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Passage 1

The Smell of Holland in His
Nose Started the Day

off Right

“Monsieur Van Gogh! It’s time 1o wake up!” Vincent
had been waiting for Ursula’s voice even while he slept, “I
was awake, Mademoiselle Ursula.” He called back.

“No, you weren’t,” the girl laughed, “but you are
now,  He heard her go down the stairs and into the kitchen.

Vincent put his hands under him, gave a shove, and
sprang out of bed. His shoulders and chest were massive,
his arms thick and powerful. He slipped into his clothes,
poured some cold water out of the ewer, and stropped his ra-
zor.

Vincent enjoyed the daily ritual of the shave; down the
broad cheek from the right sideburn to the corner of the

voluptuous mouth; the right half of the upper lip from the
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nostril out, then the left half; then down the chin, a huge,
rounded slab of warm granite.

He suck his face into the wreath of Brabantine grass and
oak leaves on the chiffonier. His brother Theo had gathered
it from the heath near Zundert and sent it to London for him.

The smell of Holland in his nose started the day off right.

Lust for Life : a Novel of Vincent Van Gogh by Irving Stone
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New Words, Expressions and Notes

1.shove n. a hard push, usu. with the hands; v. to

push; to jostle; to pace roughly or hastily

T A

The angry man gave the other a shove/vigorous push.

I’ m sorry I bumped into you—somebody shoved me .

2. massive adj. large, solid and heavy

The city is surrounded by a massive wall with fortified
gate.

A massive amount of information is available now with
computer.

3.slip v. put or take (something) easily or quickly; go or
move smoothly, quietly, easily or quickly

She slipped the sweater on and dashed out of the door.
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She slipped away without being seen.

4.ewer n. a wide-mouthed water-pitcher

The ewer and basin are on the wash-stand ( = stand for
holding a basin, pitcher, etc., for washing) .

5.strop n. a narrow piece of leather for sharpening razors
on v. to sharpen on a strop

6.razor n. a tool with a sharp blade to shave with

Dad uses a razor for shaving the hair off his face.

7.ritual n. an act or actions that one repeats often; a
form or system of rites; traditional or fixed actions

His morning ritual is to make coffee, take a shower, eat
breakfast, and brush his teeth .

A common ritual at a wedding is giving and receiving
rings.

8.shave n. the act of cutting hair close to the skin

v. to cut off (hair or beard) close to the skin with razor

Do you shave yourself or go to the barber’s?

9.sideburns [n. pl.] hair that grows on the side of a
man’s face, just in front of the ears

Sideburns go in and out of fashion.

10. voluptuous adj. sensual, sexy; shapely and sexually
attractive; giving pleasure to the senses

She had a voluptuous mouth (body, lips) .

It was a voluptuous, richly decorated masterpiece of 17th

century art.
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11. nostril n. one of the the two openings in the nose
through which one breathes, smells etc.

The Indian princess wore a diamond in her right nostril.

As he left the meadow the sweet smell of wild flowers was
still in his nostrils.

12 .slab n. a thick slice or thick flat piece of anything

Some sidewalks are made of slabs of stone.

The cook cut off a slab of beef and put it on my plate.

13.suck v. to draw in or inhale

She was sitting on the grass sucking lemonade through a
straw .

Sometimes a baby will hold the nipple in her mouth with-
out really sucking on (Br also at) it.

14 . wreath n. a ring of flowers or leaves twisted together

Groups of children placed brightly coloured wreaths
around the necks of the visitors.

The bride wore a veil with a wreath of silk flowers.

15. chiffonier n. a high bureau, sometimes with a mirror,
used as bedroom furniture; movable low cupboard with a flat
top used as a table

A chiffonier often has a mirror.

16. heath n. open waste land covered with heather or
bushes

Hikers love to walk on the heath of Scotland .

17 .start off: to begin a journey; to cause or allow some-
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