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Abstract

Liu Ji was one of the most important authors at the be-
ginning of the Ming Dynasty. Some scholars regarded his
poems as the best in the Ming Dynasty. Liu Ji was proud of
his essays, too. He once said to Emperor Zhu Yuanzhang
that, among all the authors of the time, his essays were
only second to Song Lian’s, Liu Ji also held an important
position in the history of literature because his doctrine of
“back to the ancients” deeply influenced literary schools
later called the Ming’s Former Seven Scholars and Latter
Seven Scholars.

Liu Ji was also a famous thinker, statesman and strategist.
He had made tremendous contributions to the foundation of
the Ming Dynasty, and was awarded the title of Count
Chengyi ( Loyalty). and was also titled Taishiafter his
death. However, Liu Ji, as one of the few Jinshi of the
Yuan Dynasty, was loyal to the Yuan Dynasty. Even after
the Ming Dynasty was founded, he sometimes showed his
sympathy with the former dynasty.

Liu Ji had special personalities. Song Lian. who was

his lifetime friend. said he was extremely ambitious. He




was not only self — confident with his talents in essay — writ-
ing, but he was sometimes the only one who would contend
with Zhu Yuanzhang the emperor in the court. He would
not come into contact with scholars from the middle of Wu
(Zhejiang) due to his so-called moral-essay beliefs. All
these combined has portrayed a mysterious character of Liu
Ji and added to our difficulty in understanding him. There-
fore it is very significant to conduct a study of Liu Ji.

A literature review shows that there still lies much
room for further studies in all the aspects mentioned above
about Liu Ji, and the present research is just a fresh attempt
to examine the biography, thoughts and literary creation of
him on the basis of a compilation of his chronicle life, deci-
ding when his particular works were written and how he was
related to others.

Liu Ji’s life can be divided into two stages, which will
be discussed in two separate chapters in this book. Chapter
One, “Declining Dynasty and Heyday Ideals”, discusses the
first half of his life until the twentieth year of the Reign of
Zhizheng when he started to work with Zhu Yuanzhang.
During this stage there was a huge conflict between Liu Ji’s
outstanding talents, great ambition and the declining ruling
of the Yuan Dynasty. Chapter Two, “Loyalty and Disloyal-
ty”, discusses Liu Ji’s conflicting attitude toward the revo-
lutionary new dynasty in the latter half of his life. Then in
Chapter Three, “A Survivor and Recluse”, is a special re-
search into Liu Ji’s thinking as a surviving adherent of the
former dynasty.

The following two chapters are devoted to the research

of Liu Ji’s literary creation, and attempt to prove that Liu
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was one of the most important writers of the time. Chapter
Four. *“Supposed to Be the Best of Ming’s Poets On Liu Ji’s
Poetry and Its Influence”, examines Liu’s poetry historical-
ly against the poetic trends of his time. It is suggested that
Liu’s poems were characterized by “profundity” and “dis-
continuity”. Some new light was shed on the unsettled
problem of the School of Yue Poetry in the discussion of the
influence of Liu Ji’s poetry. chapter Five, *A Self — conceit-
ed Master in Essay Writing”, discusses Liu Ji’s essay writ-
ing, especially his work Yulizi, Yulizi is a conclusive work
of Liu Ji’s life, and he had devoted all his efforts to write it.
The book was a product of “stimulation”, and it reflected
the social realities of later Yuan Dynasty as well as his own
experience. The forceful expression in the form of fables
makes it a peculiar and profound work echoing the works of
ancient masters of the Spring and Autumn Period.

The discussion of Liu Ji’s life and works has been deep-
ened with the compilation of his chronicle life and with the
examination of his rclationship with others. Some case stud-
ies, such as the one about Liu Ji’s visit to the capital in the
sixth year of the Reign of Zhizheng, help to understand Liu
Ji. The compilation of his chronicle life involved much cor-
rection and complementation of previous literature, and his
missing works have also been collected with as much care as
possible.

It is hoped that this study will promote the research in

Liu Ji’s life and works.

Key words: Liu Ji; life and thoughts; literary creation
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