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The English Language: Then and Now

You are students of English. Since you have chosen to study English, you must be interested
in English. If you are interested in English, you must be interested in its story then and now.

English then: a long history

More than 1,500 years ago, three Germanic tribes — the Angles, Saxons and Jutes—
invaded Britain, and started the history of a great nation in today’s world — the United
Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland.

The Angles, Saxons and Jutes spoke Germanic languages. But their languages are very
much alike. On the basis of these languages, English was developed. The word “English” just
means “the tongue of the Angles” .

The English language of the early period is called Old English. Old English is so different
from today’s English in pronunciation, spelling and grammar that few of us can understand it.
The Old English period lasted several hundred years.

In 1066, a French tribe — the Normans — invaded the country. In the next few centuries,
the Normans ruled over the country, and the French language became the country’s official
language while English was kept in use only among the native people.

By the middle of the 12th century, Old English changed to Middle English. Middle English
is quite different from Old English, and much easier for modern readers to understand. The
Middle English period lasted till the end of the 15th century. And then Modern English took form.
That is the English we use today although its early form is a little different from today’s English.

The long history of the English language has produced a large number of great writers, such
as William Shakespeare, George Gordon Byron, Charles Dickens, George Bernard Shaw, and
Winston Churchill. Their great works, such as Shakespeare’s Hamlet, Byron’s Don Juan,
Dickens’ A Tale of Two Cities, and Churchill’s great speeches, are part of the great treasury of



2 #7 4% % 18 L 84 #442(—) New Fundamental English Course

world literature.

English now: an international language

English has now become an international language.

In the world today over 1.4 billion people live in countries where English is the official
language. One out of five of the world’s population speaks English with some degree of
competence, and an increasing number of people are also learning English. Over 70% of the
world’s scientists read English. About 85% of the world’s mail is written in English. By 2010,
the number of people who speak English as a second or foreign language will be greater than the
number of native speakers.

English is used for more purposes than ever before. It is now serving not only the
communication in daily life but also work in such fields as science, technology, economy, culture,
and international relations.

There are three factors that contribute to the spread of English: its dominant use in science
and technology, its ability to borrow words from other languages, and its tolerance for various
dialects and styles.

In science and technology, English replaced German after World War 1II as a dominant
language. Today, the world has entered the information age, and English is the language of
information technology. Therefore, English is spreading even faster over the world.

English has a strong ability to borrow words from other languages. As a result, English has
built up a large vocabulary — about one million words in total. About 80% of English words
are foreign. English will continue to borrow words from other languages in the world.

English has a great tolerance for various dialects and styles. In fact, there is no single
standard English language recognized today. Instead, many dialects have developed: American,
British, Canadian, Indian and Australian, to name a few. In addition, it encourages a more
informal usage and different styles. Computer-based communication is closing the gap between
spoken and written English, and a new style of English — Internet English — is replacing the
old style of English in communication.

The world is changing, and so is the English language. It will take new forms and develop
new usages so as to meet the changing communication needs of people. English no longer
belongs to only a few countries. It belongs to all its users for all purposes or needs.

English has been an international language for only 50 years, and will continue to be a
dominant language in the world in the new century. However, this does not mean that English
will replace other languages. Instead, it will exist and work together with other languages in
international communication. It will become a tool that opens windows to the world, unlocks
doors to opportunities, and expands our minds to new ideas.
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Words and Expressions

tribe /traib/ n.
invade /in'veid/ vt
nation /'neifn/  n.

alike /a'laik/  adj.

spelling /'speliy/  n.
official /o'fifl/  adj.
treasury /'trezory/ n.

international /,inta'nzfnal/  adj.
billion /'bilian/ n
competence /'kompitons/  n..
mail /me1l/ vt.

n.

purpose /'pa:pas/  n.
communication /ka,mjuni'keifn/ n.
technology /tek'noladz/  n.
economy /I'konamy/ n.

culture /'kaltfa(r)/ n.

relation /ri'leifn/  n.

contribute /kan'tribjut/  v.

dominant /'dominant/  adj.
ability /a'bilott/  m.
tolerance /'tolorans/ n.
dialect /'daialekt/ n.
style /stail/ n.

racial group united by language, religion, customs,
etc., led by one or more chiefs %

enter (a country or territory) with armed forces to
attack or occupy (it) RFENZ; 28&

large community of people living in a particular
territory under one government [H%K; K
similar, like one another #H1E\

forming words from letters 5

recognized by authority B 4 f#); ERH

@ place where treasure is stored 5 &

@ fortune W&

between two or more nations [H F )

F) 1z

ability to do what is needed fig

send by post Ml &

letters and anything else sent or received by post
A

an intention or plan FEH, H#x

exchange of thoughts, messages, etc. AZ#i; HIF
the study or use of the mechanical arts and applied
sciences AR

production and consumption of goods and services
the customs, civilization, and achievements of a
particular time or people 3 {b

(O similarity, contrast or connection between
people, things or events BX R, K&

@ person who is related to another; relative 35K
£

join with others in giving (money, help, etc.) FT#k;
BE): RO :

prevailing, most influential & 2 BCHUALF], FEHK
power and skill, esp to do, think, etc. §& 1)

capacity to endure hardship or pain Z2.5%; &2

a form of speech peculiar to a given region 77 &5

(O manner of writing or speaking Rk ; U4k
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replace /ri'plers/ vt

vocabulary /vs'kabjular/  n.

gap /gep/ n.
informal /in'faxml/  adj.
usage /'jwsidz/ n.

User /'juiza(r)/ n.
unlock /an'lok/ vt

opportunity / ppa'tjumat/ n.

expand /ik'spend/ .

the United Kingdom of Great
Britain and Northern Ireland
Angle /'engl/  n.

Saxon /'seksn/  n.

Jute /dzu:t/  n.

Hamlet /'hemlit/ n.

Don Juan /don hwain/  n.

World War 11

rule over

close to

take form

not only...but also
build up

so as to (do)
meet the needs
belong to

@ sort, type 5, KA

take the place of (sb./sth.) 0%, HU

All the words of a language i

(D an opening or break in sth. or between two
things Bt00; #0O

@ difference Z#0; 2k MHIH

not formal JE 1FH)

(accepted) way of using (a language) (i& & H1 3115)
A1

person or thing that uses 1 #&; /'

unfasten the lock, release ¥ #; i : B

a favorable moment or occasion HL<&; WHHL

increase in size, number, volume, degree, etc. (f)

¥R dEYRE

RAFIE R AL T /R 2Bk EH, FRREE

mEEA

WO A

REFA

W G R (P5 - B AR R 42 S R B A 2Y)
JEBRUHLA (R A, XS, AFE R
B, ARBIAERER 5 )

5 LIRS KA

govern; have authority over 4tif

adjoining; near ¥EiT; ABiD

assume a definite appearance ¥/

N TiH: AfHeeeee H

(cause to) form steadily, become larger, or develop
M, WK, kE

in order to (do); in such a way as to (do) LA{#; LAE(
satisfy the demand ## 2 (fF &) W HE

be the property of J&T; i@

Notes

1. ARESCRRIESETE S LA XBEILLE M. A, Hasman 7E M _E #)SCEE The Role of
English in the 21st Century 985 10 .
2. The English Language: Then and Now #i5&4#

then and now(it % 57, SRR EPHBRHREZE.



Lesson One 5

3. That is the English we use today although its early form is a little different from today’s
English. R E)V R B RMNS KEHMEE, REENEHELS S KNEERA
NGNS

(which) we use today J& € &M 1), EMiATHE K the English.

4. William Shakespeare (1564 —1616)J8 & « -1 thWE, SEBAG AR, FA,
UFER 37 SRR, 154 BHHIUATRER 2 B KGF, REBMEH Hamler (RIBETE) » Othello

CRFEP)Y , The Merchant of Venice CIJBWIFIAY , Romeo and Juliet (¥ % BK 5K
Yy .

5. George Gordon Byron (1788 —1824)7Fif « & « Fifl, SHFH R R FFA,
RFVEH Don Juan {FEHE) , Childe Harold’s Pilgrimage (1&/REE « W M8 %%,

6. Charles Dickens (1812 —1870) 2t /R i <3k BT, S RAHIIERSE 1 UM BAER, AR
RVEH A Tale of Two Cities {IRICY , David Copperfield (K TV « BIEHERY 2%,

7. George Bernard Shaw (1856 —1950) F {140, Sl FAMIRRBMIAK . LK, 1925 4
KRG DUR LR, IXERVEE Mrs. Warren’s Profession  {YEAE R AIIHNY)Y , The Apple Cart

CERE)Y %

8. Winston Churchill (1874 —1965)#i#ii « It /R, HEEFLBIGH. WFHEEK, B
AR KRR R AR, R RIEPI S = KWz -, 1953 fR3RN DURSCE R,
REM: L The Second World War (5 CHESR HEY & BUVF 2208 U L1 9 SO A%
LY

9. One out of five of the world’s population speaks English with some degree of competence.
FEHFEAOS, HHAZ--MARE - EMEELER ),

4\ i % % with some degree of competence JH AR, 151 speak.

10. There are three factors that contribute to the spread of English: its dominant use in
science and technology, its ability to borrow words from other languages, and its tolerance for
various dialects and styles. = F M OB MERE: EEBOAERER A PER ) L EiE
T SERBOLMIE SRICRAE S, LARSER &R OT E AR R

1] contribute to K] B2 help to cause sth. to happen, 3 “{2ift” Uf.

224443481 4 its dominant use in science and technology, its ability to borrow words from
other languages, and its tolerance for various dialects and styles &R [l three factors [¥] [ {75

11. to name a few {2 JLAME T 252%

XA EA A REE A P RHEEA L.

12. The world is changing, and so is the English language. tt{-{5 &4, sGbE B AN,

HE: MR EEETE/RE:

#HEf)®: Heis a college student, and so am 1. & K%#4E, B,

I speak French, and so does she. I iHi%1E, b iikiE.
I have been to London, and so has he. 321403, At 253405,

ZsEh)R: He is not a college student, neither/nor am I. AR KFA, RBALE.

I don’t speak French, neither/nor does she. BAULIEE, A BT,

I have not been to London, neither/nor has he. & I i6H, fb 3o 3.
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Exercises on the Text

I. Read aloud the following passage until you can recite it.

The world is changing, and so is the English language. It will take new forms and develop
new usages so as to meet the changing communication needs of people. English no longer
belongs to only a few countries? It belongs to all its users for all purposes or needs.

English has been an international language for only 50 years, and will continue to be a
dominant language in the world in the new century. However, this does not mean that English
will replace other languages. Instead, it will exist and work together with other languages in
international communication. It will become a tool that opens windows to the world, unlocks
doors to opportunities, and expands our minds to new ideas.

Il. Answer the following questions based on the text.

1. Who invaded Britain more than 1,500 years ago?

2. What is the meaning of the word “English”?

3. When did Old English change to Middle English, and when did Middle English change to
Modermn English?

4. Tell as much as you know about the great English writers and their great works.

5. What is the evidence for the wide spread of English in today’s world?

6. What are the factors that contribute to the spread of English?

7. What role will the English language play in the new century?

I11. Mark the fol lowing statements true (T) or false (F) according to the text.

[ 11. All of the three tribes — the Angles, Saxons and Jutes — spoke English when they
invaded Britain.

[ ] 2. Old English is very different from today’s English. Therefore, almost none of us
today can understand it.

[ 13. Because English is the language of information technology, English is spreading
much faster over the world in this information age.

[ 14. English has much more foreign words than native words.

[ 15. As a dominant language in the world, English will replace other languages in the
new century.

IV. Cloze: fill in each blank with the right word in reference to the text.

English has a strong ability to borrow words__1 _other languages. __ 2 a result, English
has built up a large vocabulary — about one million words__3 _total. About 80% 4

English words are foreign. English will continue to borrow words__5 _ other languages__ 6
the world.

English has a great tolerance__7 _various dialects and styles. Many dialects have developed:
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American, British, Canadian, Indian and Australian, to name a few. Besides, it encourages a
more informal usage and different styles. Computer-based communication is closing the gap
8 _spoken and written English, and a new style _ 9 English — Internet English — is

replacing the old style of English_ 10 communication.

V. Translate the following passage into English.

WER MEEMES, F  TLAZEMLL. ENERE. FHERRIIEN
Wi, HREG KLY, FETHSERNER, Wb, FEe. KEH. HiE
o, EHRE. IR AREERY TR SCESER—#

AR, WECERN —MERES. AL, AU AEREREFEARTESH
FFKE. BEHFELHAEIGE. BT HFERRZ, mHBHTRY. 3%
Ry AT UKL EFXRED. BE, BECABABRTERA. REA. WERA.
BRI AFF AN KBRTHAENMENE. R AADTRRERANED, fTIF
WREIBLE R KT, R DG HT W & LT .

Word Study
change
1. vt.
change+ n. SU%; AHe S
He has changed his plan.

Would you mind changing seats with me?

Where can | change my dollars into pounds?

2. vi.

change ( + prep./adv.) ik, B, ¥4

The world has changed.

The flowers changed into gold as soon as Midas touched them.
You should change at the next stop for the No.10 bus to go to the university.
3n. Fl

Great changes have taken place in my hometown since 1980.
increase /m'kri:s/

1.vt.

increase + n. 3470, MK

Travel increases our knowledge of the world.

The factory increased its production by 15 per cent last year.
2.vi.

increase ( + prep. /adv. ) Hh, WK

Foreign investment here has increased by 20 percent.
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The student population is increasing year by year.

His determination increased.

3. /nkriis/ n. 40, WK

Last year saw a 7.8 % increase in the country’s GDP (gross domestic product [E P 4=
e D).

develop

1. vt

develop + n. KfE: TPk, Wl phILJRAHER ) FRK

China is developing its market economy. :

We must develop information technology.

This photo studio( ¥ #1H )developed my film.

He developed the habit of taking notes while listening to the teacher in class.

2.vi.

develop (+ prep. /adv.) K1, K

Shanghai has developed into one of the largest cities in the world.

Things are developing well.

development n. KE , X

Development is a main concern of the people.

serve

1. vt

serve +n.  kjereee Mes: Hgeeeee A RA: RFF

The government should serve the people whole-heartedly.

The housekeeper served the family all her life.

The officer served his country for twenty years.

The waitress served soup to me.

This restaurant serves nice food.

2. i,

serve + prep.fadv. HR%: HLEA; HRY

He served on the committee.

Before he came to this university, he had served in the army.

service /'sovis/ n. IR %: B HR{X

He put all his knowledge at the service of the people.

He is proud of his service in the army.

keep

1. link-v.

keep +adj. {R¥EFAR-WRE

The teacher asked the students to keep quiet.

They kept calm throughout the crisis.



