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To Live Is To Be Remembered
—The Mystery of Fame

{The Chinese Title: Yi Ming Jing Ren
—From Obscurity to Instant Fame)

Hongyi Lai

SUMMARY

Who are the most famous people in history? How to become fa-
mous and promote your publicity? How to earn long — lasting fame?
Why do people go after fame? Which civilization has nurtured the
greatest number of known figures in the ancient world? Which na-
tion produced the greatest number of public figures during the me-
dieval period? Which nation has the most celebrities in the modern
times? Why can the Jewish produce numerous scientists and epoch
—making people as well as about a hundred Nobe! prize winners?

As one of the few extensive works on fame ever published, this
hook addresses these questions. It propeses a boid philosophy of life
and a new ultimate mesning of life: To live is to be rememnbered. It
examines fame, a topic which is important at all times yet has not
been adequately studied, This book consists of two parts. The first
part discusses the live — for — fame philosophy, traces the sources of
pursuit of fame, reviews approaches to fame and {actors, which affect
the magnitude of fame. The second part provides a historical
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overview of the known people in major civilizations and nations. It
highlights the linguistic, psychological, political, and environmental
links between the civilization or nation and the types of the known
people, which it has produced.

At the philosophical tevel this book advocates fame as the high-
est goal in lLife. It argues that a desire 1o earn long — iasting publicity
drives the success of many of the well — known historical figures. It
suggests that fame is precious and desirable for two reasons. First,
fame can bring public attention, respect, and material rewards to its
owners—the famous people. Second,, fame cannot be transferred , yet
can last beyond its owner’s life time. Because of these two features,
fame helps either to overcome fame ~ pursuers’ ownsense of inferiori-
ty about their own physical or social wéaknesses,or to gratify the
famepursuers’ desire for magnificence and eternality manifested in
nature such as the sun and mountaifs.

The first half of the book provides an extensive methodological
study of fame. It reviews the three typical stages toward fame—ad-
miration for the famous people and determination to become famous;
studies. and imitation of the famous persons,or pursuit of fame ;and
success,or gain of fame. This book uses successful examples to illus-
. trate key approaches to success in major fields, such as politics, reli-
gion, military , social thought, natural sciences, invention, social sci-
ences, literature, painting and sculpture, music , acting, pop music
and novels, expenditure, spouse of the known figures, and stunts. It
presents and analyzes the results of a survey about the best — known
people on history among a group of college and graduate students
from the major continents. It proposes that known persons can fall
inie several ranks. Mega — giants are international household names
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over 1000 years after the persons’ death. (iants refer to regtonally or
nationally househald names aver 1000 years after the persons’death.
Mastets refer to figures known by ordinary professionals in the ficld
arcund the world 400 — 300 years after their deaths. Authoritics de-
note figures widely known by professionals in the fields around the
world even decades after their deaths. Finally, celebrities are the
people who are known nation — wide during part of their life time for
their frequent public appearances.

Career fields are ranked by the greatest fame ever achieved in
it. This book also discusses the major factors that affect the magni-
tude and favorableness of fame. They include the known persons’ ca-
reer {ields, their achievements or influence on the peaple, the civiliza-
tion, country, or era to which the known persons belong, their im-
ages , understandability of their achievements, historians” points of
view , and the moral standard of their native country. It also reviews
the approaches to enhancing fame. They include creating unique im-
ages, having easy, distinct, and well — sound names, establishing and
naming grandl prizes after oneself, charity in exchange for naming af-
ter oneself foundations or institutions, naming of the imvention or
places after oneself, and set — up of memworial architectures, It sug-
gests how 1o live as a known person and discusses how women can
.acbieve suceess.

Finally , it overviews the historical trend of the emergence of
kiiown people in the world. The first part ends with a collection of
the proverbs or quotes on fame. Shakespeare ence remarked to the
following effect: When T estimate all the worries in my life, I realize
that life is not worthy of holding on t0. The only thing I am con-
cermed with is my reputation for [ will leave it to the coming generations.
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Biography of the author: Born in Guangdong Province, China.
~ Bachelor of Arts in International Politics at Beijing University, and
Master of Arts and a candidate for the doctoral degree in Political
Science at University of California at l.os Angeles. He has published
four papers on Chinese politics, world politics, and human behavior
and have presented papers at six academic conferences in the U. S.
His research interests are on human behavior, fame, trade and
develop ment, political economy of China since 1949, China’s post —
1978 economic reform, and patterns of China’ s history. His recent
research on China’s economic reform received grants from the Na-
tional Science Foundation and Social Science Research Council in the
U.S.

Note: For the English names of the known figures in this
book, please refer to the following twa sources: “Suo2 Yin3” (Index-
es)in thenChinese version of World Civilizations ( Shijie Wuming
Shi), Volumed4, by Edward McNall Burns and Philip Lee Ralph,
translated by LUQO Jingguo et al, and published by Commercial Press
{Shangwu Chubanshe)in Beijing in 1988; Appendix 10: Biographical
Names, The Advanced Learner’ s Dictionary of Current English
with Chinese Translation by A.S. Homby,E. V. Gatenby, and H.
Wakefield , Oxford University Press. Hong Kong,1970.
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