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A Humble Gift

It is the last day of the school year and I stand empty-
handed with no gift to give you.

It isn’t that I haven’t tried to think of something
thoughtful and kind ... quite to the contrary ®. For
months, I have combed ® catalogs, browsed ® specialty
shops ® and department stores, inquired of novelty ®
shops, and even searched the internet only to realize that
no bauble® or trinket? or card could measure up® to the
feelings of a mother’s grateful heart and a teacher’s loving
dedication.

How I wish a colorful bundle of fresh wildflowers
could reflect the beauty of your way with children—the
constant patience and nurturing, the gentle
encouragement. A keepsake® basket laden with soothing
soaps and bath oils would eventually serve only as a
common gift were its sturdy®, woven walls not filled to
overflowing with examples of the individual ways you
have touched the lives of your students.

Jewelry would surely be nice, but what can I afford
that would not soon tarnish ® or grow quickly out of
style? You deserve the gems of royalty for your
perseverance @ and creativity, your devotion and talent.

During the past year, I have given you many small gifts,
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mostly intangible? ones.

At the moment the first school bell rang last August, I
placed in you my trust, believing you would teach my
child and reserve respect for me as a parent. I added to
that my constant and fervent® prayers that you would be
objective?® and fair with the ability to set limitations while
offering my child a chance to learn self-control and to soar
a bit in the process. I sincerely petitioned ® that your
classroom would be a safe haven for my child to grow and .
learn, lending itself t0® the crazy, yet somehow perfect,
mixture of sclf-discipline and controlled instruction. I
prayed for your health and your happiness, and your
ability to be supplied with the tools necessary to complete
your task as teacher and educator and mentor®. I offered
you my time as often as I could, and my support for your
endeavors. Occasionally, I even offered you a challenge
when I spoke my mind, sometimes standing firm,
sometimes backing down® with a renewed assurance or a
“wait and see” attitude!

I wish with all my heart I could put a delicate ribbon
on a gayly® wrapped package and give you a “something”
to express my appreciation and affection, but I have
nothing to give you that would surpass the most precious
gift [ have ever had to offer and which you already so
graciously accepted months ago—the one you have held
close to your heart, laughed with and probably cried with,
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applauded and scolded, encouraged and molded—my -
child!

And today, as my child returns to my side for the
summer, the gift I humbly give to you is found deep
within my heart...

I give to you my thanks.
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Where Has All My Salary Gone?

The two-year study at the business school was really a
big investment. Not only did I use up all my savings for it,
but I also had to borrow a chunk® of money from others.
The anxious expectation for a return for the investment
accompanied me all the way till I graduated at last. The
various plans for a rosy future aside, I needed money, first
of all, to pay off the debt I owed. Therefore, unlike many
of my friends going on a grand® tour around the globe
after graduation, I started to work, right after [ left
Cornell, with my current company in Louisville,
Kentucky.

I received my first pay stub@® after working in the
company for fifteen days. Our company pays out salary

twice a month, which is the practice® of most companies

in the States. Since I had filled in the paperwork on the

fist day at work, giving permission to our payroll ®

department to deposit the paycheck directly into my bank -

account, what I received was just a detailed statement.
When I went through the statement, I was appalled ® at
what I saw—the net? pay I received was much less than I
had expected and the tax I had to pay was eye-popping®.
On the left side of the statement were my earnings for the

two weeks and on the right side were the deductions® of

< ‘,ff( Learn Eng/;sh By Reading Original Works



H A FARARB|AILELT ?

REGFAHEMRILE T2 74

TER B P AE I LRI [

RAMBIE. RAMANAET A
RBE  Em A AET — jt%ﬁz ROk
A EEESEERIE ] Eﬁﬁl’ﬁ%‘& H
BIRATFHN., BREXEFRENZ
M2, RAEGRITERE
WK T 855 . B, MR IITFZ
Kl EmEEemRikiTe, R—8
FFRRE/R R, O EREIEEEME
BB R T, RRIEFTEMEK
AR EBET o

I 15 XE . 0B THE—KL
g, RMNAFBARKRKIE, &
EEA LA R EXFEM . BART
ERISE— KRBT £, AR TR
HITHEB IR XEFRROBRYT
ek B AR OB s AR — AN
AR . HRFMEL TR
B, RAE —F—REHTFHLHE
HERBANSEE, MERMAOBSA
e EHSE . TRERNLNTIH RN
Bl A, FARAFEZ BN
W BEIPBL, HIEEMBLAE 5 M

New Words

(Dchunk [tfapk] a. [I1] #1245 KH
#War

®gmnd[gmnd] adj. |1 5F#9,
PURI, BRL
@stub [stab] n. (Rﬁ%%)ﬁﬂ
FMR

@practice [*praktis] n. 7 #
L0, S

(®payroll [*peirsul] n. THE &5,
BT Y

®appall [2+po:l] vr. 1554

(Dnet [net) adj. ¥, 4l

®eye-popping ["ai’popin] adj.
[(BIEIN =LA i)

(@deduction [di*dakfan] n. TR
LB

MR - RERE @ti



2" a i, .
N Y make a micke  wu o Has All My Salary Gone?

NN\

different taxes, which included federal withholding® (i.e.
federal tax), Kentucky state withholding (i.e. state tax)
and Louisville municipal® withholding (i.e. city tax). All
those taxes added up to 30% of my paycheck. What was
more unbelievable was the withholding on my signing
bonus®. When I accepted the offer from this company, it
gave me a certain amount of money as a reward for doing
that. My signing bonus was taxed at the rate of 45%.

Dismayed, I called one of my friends working in
Chicago and complained about the high tax rate. Aften I
vented® all out to her, she told me that, compared with
her, I ought to have nothing to gripe® about. As she was
single, her tax bracket® was higher than mine. In addi—
tion to the federal tax, state tax {Illinois has a higher state
tax than Kéntucky) and city tax, she had to pay the
county tax, which added up to 35% of her paycheck. Plus,
the cost of living in Chicago was much higher than in
Louisville. Now it turned out that her case was even
worse than mine. I offered her all the understanding and
sola»cecD that I intended to seek from her.

As time went by, I began to accept the tax fact.
However, I had to adjust my aggressive® financial® plan,
since I realized that it would not be easy for me to save
money to pay off my debt in a short time. So where else
has my salary gone besides going to the different taxes?

Every month there are two big-item expenses for me: my
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