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Morning in the Kingdom of Rare Fewls
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«The Kingdom of Rare Fowls at Po-yang Lake»

The Kingdom of Rare Fowls in the south of Jiu-jiang City of Jiangxi
Province —the National Po-yang Lake Natural Preserve of Migratory Birds— has
attracted worldwide attention. With Wucheng Township of Yongxiu County at its
centre, cutting across vertically and horizontally Yongxiu, Xingzi Counties,
etc.. the Kingdom has jurisdiction over 9 lakes at Po-yang Lake. Its total area is
224 sqare km.

Po-yang Lake is the largest fresh water lake in China and is a freight han-
dling lake. During the high water season from April to September every yeat. the
water rises and sometimes the area of lake water will come to about as large as
4,600 sguare km. The lake appears to be a vast expanse of water thereby and the
acquatic animals such as shrimps, snails. clams and also water weeds have their
mass reproduction in that period. During the dry season from October that year to
March the following year the water level of the lake becomes much more lower.
When the area of the Jake has been reduced to about 500 square km. , large areas
of lake beaches, grassy marshes, swamps and shallow lakes will then take shape.
After the water has subsided, water weeds, snails and clams will be the rich food
for migratory birds.

As the geographical and climatic conditions there are suitable for migratory
birds to live through the winter, in November each year —that’ s late autumn and
early winter —thousands upon thousands of migratory birds will fly from Siberia
of the Soviet Union, Mongolia. Japan, Korea and the northeast, northwest of
China to Po-yang Lake to live through the winter there with the wild ducks. e-
grets and mandarin ducks which originally live there. By late spring in April the
following year, these migratory birds will gradually leave Po-yang Lake. Today
within this natural preserve, there are more than 200 species of birds and the
number of birds there amounts to over one million. Among all these birds, over
20 species are rare fowls so today this is the largest natural preserve of birds in the
whole world. It is particularly gratifying to learn that the largest colony of white
cranes, and also white naped cranes. white head cranes and grey cranes were dis-
covered there. The total number of cranes there amounts to over 4,000, The
number of white cranes discoverad there merely in 1989 amounts to over 2,600
which is 95% of the total number of white cranes in the whole world. That’s
why Po-yang Lake is called the World of White Cranes and the Kingdom of Rare
Fowls.

White cranes are the rarest among all rare fowls. They are very scarce in
the world. A white crane is a large wading fowl. The length of its body is 135
em. The feathers of its whole body are pure white. Dnly the front parts of its
wings are black, so the white cranes are also called the black-sleeved cranes. The
bird’ 5 bill is in the shape of a long knife with the colour of yellowish brown. Its
legs are pink. The white cranes are monogamous birds and can live to as long as
over 70 years of age. That's why we Chinese people call them Fairy Cranes and
they are regarded as the symbol of happiness and good luck.

3 white cranes form a family. That' s because a couple of adult white cranes
only lay 2 eggs & year. The 2 baby cranes hatched from the 2 eggs will fight
fiercely against one another until the weaker onc dies of defeat. It is said that’ s
one of theit ways of self-elimination and that they are used to the one-child fami-
ly life. In due time, the parents of the baby crane will fly more than 6,000 km.
with their child to Po-yang Lake and the 3 of them will live there through the
winter together. Whenever there is bright sunshine, more than a hundred white
cranes will soar from the surface of the lake high up to the sky. The screaming
birds will dance in the air in couples. Sometimes they form a single-line battle ar-
ray which is as long as one or two hundred metres. The white cranes look as
beautiful and elegant as fairies.

There are other rare fowls there, such as; white storks, black storks, lesser
swans, spoonbills, mandarin ducks, pelicans, white-fronted wild geese and great
bustards, etc.

As the different species of birds are concentrated within the natural preserve
that when the birds are flying you can see the grand sight of “"the moon and clouds
being overshadowed™ and when the birds are descending you can see the beautiful
scenery of “the grass along the lake being completely covered” . Therefore, this is
the best place for tourists to tour about.
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BAE  The Grand Sight of the Kingdom of Rare Fowls
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Po-yang Lake warmly greets neatly one million rare
fowls and beneficial birds coming to its broad bosom to live
through the winter there. The famous scenic spot —the so
called the Kingdom of Rare Fowls and the World of White
Cranes — is regarded by experts, scholars and spectators
from home and abroad as the No. 2 Great Wall of China.
The magnificient spectacle of the lively and beautiful world

of beneficial birds can guide you to a vast bewitching
world for people to tour about.
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Hf8EE X MER  white Crane (s) and Swan s Flying Side by Side
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White cranes are one of the most valuable species of
waterfowls and are listed as the First Class World Protected
wildlives. According to statistics, the number of white
cranes that live through the winter at Po-yang Lake in
Jiangxi Province sometimes even exceeds 2,600 which is
95% of the white cranes in the whole world. That's why
Po-yang Lake is called the World of White Cranes.

White cranes are large migratory wading fowls. They
have their reproduction in Siberia every summer. Begin-
ning from early winter, they will fly for about 6,000 km.
to Po-yang Lake and will live through the winter there.
They will again fly back to the northwest the following
year in March.

The whole body of a white crane is pure white. Only
when it is flying its wings appear to be black, so the bird is
also called Black-sleeved Crane. An adult white crane has
very graceful carriage. The length of its body is more than
one metre. Its weight is about 8 or 9 kg. Its life-span is
over 70 years. So it is also called the bird of good luck and
long life.

Morning Sun Has Aroused the Fairy Crane from Sleep




FIfEIEE  Whiie Crane. Spirited and Valiant




IR Soaring and Skipping in a Twinkling
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Granes and Birds Flying in the Sky
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Watching the sight of Cranes in the Moonlight




tH-5E%  Mother and San Enjoying Family Happiness




I#FR#® = Male Crane as Bodyguard

Flying Across the large River




