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Rural Youths in Livestock Agriculture in China'
Hu Xiji

(Beijing Agricultural College Beijing 102206)

1 Introduction

China is a vast country not only in terms of land area but also of human population. In 1987, the
Chinese population exceeded 1 000 million, accounted for 22 percent of the total world population, but
arable land limited only to 100 883 000 ha. This means China has more population with less arable land
per capita. In the past several decades, China used only 7 percent of arable land of the world and sup-
ported around 22 percent of the world population. This implies a great achievement on one hand, and a

big burden on the other.

2 China- Population- Land- Productivity

About 78 percent of the 1 000 million Chinese population are in rural areas . Agricultural labor
forces account for 70 percent of the total. This means that agriculture is the biggest employment sector in
China. However, since the arable land is limited, it can not absorb so much labor forces in such a limit-
ed land area for long time; and productivity can not be improved if the situation will not be changed. In
the meantime, there must be a lot of potential unemployed or semi—unemployed population in rural areas,
their marginal return should be decreased if they are put only into cropping production continuously. It is
obviously a huge waste to the country’s production resources. However, the situation of rural employment
and productivity in China had never changed till the beginning of 1979.

3 Agricultural Policy

From 1979, a new agricultural policy had been implemented in China. It not only took the place of
people’s commune with responsibility system with—family management as the kernel—but also replaced
the rigid policy of “taking grain as the main post” with the policy of—never relaxing the grain produc-
tion—and promoting diversified production which, under different situations and geographical conditions,

met the need of food market requirement step by step. As a result, livestock production has also been im-

proved.
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4 Livestock Subsector

China’s livestock subsector can roughly be divided into two categories:

(i) Grassland livestock production; and

S8

i (ii) farming-area livestock production.
%4 The grassland livestock production is that the animals are being raised on vast grassland and the

natural grass is the main feed for them. This includes cattle (dairy, beef and working cattle) , horse,

sheep and goat, and camel. This category of livestock production in China is distributed geographically in
the border areas such as Inner Mongolia, Xinjiang, Tibet, Ningxia and Qinghai provinces.

The characteristics of these provinces are vast area with relatively less population . As far as land
area is concerned it accounts for 46 percent of the whole China. As for the local people, most are mi-
norities. According to the statistical figures available, minorities account for 6 percent of the total Chinese
population, of which over 90 percent of these minorities are living in these areas. In terms of meat pro-
duction per caput, it is much higher than that of the inner land. Though the yield of red meat accounts
for 41.3 percent indicating that the productivity is somewhat lower than the average of China. Livestock
subsector in China accounted for almost 20 percent of the gross domestic agricultural output in 1987. But
in Inner Mongolia, Qinghai province and Tibet, the figures were 30.2, 42.8 and 55.5 percent of the local
agricultural output, respectively. It can be seen that livestock production is at a crucial position in the e-
conomy of these provinces. Similarly, people who engage in livestock production are relatively more than
in other provinces / localities. For instance, there are more than 3 million of these rural population, en-
gaging in livestock production in Inner Mongolia, and most of them, more than 2/3, are young herdsmen.
So it can be pointed out, according to the evidence, that the main employment opportunity provided to
the youths in the grassland areas is from livestock production. These young herdsmen are engaging not
only in grazing, building and maintaining pasture, harvesting and storing the feedstuff for animals during
the hard winter time, but are also in charge of repairing animal shelter and transporting livestock prod-
ucts. In order to meet the need of further developing livestock production, a part of young herdsmen have
been sent to schools at different levels for training. Livestock colleges of Inner Mongolia are mainly for
Mongolian people. In general, the young herdsmen are not only the main labor forces at present but also
the main feature for developing grassland livestock production in the future.

The second category of livestock production or the so—called farming area livestock in China is the
farm industry which takes hog raising as the core in farming area; and in the suburb, dairy and chicken
as the main. As far as organization is concerned, there are state farms, collective farms, specialized
households, and the common households which take animal raising as a side line. Species—wise, hogs is

placed the first, dairy second, chicken is the third, and the importance of beef is somewhat minimal.

S Livestock Production

Pork is the most important meat in China. It accounted for 92 percent of the total animal meat pro-

duced in 1987. Most of the pork are produced by rural households. The reasons are that pork is the
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