

a. R X

n SRR, KREE

n. EHA), HAmE, TH
n. Frh, B

n. ®E, &%, KT, J¥, TH
n. #®, B 8T

Phrases and Expressions

go off

(be) made to order

stick with
put away
pass along

hand over (to)
turn into

(RS Mm%, B B it
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BRHE GEED)

B BF

B B---E

BB (FEAN, B

fF) Rk

B. Read the text again carefully and complete the text outline below.
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Text Outline

Part| The main topic of this text is presented here

Para. 1 What changes does one face upon entering college?

Part I A detailed comparison between college and home is made in
Paragraphs 2 through 6

Para. 2 When the alarm clock did not go off at home, Mom was there to make

sure school was still . But when the alarm clock fails to go
off at college, then the first class of the day is
Meals at home are more and than meals at

college, but there is no dish duty at college as there is sometimes at

home.

Para.3 At college, one doesn’t have the kind of he may once
have enjoyed at home.

Para. 4 One often goes to bed than he does when going to high
school.
A bed is not just at college.
Taking care of one’s becomes a problem which one never

worries about at home.

Para. 5 Closets were small both at home and in college. But in college that’s
the only place you have to .
Laundry is done by Mom at home, but at college it becomes a
problem.

Para. 6 The bathroom at home is better equipped and kept cleaner than at
college.

Partlif A conclusion is drawn in the last paragraph

Para. 7 The differences seem between college and home.

C. Read the text again and consult the following notes about the difficult language
points in it.
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UNIT 1  Leaving Home for College /@d{

Notes:

1. What changes does one face upon entering college?
upon doing something = as soon as one does something
2. In college a day without at least ten random visitors is considered boring:
The author really means that a college dorm does not have any peace and quiet.
3. In college they said the beds were extra long, but they did not say they were
extra narrow:
In college students might find beds too short but never too wide.
4. ... and if it was there was always a hidden key: ‘
...and if the door was locked, you could always find an extra key hidden
somewhere.
5. Recycling becomes synonymous with laundry in college:
Students often put back on their dirty clothes unwashed.

Post-reading Activities

A. Choose the best answer fo each of the following questions.

1. From the text, we can infer that dish duty is done at college by
A) students B) moms C) nobody D) workers
2. ... and Mom creates meals with that in mind. (last sentence in Para. 2) What does
that refer to?
A) Home. B) Taste. C) Nutrition. D) Dish duty.
3. Privacy is not so available at college because the bedroom
A) is usually too small
B) is often empty at night
C) cannot be entered without permission
D) is often visited by many people
4. What does the author mean by “Recycling becomes synonymous with laundry in
college” (end of Para. 5)?
A) That students often send their clothes to be recycled.
B) That students have their clothes washed again and again.
C) That students often put their dirty clothes back on.
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D) That students sometimes just throw away their dirty clothes.
5. What do you learn from the text about the toilet in college?

A) One often has to wait in a line to get in.

B) One can only expect to see a very dirty toilet.

C) The toilet seat is often put down.

D) The toilet is usually flushed after using.

B. Write down your answers to the following questions.

1. According to the author, how does a mother usually arrange the dishes to be
washed after meal each night?

2. How do you explain the fact that keys seem to be lost at college more than ever
before?

3. In college, the closets seem big but in fact they are not because

4. What does the author say about the way college students dress themselves?

5. What conclusion does the author make about home life and college life?

C. Write a short essay to compare your own home life and college life. Please try to
use as many words, expressions and sentence patterns you've learned from Text A
as possible.
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