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Introduction

Hutungs in Beijing can be dated back to Yuan Dynasty and has developed
ever since throughout dynasties of Ming and Qing, usually seven hundreds
of years old.

Hutungs in the capital city has witnessed the historical vicissitude and
carries intense cultural atmosphere. What we refer to the style and features
of the ancient capital today are not confined to the Forbidden City and the
Temple of Heaven, but also have something to do with the large number of
hutungs and courtyards.

Urban construction in Beijing is constantly progressing, while hutuongs is
age—old structures decrease everyday in resent years, the municipal govern—
ment has invested huge energy and financial resources to preserve hutongs
and courtyards—the unique features of the ancient capital while reconstruct—
ing the depleted houses so as to achieve a win—win situation. Remarkable
progress has been made as a result.

Sketches of Hutungs in Beijing by Xu Ying provides excellent pictures and
accompanying essay in a free and fluent style, depicting frequently the street
hawkers of ice—frozen sweetmeats (or candied haws pierced together on a
stick), hasty passers—by, naughty children and calm and unhurriedly
elderly people, among many others unique in Beijing. Viewing these affec—
tionate pictures and words, we seem to hear the cry of the hawkers through

the hutungs and a fitful fading sound of pigeon whistle.



The pictures in this book portray the vivid scenes of the ancient city and
the lifestyle and interests of its people rather than cold and lifeless
architectures. Instead of simply being descriptive, the narrations in the
book, like the pictures, are literary sketches provoking endless thoughts
without being wordy or inadequate..

To understand hutungs is to learn about life. The history of and stories
and anecdotes about hutungs together are a cup of green tea Xu Ying
wishes to present to his readers in the hope of your tasting it with time.
Hutungs are much more than they seem to be, so is the ancient capital

city.

Bao Zhu
In fall of 2005, Beijing
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Imperial College street
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Imperial College Street, situated at Andingmennei Avenue, got its name for the presence of Imperial

College. The Imperial College is the highest seat of learning in dynasties of Yuan, Ming and Qing, also
the government decree making authority during feudal period. It currently serves as Capital Library.
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Nanluogu Lane
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Nanluogu Lane sits south of the Gulou East Avenue, known as Cauldron-like lane during Ming Dynasty
because of its middle section higher than the two ends. Nanluogu Lane is one of the remains of capital
city of Yuan Dynasty.
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F'uvxue Hutung
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Fuxue Hutung sits at Jiaodaokou South Avenue and got its name for the presence of Shuntian Fuxue, a
place where the scholars in dynasties of Ming and Qing studied and took exams. Fuxue Hutung also saw
the existence of a prison in Yuan Dynasty, where the patriotic official of South Song Dynasty Wen
Tianxiang was imprisoned.
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Xiguan Hutung
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Xiguan Hutung lies east of Dongsi North Avenue, Dongcheng District, where the Baoquan coinage bureau
of the Ministry of Revenue of Ming Dynasty stood. The 9th courtyard is the former residence of national

anthem writer Tian Han.



