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present photographs

Preface

Cao Keming

Being much attracted and paid close attention to by domestic and abroad, the Presidential Palace with its entirely new appearance
was opened to the public at the beginning of the 21st century at last.
The Presidential Palace has a heavy historical culture. From the First Opium War (1840—1842) to the People’s Liberation Army’
s occupation of Nanjing in April 1949, it had been the original place of many important events. The history of the Presidential
Palace left the brands of different ages. It recorded the changeable situation and many vicissitudes of life in the history of modern
China, and also left excellent materials on patriotic education,

It was due to the account mentioned above, the leaders of Jiangsu province and Nanjing municipality paid great attention to the
renavation and reconstruction of buildings in the compound of the Presidential Palace. In the late 1990s, the Provincial Party
Committee and Government of Jiangsu province decided that the CPPCC of Jiangsu province would be responsible for the prepa-
rations for the setting up of a Nanjing Museum of Modern Chinese History in the compound. Many specialists and scholars put up
proposals and suggested ways and means for it and threw all their energy into the programme and design of it. Meanwhile, many
units and people from all walks of life gave the support to the work of the Museum. The people who were responsible for the work
of collection of historical relics and materials, exhibition, and history studies made great efforts to it. After their hard work of several
years, a high grade and gardenly museum with rich exhibits has been set up and completely opened to the public on 1 Mar 2003.
The Presidential Palace today comprises three pieces of scenery and a service area, the former National Government and the
Presidential Government in the center, the former Provisional President Sun Yat-sen's Office Building in the West Garden
and the former Executive Yuan under the National Government in the East Garden, and the “Nanjing in 1912 service area in the
northwest.

Time passes quickly, but the buildings and materials remained. Today, when you enter the Presidential Palace, the old buildings,
treasured photographs, cultural relics are the testimony of the history of modern China. The aim of this book“Present Photographs
of the Presidential Palace” is to appear in the Presidential Palace today through hundreds of photographs to visitors at home and
abroad. Undoubtedly, this book will play a certain role to promote the construction of the flourishing socialist culture and the
development of the ascendant tourism industry.

| am gratified myself to the Presidential Palace today, and thank and think of all comrades who have made contributions to the
setting up of the Museum from the bottom of my heart.
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Bird’ s—eye View of the Nationalist
Government in the Early 1930s
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Bird’ s—eye View of the Architectural Complex in the Presidential Palace
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The architectural complex of the Presidential Palace is located in the center of the compound of the
Palace City of Six Ancient Dynasties. It is over six hundred years old.

It was constructed as the Marquis Guide’ s Residence and then Prince Han's Residence in the early
years of the Ming Dynasty. It successively became the Official Residences of Jiangnan and Liangjiang
Viceroys in the Qing Dynasty. Kangxi and Qianlong Emperors often used here as their temporary Dwelling
Palace when they made inspection tours to South China. In 1853, the Taiping Troops occupied Nanjing
and made it as its capital called Tianjing. Hong Xiuguan erected a large-scale Heavenly Kingh Palace
in the compound of the Liangjiang viceroy's Official Residence. The Heavenly King's Palace was put
to torch by the Qing troops. The Liangjiang Viceroy’ s Official Residence was renovated and recon—
structed in 1870. Lin Zexu, Zeng Guofan, Li Hongzhang, Zuo Zongtang and Zhang Zhidong succes-
sively took the office of the Liangjiang Viceroy.

On 1 January 1912, Dr Sun Yat-sen was sworn in as the Provisional President in the compound of the
former Liangjiang Viceroy's Official Residence, and organized the first republican government, the
Nanjing Provisional Government of the Republic of China. Unfortunately, it ended in April 1912, The
Provisional President’s Office Building served as the Office of Huang Xing. Nanjing Resident-Gen-
eral. The Second Revolution took place in 1913, the Jiangsu Anti-Yuan Shihkai Troops, Huang Xing as
its Commander-in-Chief, settled its headquarters here.

It successively became the Officie is of the Jiangsu Military Governors, the Jiangsu Pacification Gom-
missioner; Vice-President’s Office, the Zhili-Shandong Allied Troops’ Office: the Headquarters of
the Five-Province Allied Troops, in the following over decade years after the Provisional Government
moved to Beijing. Their leaders were like Cheng Dequan, Zhang Xun, Feng Guozhang, Li Chun, Han
Guojun, Lu Yongxiang, Sun Chuanfang, Yang Yuting and Zhang Zongchang et.al.

In March 1927, the Northern Expeditionary Army occupied Nanjing. The Nanjing Nationalist Govern-
ment was established in April, and it moved into the compound of the former Provisional Government in
September of the same year. The Executive Yuan under the Nationalist Government was organized in
October 1928 and took the East Garden of the compound as its seat. The Comptroller-General’s Of-
fice and the General Staff Headquarters settled in the West Garden of the compound. Thus here was
certainly the political center of China till the Nationalist Government moved to Chonggqing in November
of 1937. Tan Yuankai, Chiang Kaishek and Lin Sen were successively the President of the Nationalist
Government. Tan Yuankai, Chiang Kaishek, Sun Fo and Wang Jingwei were the President of the Ex—
ecutive Yuan in succession.

After the occupation of Nanjing by Japanese troops in December 1937, the offices of the Nationalist
Government served in turn as the Headquarters of the16th Division of Japanese Troops, the Executive
Yuan of so-called Reformed Government: the Legislative Yuan, the Control Yuan and the Examination
Yuan under Wang Jingwei’s Government. The former offices of the Executive Yuan under the Nation—
alist Government became the offices of the Ministries of Communications and Railway under Wang
Jingwei' s Government.

In May 1946, Chiang Kaishek's Nationalist Government returned to Nanjing and settled in its original
place. The Ministries of Social Affairs, Conservancy, and Land Administration; the Commission of Over—
seas Chinese Affairs used the East Garden as their seats. The West Garden served as the Headquar-
ters of General Staffs and the Capital Garrison Headquarters. In May 1948, Chiang Kaishek and Li
Zongren were respectively elected President and Vice President of the Republic of China in the Na—
tional Congress, the Nationalist Government was then renamed the Presidential Government.

On 23 April 1949, Nanjing was liberated. The People’ Liberation Army occupied the Presidential Palace
on 24 April. A new chapter opened in the history of the Presidential Palace.

The Presidential Palace had served as the offices of Jiangsu provincial units from the liberation to
2000. It was classified as the national level of the most important cultural relics being protected in
1982. Now it was open to the world as the Nanjing Museum of Modern Chinese History.
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Tha"layout of architectural complex in
the compound of the Presidential Pal-
ace followed the Chinese traditional
one that took the symmetry of build-
ings erected on both sides of the cen-
tral axis. The buildings on both sides
is now no longer symmetrical after
several hundreds years’ changes,
only the building on the central axis
remained comparatively complete.
However, the original historical fea-
tures and architectural style now can
be seen through buildings on both
sides and their connection with the
buildings on the central axis. Up to
now, these buildings protected com-
pletely and well, are mainly the build-
ings in the Qing Dynasty and the Re-
publican period, such as the Gate
Tower, the Administration Bureau
Building and the Reception House of
the Presidential Government in the
Republican period in Western style;
the First and Second Row of Houses

--and the wing-rooms built in the Qing

Dynasty on both sides in Chinese tra-
ditional style; the Hall and the veranda

m Chinese-Weslern style; the
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European Triumphal Arched Gate of the Presidential Palace Designed by Yao
Bin, Built in December 1929
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