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Preface

The 2005 Guizhou International Eco-museum Forum was held from June 1 to 4 of the year in
Guiyang, capital of Southwest China’s Guizhou Province. Among those attending the forum and
giving addresses are Professor Zhang Wenbin, chairman of board of directors of the Chinese Soci-
ety of Museums, Mr. Shi Xiushi, governor of Guizhou, Mr. Tong Mingkang, deputy head of
China’s State Administration of Cultural Heritages, Mr Tor Chr. Hildan, ambassador extraordi-
nary and plenipotentiary of Royal Norwegian Embassy and Dr. Amareswar Galla, vice president
of the International Council of Museums.

About 100 researchers from 15 countries attended the forum, which was held under the
theme of “Communication and Exploration.” They presented 35 papers and communicated on the
practices of about 40 eco-museums around the world. They also visited the Soga Miaos’ Eco-mu-
seum, the first eco-museum in China, and the Zhenshan Bouyeis’ eco-museum. After the forum,
some researchers had a trip to the Tang’ an Dongs’ Eco-museum in Guizhou, some went to the
Yaos' Eco-museum in Southwest China’s Guangxi Zhuang Autonomous Region,and others to the Ol-
unsum Mongolians’ Eco-museum in North China’s Inner Mongolia Autonomous Region. They had a
frank and effective communication on problems concerning eco-museums both in practices and in theories.

It was in the 1980s that theories and foreign practices of eco-museums were first introduced
in China. In the 1990s the first eco-museum in China was built in Guizhou Province with the help
of both Chinese and Norwegian researchers. After that three other eco-museums were established
in Guzhou to take care of cultures of three ethnic groups in the province. In this way the Chinese
gained the first experience in building eco-museums in their country. At the turn of the century
they got some new experience in the field when two projects kicked off to establish eco-museums
respectively in Inner Mongolia and in Guangxi. Researchers attending the forum were all im-
pressed by the practices in China and the challenges in the face of local researchers. Their papers
also covered a wide range of topics from the origin of the eco-museum movement to the present
situation around the globe. It is great importance to have them compiled. Reports of Mr. Hugues
de Varine, Mr. Maurizio Maggi and Mr. Cao Bingwu on their visits to eco-museums in China,
and letters between Mr. Hugues de Varine and Mr. Su Donghai, which are follow-ups of the fo-
rum, are included with approvals of the authors.

Mr. Peter Davis ( Professor of Museology, ICCHS, University of Newcastle) patiently re-
vised the English translations of the texts. The Norwegian Government sponsored the printing of

the book. We are very grateful for their help.

Editor
December 2005
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