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AN INTRODUCTION TO THE UPPER BINGLING MONASTERY GROTTOES

The Upper Bingling Monastery is an important component of the Bingling Grottoes, 5 li away
from the Lower Monastery. Its construction Started in the Tang Dynasty, through such dynasties as
Song, Yuan, Ming and Qing, with a history of over 1,000 years. There are 13 caves in existence with
31 stone and clay statues of all sizes, of which the tallest Buddha statue is 4.29 meters, the second
largest in Bingling Monastery. There are over 100 square meters of frescoes; a stone tower of 2.90
meters in height; 43 gilded bronze statues; 13 tangka paintings; 66 volumes of Dazang sutras (100
volumes more of recent editions) and one cursing sutra. After Tibetan Buddhism finding its way to
Bingling Monastery in Ming Dynasy, two systems of living Buddha reincarnation of Dayang and
Gayang Buddhist platforms came to be established, and 8 generations of Dayang have been
reincarnated and Gayang 5.

According to historical record, the Upper Monastery saw its best day during the reign of
Kangxi and Qianlong emperor of Qing Dynasty. Kangxi emperor conferred a title of Buddhist
Master Hutuketu to the second Dayang Platform abbot of the Upper Monastery, and then offered
106 volumes of Dazang sutra (40 missing during the Turmoil of Tongzhi of Qing, the rest in
existence) and one cursing sutra. During Jiaqing Period of Qing, there used to be a magnificent
preaching hall of four storeys and 49 rooms and plenty of monk dormitory, which were destroyed
in war during the Turmoil of Tongzhi. The Upper Monastery claimed as many as 500 monks in its
prime time. The existing Big Buddha cave was restored in 1938, while Zhuoma Hall in 1986. The
whole monastery covers an area of over 1 ha., with a construction area of 800 square meters.

The Upper Monastery used to be remote and inconvenient in transportation, little Known to
the out-side world. In recent years, with the development of tourism, it is made a scenic spot.
This picture book is aimed for systematic catalogue, investigation and data processing in order
to protect, make use of and publicize the caves, so that more and more people will get to know

the cultural contents of the Upper Monastery and protect its relics.
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Wang. Hengtong
Bingling Monastery Cultural Relics
Protection Institute
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itreya (4.29m in height) of Targ Dynasty, restored in Mirg Dynasty A clay sculptur
in Shrine2, BinglirgUpper Monastery
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Gilded hronze statue of the Green Mother of Salvation (19cm in height) of Mirg Dynasty,
in Cawe 1, Former Titetan Binglirg Upper Monastery
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Heavenly Motlter of Tuck (33cm in height) of Mirg Dynasty, Cave 1, Former Titetan Bingling Upper Morgstery
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Bodhisattva (14cm in height) of Ming Dyrasty, Cave 1, former Tiktetan Birgling Upper Monastery
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Gilded Erorze tower (20cm in height) of Mirg Dynasty.

Cave 1 of the former Titetan Bingling Uprer Monastery
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Gilded tronze Yellow Fortune God

(17cm in height) of Mirg Dynasty, Cave 1,

former Tibetan Birgling Upper Monastery
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Gilced bronze statue of tle douHe-bodied Warrior Attenchnt of Mirg Dynasty,

now kept in the Titketan Binglirg Monastery Relics Institute (17cm in height)
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Tangka (57cmx39%cm) in Zhwma Temgle, Targka (82cmx58cm) in Zhuoma Temgle,
Cave 1, Bingling Upper Monastery (Qing Dynasty) Cawve 1, Bingling Upper Mormstery (Qirg Dynasty)
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Targka (39cmx30cm) in Zhuoma Temgle, Cave 1, Bingling Upper Morastery (Qing Dynasty)
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Mother of Accomgistment (Ming Dyrastery) a fresco in Cave 4 Birgleng Upper Monastery
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A picture of Buddha (Ming Dyrastery) a fresco in Cave 4 Birgling Upper Monaste
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Warrior Attencant Maming King (Ming Dynasty) fresco in Cave 3 Bingling Upper Morastery
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Warrior Attencant of salid moorirg (Ming Dynasty) Motler Buddha of Salvation (Ming Dynasty)

fresco in Cave 3 Bingling Upper Morastery fresco in Cave 3 Bingling Upper Morsstery




