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Abstract

As a response to the state’s advocacy on community build, gover-
ning models of local governments have undertaken voluntary reform,
which provides vast space for residents’ participation in the urban com-
munity build. Actually, great changes have taken place to the fashion
of residents’ involvement, and more drive has been added to this
build. This thesis, generally based on empirical study, discusses the
main domains of local governance transition and innovations of
residents’ participation, and tries to find out their relativity.

Three considerations support the choosing of the topic. Firstly,
the change of government’s influence determines the reform of gover-
ning fashions and inevitably leads to changes in residents’ participa-
tion. In different historical periods, governments practiced different
governing modes, accordingly, residents responded differently. How-
ever, few researches have been done in this area, if any, it has paid
little attention to the variable of local government and didn’t view the
community as a part of the big society. Thus, there is some theoretical
significance to discuss this topic. Secondly, despite the fact that Chi-
nese urban community build commenced 20 years after villagers’ self
- governance in the rural area and has consulted a lot from the experi-
ences and lessons of the latter, it has certainly led them to a dead end

when some students tried to copy the rural models to the urban. Obvi-
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ously, the heterogeneity of them has determined their respective par-
ticipation manners. Contrarily, the achievements of urban community
build, especially those reforms in local government, may function as
good reference for community development in the rural areas. Thus,
the subject may also have some practical value. Thirdly, experiments
of community build in recent years have produced some experiences
with distinct features, and tended to put more and more emphasis on
enhancing residents’ participation, even to take it as an index of the
effect of community build. However, there lacks theoretical generali-
zation, this theoretical lag behind the practice goes against the expec-
ted wise instruction from higher government, and interferes with the
sustainable development of community build. Therefore, discussion on
this topic also has some policy - related purport.

The article consists of six parts.

Part I first contours the states quo of research in this area, and
naturally elicits the reasons for the choosing of the topic, then, it de-
fines the core concepts of residents’ participation and introduces the
approaches of analysis. It also presents the presumptions of the thesis.

Part II mainly treats the transform of local governance, including
technique innovation and decentralization. In view of the close relation
between techniques and institutional innovation, it deals with three
techniques: learning, brain - borrowing and configuration, which con-
stitute the base of institutional innovation. As reshaping of government
influence involves decentralization after surveys on the adaptation of
the relationship between the local government and the community in
cities such as Wuhan, Shenyang, Shanghai, Nanjing and Peking, it
argues that the local government’s enthusiasm for institutional innova-

tion not only creates environment but also provide space for residents’
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participation.

Part III, IV and V approach the typological aspect of residents
participation. The third part is about participation at the political lev-
el, which is under the organization of local government and it is im-
possible for residents to organize themselves. It discusses the two steps
in the circle of residents’ participation — communal election and “Pop-
ulace Grading Officer” , which are never devoid of innovation and em-
body the government — community interaction under the rigid regula-
tion of institutions. The forth part addresses the participation in the
form of self — organizing, it embodies the autonomy of the community
and accordingly relieves the burden of the government. . The fifth part
deals with the interaction and cooperation between the two parties at
the level of public policy making, including hearing of public opin-
ions, residents forum and residents referendum.

Part VI analyses the relativity between the governance reform and
residents participation. It advances a new mode of community build —
interaction and cooperation mode and generalizes its operating mecha-
nism after careful case study. It also reflects on the potential space of
residents’ participation and put forward some suggestions on policy
making.

The article may cherish such features;

The data are collected firsthand from the vivid experiences of
community construction through in person surveys. This lays a solid
foundation for the empirical study. As for the analytical approaches, it
strives to make a cross — disciplinary analysis by applying the method
of institutional analysis to local public administration and residents’
participation. Through exploring the routes of system transitions, con-

tents of system innovations and their relativity in both the local govern-



8 Z5AKB—PERHXBRTIERE

ment and the communal organizations, it aims at a better understand-
ing on such issues. It’s also a new attempt to review governance transi-
tion together with residents’ participation and conduct empirical analy-
sis, since existent researches seldom mentions the relation between
them and are mostly deductive. Another originality is the generaliza-
tion of the forms of residents’ participation, that’s, self — organizing,
extrinsic — organizing and interaction and cooperation. These forms are
concrete in real life yet never discussed in previous researches. Last
but not the least, the advocacy of the new mode of “interaction and

”

cooperation ” is certainly an enrichment to the theory of institutional
transition. Ever since institutional economics has been introduced into
China, different students have classified the patterns of institutional
transition differently, such as Lin yifu’s theory of imperative transition
and inductive transition, Yang Ruilong’s theory of middle diffusive
transition. However, these theories are hardly adequate to give a satis-
factory explanation to the real life, and this thesis strives to offer a
new perspective.

In short, this paper centers on the changes of citizens’ involve-
ment as a consequence of transition in local governance, it argues that
under specific constitutional arrangement, empowerment and retroac-
tive authorization of the community’s innovations would stimulate the
residents’ zest for participation and result in great changes in the gov-
ernment — community relationship. It also addresses residents’ partici-
pation in both political and communal public administration affairs,
which plays an important role in the attaining of good governance and
satisfies the citizens’ needs to the most. The paper points out that
there exists positive connection between local government’s governance

innovation and citizens’ participation’, hence co - act and co - opera-



