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Executive Summary

The Agriculture Law of the People’s Republic of China was revised on
December 28, 2002 at the 31 Conference of the Ninth NPC standing commit-
tee and was enacted on March 1, 2003. This newly revised Agriculture Law
has added in Chapter 9 which is a new chapter that is concerned with the pro-
tection of farmers’ rights. It is a landmark event, which for the first time
brings the protection of farmers’ rights into jurisprudence.

It is nearly two years since the implementation of the new Agriculture
Law. This study is done under such circumstances. The research questions are
designed with regards to the contents in Chapter 9, with the aim of finding out
the status of the dissemination and implementation the Chapter, and providing
references for drafting a Law on the Protection of Farmers’ Rights and perfec-
ting other relevant laws. This study covers four levels, namely county, town-
ship, village and farmer household levels. The interviewees include staff from
county agricultural enforcement institutions, county government, township
governments, village committees and ordinary farmers.

Rights-based development approach is applied in this study. This ap-
proach is different from that of needs-based one. Rights-based approach con-
siders development as rights of the farmers, and believes that governments and
law enforcement officers should be responsible for farmers and fulfill their du-

ties. Human beings are taken as the main body of development by the rights-



