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ABSTRACT

A Study on the Er-ren-tai in Contemporary
Social Transition: Interactions between Hequ District
Non-governmental Troupes and Regional Culture

For nearly a century, er-ren-tai has been the most popular drama within a region encompassing
China’s northern Shanxi, Shaanxi, western Inner Mongolia and northern Hebei. As a product of
cultural exchanges between the Han and Mongolian nationalities, er-ren-tai plays a significant role
in the daily life of the people in that region.

A mixture of folk songs and dances, narration, instrumental music and acrobatics, er-ren-tai is
a unique form of performing arts. Historical accumulations have resulted a repertory of close to
more than one hundred plays, with a characteristic basic instrumentation of mei (flute), sihu
(four-string fiddle) and yanggin (dulcimer) as accompanying instruments. Today, er-ren-tai is
still actively a part of people social life in the region, particularly in the Hequ county that intersects
Shanxi, Shaanxi and Inner Mongolia. With this special geographic location and its rich cultural
heritage, Hequ stands out as a distinctive representative of the region’s er-ren-tai tradition.

There are many non-governmental er-ren-tai troupes in the Hequ county. Performing in its tra-
ditional style in towns and villages along the historical route of “going west to make a living” , these
troupes enjoy tremendous populan‘iy among the Han and Mongolian locals. Having a strong regional
flavor reflected in its artistic styles, involving as a special part in folk rituals, er-ren-tai brings into
full play the social function in the contemporary environment.

The author has conducted case studies on er-ren-tai and its troupes, two of the representatives
are the Er-niu Er-ren-tai Family Troupe and the Quyu Er-ren-tai Art Ensemble. After investigating
er-ren-tai both diachronically and synchronically, studying it from various dimensions such as time,
location, social maintenance and cultural features, and viewing it as both insider and outsider, I
depict er-ren-tai in both micro and macro levels, present its past to the present, trace the special
geographical and historical background that produces and nourishes er-ren-tai, examine its primi-
tive-forms and variations in towns and villages, clarify the inner structure and outer operational
mechanism of er-ren-tai troupes, and discuss its interactions with the contemporary social environ-
ment and local humanity factors.

By examining the relationship between er-ren-tai and regional folk rituals, I expound the inter-

4.



active bond between er-ren-tai troupes and the “going west to make a living” culture. After compa-
ring different activities of er-ren-tai, I believe being one of the profane entertainments, er-ren-tai
not only has tight interactions with the local culture, but also is one of the most important composing

factors of the “going west to make a living” culture.



BAMLTSIME, AR, EEMNFHMNEEERAICRRKANKFELSEN, R
ARSTHZTA, MEME TR TR L BOMENE. 24k, R—EBERIHHR
X e RPHIREIE A, BE, AL T T4 7HECE, B —E
BRFXH#E L Rl F R meh, EXR T SHEEMERERLE, AXRB/NTLT
BARIRIFLR, RAWERTEERIRE,

RERPEBPXRENEERBETRBREIAE, FRAPRRTEZWHIA,
T TREMIISEA, FITERRBERZERFLOER, RABIAE TROFEARUE,
EREEHRZ T HE L H B MEADBHMBEIET, XFE 83018 LURF 58
G, TR (] Lawrence Witzleben) . ZR . &A%, BT EFHBNETE WIRE
BIRE DB, (HRRIRIZEEMR, R TMAT™EN SR, XX RIS XS EEHED
TEBRKIER, B4, ERRFEHRKERR. FNTHEARU KRR ¥R SIHEERE
MEFERTFTRERERRRXD, AT, BEEXR-HBLUEENHEMHERN
B o

AR ERET, SHeFRTHATITNEEREIKREN —FREMRT S
T EBNZFME, AR IEE KRR OMNMNE, AEHFFEENEE—. BT,
KHZE ., REFR., BRI, HIE. Uik, FREHHRE, BHRRENTER. B
R, WAFMHKMEEL, KR, DB, SEE. 8FH, MR EW (I, PRIg
BHFERE, WARNDB)I%E. o, REBITAFBEEEMESEETIE, B8 TYH
WA (a%), MITEKEOKNELR, EEF, KEMTEE, RAES0EsHE,
LFTINER, AERSREMEEA, WA EY . FEE, NONERBRES, SRR
MR A B RAEER, EEAEERIIBPRSMBAOEISH A,

B EAL A AR FABE S 4 MEREURLERIIRRA, H
 EEMTEREE . RN, AR, BT TROMBH, SRR,

BJa, BWRRNBEEK, BRAOLE, il—ERRIBRNZ L, THERNEE,
EREEREBRNFELT, FEREL¥Y, BEBRE, SRAIERE XK, £k, ¥
BB SCRA R EAN, IF—HFRBZH.




& it

—AMHELISE, ZAGEKERBAS, BEWMAAMBALREIL, JTERTEEEIL.
BRdt. MSEmTEE. HALUA T MKt b, RIS RE AR A H T X 2 — .
XA SRR AN REAREERX, EFEICEARNER T SAREEN
&,

ZTARERR. REME. BE. ki, 85, ZESFEHZIAEAN—A,O HEL
HENGE, Z5ESRBTHEARKMEE . tEMSBRRMEE, UK (FF) . UHM5HE
HERMFERRE, ERABEUITER BT AR,

ZABEE EHEROAROREMR, BRIbh%l. BRIt MEE H K
IRBHIER ALK = K SRR B RE IR, AR T X — &4 G UL (. ETE 0 IER B
XERAR I Z B HHEEF RS, —ASRUGER TER D AFNRYE, MHE
HREBHEE ., BRI, STHREE, i, RE. ROUESSFERAOSUERIEIT T,
AU, ZAGREEASHUR—mEE T

“ABESNRTMEREFIR S AR B FHREILVEMH, FEA
ZHRE T AARBL, MI1WE LSEETNOMBE, FFEEETRASENE, HIITEA
MRS BANERE . ESNTH, Fale, RRaWE, EHER. AEILKI BE
R, HIRREEGET, “AGRLATDH R, AMIFREE., REHES. 519
Y. BERWENSRE -AS. AMIRE ZASHER “4k”.0 —AEHFRNARKE
EERFEH T — B EE, WA, ERh i ERRE A GKRE,

FEXANRIB R 2 A G LB RE RS, &8 T AGERZHRAOLE
o XFPARMBAIFIE . ZIOCHIG, FRINEEHNIE . BB SO BB B Rl
&, AERCAGHREFEMENG? ZEEBTEOKLE, Z25MANEEIRXHE -G R.
— M REXCEE, ERAERAE—IRE, MAEEETNOMNY, a2k kREREK,
MEES T AMNBPAERIE, RS TR, WRE—EE 2430 R 5 H R

© FEHEREREER. TREBEER. MZER. RiER. FEMERMYLTE, KB, AR
o\ ARENEBETHA _AEGR—EZH, THE-MERNEEERRIZRER,

@ ETOEMRAFBLOR, BTRRUAKERGIL, BRI X AT, B4R THE,
BEHEH, EH 05 (KBHAO) BHKBLISMIASETEERIT TRENEAET,

® SHREZ—, W “4X” —BREEEFRTIEAR BRI PHRRSE, BEZERRERRN
A RMREERLERE, Kb, UE - AGNEEEINE,

. 7.



HETFTPH_ABHR
— FMRFRIEE AL SR

R BV 1 i XL i 7

AXEPIFER R, ERXAE— RS T O F SR, TihE ik /£ T £ AR % .
SHAAEG R A SRR, EHTS=FaRMIEHEE, KEULYSREY
IRFERIREF, ZRAMALE BEF A& BER SR

o IEFINESS ' o KKO
i3, ?{
HNEHHBK

HEO-1 B, Bd, WEFEH. RA-ALRTHERF FEE

—. EHRMHXUR SRR

(=) XFZAAHHRRESHRIHR

MABRBISEE 20 1 50 £, BA B 248 1953 4F sk 3 4 22 oh [ 35 5
B BTRUTABIL PG i BT RBKE IR, REMFET I, SETERRKS ARAE
HIRFR. SRRV O AR, RAFRE, =1, SRR, 2005, §F(. T8,
BIHAE . 2. FRIF, HETL SRR i 0t AT IR, Sl T e R R
) —HBHI (hRE R EE RHR R 1956) . #EFEMROAERES, B
(PRI RERAEH “ZAB") —3, Xl - AGMEREE . S5, BHERX. $EK
BURZAGRRBEESHEIAT TSR, HERGH LTI EM A& E 2,

O VE BRSO E P9 O ST S B0 R SORIZRAE M, 22453 7 1 T B A0 AR X 5 5 B 2 o A 3 A 1
A, EEERMGXRE S R R A TR,



HERWGE, ROAGBRRHSHEREIE, SRERERENZF O

60 FEF), AFEEM - AEGHHRZNRR, FTERAERANEESRHESE T E, £
BHRAAFE AKX CLRHE ( CAGMTHER) (1960), (ZAGRIAFEE)
(1960), (ZAGHBHLH) (1961), (ZABFH) (HX. £, 60 FR),Q WK
ZAREARFEMAZRSHEAN (CABEREEILHY (1-7) (1962) %,

60 FfUHFHZE 70 48, “SURER” WXNRELEN - ASERETRNOTIET
FHCRAE . 80 RS, W AGHMBIRIFHHEAEENY, FERAEN - AGT RN
SR S e

B, ETPERBREITRERY, MO ZAEGT S I ERALE LT, B,
e LB A REIRE . REREE. #2. i RdEET. HK, UASEHHKX
HRTAEENER, M_AGHT THWER. BlE, TABHEUREEESIEELHEMN
BEFE. WM TAMEBREY (CARROEE) (1984), BEACRERN (EBR-A
BIREEEE) (1987), ThFR., FTFRELEMY (CAGER) (NEHEHIS) (1986
WEREDR) , TREFRIEE (“ABEERIBER) (1988), BRI (ZAAFE), MEEH
ZARBIEPGEE (CAGRBRE) . (KE-AGRB®). (ABE_ALGEER) %, B
Sh, WRMAR EME CRIF) (RETY), FABRFETX - ABHTEHHITHY
XE,

BRVY . LIPS AR SRS R (CABTFER) (1983), D@4
B (BRI AGHIEE) (1996), FELH (LT AGESEREL%H) (2000) 2,

TEIHEZSTER Y, EF R BATEH MBI FAR LUAFF 5 R A S FIED 2 3,
TR LB —H, HEBREM T HAELERENEHRNTH, XLFHAESEE
Hiko ANV B EEIE A A B IS F A Wil B RS ST X F A S B H

FARMMEA, F%, EEUNXREBEBH_ASIER T,

GERTR, ZAGHPIOREES FRL A S RAT RN TS RPN . B

IR EREBRELT =

. ZAGFRBEFRDMAGIE, Bibfotkn

“AGER A TELERMRASTRER, HERST CETERKER ., —B—HE
FARRAEA, XHTFHE U kil 605 2o f M4, S HBIRMR S FERRAN
ZABBEMEEE RN EMICEEETE, ERF RSN ASTIRS, XEEEMY
Bt FERZEELREPUER ST A& BRI 18 MBIk

O RFBASBIE/DSBA, SHIAGE EWEO” WAEE, BEES. CASSASERGTAE, £
AY=AZAMEER, BET 400 KFH R . 4000 £ EBIAUR 45 - ASEIE.
@ RERFSEANMAAENEE, BREZREEEINSE,

.9.



