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A Brief Introduction

Fan Ye was an outstanding historian in the Liu Song
Period of the Southern Dynasties. He was gifted in many
ways and thought highly by the people at that time. Hou
Han Shu composed by Fan Ye is the only one that has
been preserved intact in many books on the history of
Eastern Han Dynasty. It is an important work in the his-
tory of Chinese historiography. On the basis of others’
good points, Fan Ye showed the social history of the
Eastern Han Dynasty comprehensively by a series of new
biographies, The historical commentary written by Fan
Ye summed up the rise and fall of the Eastern Han Dy-
nasty, and advanced original views about the vital prob-
lems in its history. Fan Ye criticized the divination com-
bined with mystical Confucianist belief, stated that there
was no ghost in the world resolutely, held that people
should understand the development of society from the
angle of humanity, He advocated governing country by
the benevolent rule of the Confucianists, and laid stress
on the significance of the Confucianism and the governing
principles of tolerant and generous. In the respect of pay-
ing close attention to the history of multinational coun-
try, Fan Ye also possessed the spirit of a rational histori-

an an excellent historian’s rational spirit.
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