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Sense of Human Idealism

Tomas Gustafsson

The novel on sustainable development under the name of “the Scale of Space and Time” I’ ve been briefed a-
bout sounds as very interesting in its approach to the explanation of * Ordinal — Quotient” theory, which could reach
an audience also outside the scientific society.

105 years ago, the Swedish founder Alfred Nobel declared to the world sfter serious consideration that a foun-
dation would be set up by use of his heritage to award those who had made outstanding contribution to the human
being in the past one year. Out of the prizes, the literature prize should be awarded to those who wrile literature
with a sense of idealism,

One century later, in the autumn of 2004, the scientists had met at the international science forum * Europe
Science” held in Stockholm, the capital of Nobel ' s native country. At the forum, “ Anthropogen Era™, a new con-
cept on the evolution of human civilization and the earth were being discussed. This is a new vision over the earth’
s geologic age put forwarded by the Noble Prize winner Paul Craatzen and Will Steffen, leader of the crust and bio-
sphere study international program.

“ Anthropogen Era” is the idealism of human being to live on the planet of earth, while the novel “ihe Scale of
Space and Time” is a glass globe which demonstrates this kind of idealism in an artistic manner. It is not a tradi-
tional narrative literature work. H is an illusory kiterature work with philasophical thinking after the planet of earth
entered into “ Anthropogen Era”,

As an international coordinator for the sustainable development project betwecn Sweden and China, 1 had the
chance, through the Office of Global Agenda 21 Century Program of Nanyang City, China, 10 learn about the novel
“Dictionary of the World” written by Mr. Zhang Chuangqi, a professor at Nanvang Institute of Science and Technol-

ogy and a colleague in the study of sustainable development program. Influenced by Nobel culture, 1 give my sense
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to the novel “the Scale of Space and Time” with a Swedish and world - wide vision. In the novel, there are poetic
narration and civilization talks between and among Indian culture, western rulture and Chinese culture. The pur-
pose of the novel is to discuss and probe the contribution te the global sustainable development made by each cultur-
al circle since the Axis times. The significance of such contribution is as important as global 21 century strategy.

In order to all - amund evaluate the author’ s scientific value and humane value on the sustainable develop-
ment, there is a need to place the novel in world general history with an eye beyond time and space perspective,
From this point of view, we had to iake references from Mr. Arnold Toynbee’ s historic view over world civilization.
Mr. Arnold Toynbee, a world — known British historian, thought in bis “ A Study Of History” that Greek — Western
civilization was widely applicable to the early stage of each civilization history; Chinese — oriental civilization was
widely applicable to the later stage of each civilization history. But the concern was if the human civilization had
been isolated to each other, the western civilization representing buman culture at early stage would get destroyed as
a result of “super — explosion” type fission, the Chinese civilization representing human culture at later stage would
get declined as a result of “super ~ stableness” type petrifying,

As to the future, Mr. Amold Toynbee’s outlook is the “super — stableness” of oriental civilization needed to

i

be activated with the help of energetic “super — explosion” of western civilization te avoid declining, the “super -
explosion” of western civilization needed to be lengthened with help of long — lasting “ super - stableness” of orien-
tal civilization to avoid destroying. Mr. Amold Toynbee’ s lines are as the following, if we want the buman life to
be re - stabilized after being disturbed by the western civilization, if we want the energetic western civilization to be
softened and become non - destructive , we certainly need to look for the initiator of such new movement outside the
western sphere. If once the initiators are found in China, we should not feel surprised. ( refer to Civilization Con-
tact in Space, Part 9, A Study Of History).

It was not to say so that the publishing of the Dictionary of the World was the initiation of the new movement in
China as expected by Mr. Arnold Toynbee. But the author’s synthetical study on world civilization and harmonic
stress on confrontation between different civilizations were indeed coincidentally reflected a civilization combination
blended by western and oriental civilization as hoped by Mr. Amold Toynbee. That is the human civilization would
neither get declined because of *super - stableness” nor destroyed because of “super - explosion”.

Obviously, the author’s sense to the human civilization is much more an interpretation in the new times to the
sense of idealism preferred by the great Swedish founder Alfred Nobel, The “sense of idealism” as reflected in the
noble is the author depth and world - wide vision on the issue regarding different civilization and sustainable devel-
opment.
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As to the “super — explosion” of western civilization, it needs the help of long - lasting “super stableness” of
oriental civilization to reduce own destruction. So half of the issue becomes at what extent the reduction of destrue-
tion would comply with the ideal standard of global sustainable development.

As to the “super stableness™ of oriental civilization, it needs the help of energetic *super — explosion” of west-
ern civilization to keep itself activated. So the other half of the issue becomes at what extent the activation of petrif-
ying would comply with the ideal standard of global sustainable development.

To answer the above - said issue, Professor Zhang Chuangi placed himself at the height of “Anthropogen Era”
and created a new “ Ordinal ~ Quetient” theory based on his unique conelusion over the developing mode of the uni-
verse, the evolution mode of ecosphere and the combination of each culture. The “Ordinal — Quotient” theory is a
formula to balance the harmonic integration of western civilization, oriental civilization other different civilization for
the purpose of global sustainable development.

All in all, in the novel Dictionary of the World, the author speke out bis sense of idealism in the coming “ An-
thropogen Era”, which is that at whatever stage, neither the oriental civilization, nor the western civilization, nor
other native civilization, nor modern civilization can singly support the global sustainable development. Only under
the function of the “Ordinal - Quotient” theory can the global sustainable development be supported by combined
cultures resulted from the integration of different civilization.

The author has dene a great effort in order to contribute for a more global sustainable development in China as
well as in the global suciety, which should be appreciated and underlined in all respects. The author’ s contribution
is also in line with the Swedish founder AMfred Nobel s spirit which says that one should write literature with a sense
of idealism in order to be selected as a prize winner.

I congratulate the author for his great effort of this houk and wish him all the luck in the future in the name of
human evolution and sustainable development on the only planet we have got to manage.

Best regards
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