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Foreword

Water is a scarce and precious resource. In Australia, in China,
and throughout the world, the wise management of our natural _
water supplies is essential to allow for development that is social-
ly, economically and ecologically sustainable. Water resource
managers everywhere have been forced to find innovative solu-
tions to address the growing demands for limited water re-
sources. In Australia we have looked to better understand and
protect in-stream environmental requirements, to better define
rights to water, and to allow for market-mechanisms to operate

in allocating water amongst competing users,

This book provides a comprehensive review of the status of water
rights in China. It describes and analyses endeavours throughout
the country to better define rights to water and to allow for
trading of those rights. The book also shares something of the
Australian experience in water resources management and pro-
vides recommendations on the future direction of water rights

and water management in China,.

This book is the result of a successful partnership between the
Australian Government Department of Agriculture, Fisheries
and Forestry and the Chinese Ministry of Water Resources. It is
a partnership that promotes sharing of our experiences, such as

in water resources management, and it is a partnership we hope



will continue to prosper.

I trust that this book will prove a valuable source of information
to all those involved, or with an interest, in the management and

protection of China’s water resources.

Australian Government
Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry

Daryl Quinlivan
Deputy Secretary
14 November 2006
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