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Abstract

Peking Opera is one of the most important branches of the tradi-
tional music of China and the most important drama as well. Dan aria,
a vital composition of Peking opera, undergone more than hundred
years of changes, has taken two of the three peaks of the three clima-
xes. From “Top Four Famous Dan Singers” to “Yangbanxi” (models
of Peking Opera), the development of Dan aria is without parallel in
the history of Peking Opera. It has drawn much attention ranging from
scholars to the ordinary people.

The main research object of this thesis, which is divided into
three chapters, is the Dan aria of “ Yangbanxi” of Pecking Opera. In
Chapter the writer illustrates the form and development of Dan of Pe-
king Opera in two aspects; first, in the forming and developing of Pe-
king Opera how Laosheng aria has formed its artistic character and the
background of the developing of Dan aria and its artistic character; sec-
ond, the writer gives a brief account of the development of “fashion
drama” of Peking Opera, the appearing of modern drama and the
forming of “ Yangbanxi” of Peking Opera. In Chapter II, the writer il-
lustrates the artistic character of the former phase of the development of
Dan aria in “Yangbanxi”. Through the analysis of the comparing with
traditional Dan aria, in the aspect of aria design, artistic technique,
combination of music and songs, singing technique and so on, expli-
cating the development of “Yangbanxi” in the former phase. In Chap-

ter II1, the writer illustrates the artistic character of the later phaseof
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the development of Dan aria. Through the comparison with the “ Yang-
banxi” of former phase, in the aspects of design of aria, newly crea-
ted model, the throughout of the main idea, borrowing of song form,
using of chorus, mixed workout of orchestra, pure music producing,
aria and so on, illutrates how Dan aria in the later phase of “Yang-
banxi” changes its creation idea and gains its further developing.
Through the research of analysis and comparison of Dan aria in
“Yangbanxi” the writer draws the conclusion that the development of
“Yangbanxi” in recent years embodies the tradition of “stepping with
the time” of Peking Opera. The development of Dan aria in “ Yang-
banxi” represents the ever advancing of social consciousness of China.
The protruding of Dan aria shows that Peking Opera has stepped into a
wider developing space and reflects the highly fusion of traditionally Pe-

king Opera with modern music and world music.

KEY WORDS
Dan aria in Peking Opera, “Top Four Famous Dan Singers” , re-
form of tradition drama, “Yangbanxi”, throughout of the main idea,

creation and development
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