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PREFACE

Early Spring

Yuanjin paid a visit from Gusu and asked for a foreword for a book before sitting down for a meal. | have long been a
good friend of Yuanjin whose photos | can see quite often although not meetingfrequently. Yuanjin indicated that author
of this album is named Niu Yizhong, a local official of investment promotion.

On opening this booklet, | feel really impressed. The well organized pictures are quite pleasantand present the scenery
naturally, from which we can see the author's expertise.

Photos can pass over lots of information including news, stories, people, culture, personal experience and feelings as
well. For most non-professional photographers, | believe it would bemore suitable if they can connect photographing with
their daily work, hobbies and personality. By this way can the pictures taken presentimages that reflect the author's
temperament naturally, yet can also be memorable. One should also click the shutter without any burden, freely recording
his personal experience of impressive scenery. Trifle as these pictures might be, the details, which are easily neglected
by professional photographers, will maverick the moments in the development process of history of human being. Taking
this book as an example, Mr. Niu has been to Japan for six times and Korea eight because of requirement by his job and
got the chance to experience and sense lots of places many times in different seasons. Thanks to repeated observations
and meditation over the same object, the description is really shocking. Quoting the words by Mr. Niu, “no matter where
we went, | was pleased to take the job of being a part time photographer; | enjoyed doing so despite it was tiring and time-
consuming. | could also get rid of my boredness by taking pictures in Japan and Korea in various seasons. Through
learning and doing, | enriched my knowledge of history and culture of Japan and Korea, and this made me get to know
better about life and beauty.”

Itis true that the key value of photographing is to record history and discover mysteries. Either domestic famous
mountains or foreign charming locations, the camera plays the role of recording history. Additionally, photographing is an
art, an art that need one put his soul and heartin. The difference between a common picture and a piece of artistic image
lies in the author's visual angle and skills to find out what others normally ignore. When you are dedicated to this art, you
even will sacrifice anything to create a wonderful image, by then you are not far away from success. From the pictures in
this book, we can obviously feel Mr. Niu's dedication. There is a Chinese idiom saying the shape of bamboo is right in
one's mind which means one is quite confident about something, in here I'd rather say the image of wonderful landscape
in Japan and Korea is all in his mind.

Mr. Yizhong is extremely busy with his work, nevertheless he loves life and the nature consistently. | believe the camera

will be one of his best friends, helping bring about enormous joys. How do you think when you open this booklet?

Li Shaobai
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Kiyomizudera Temple in the distance
How many have witnessed your beauty, Kyoto’ s oldest temple in the sunset of late autumn?
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Kinkakyji Temple
What a pavilion in fire redness and calm greenness over the glassy lake!
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Kyoto,Japan
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White gulls over the water
On a sunny autumn day, white gulls fly over the glassy river, lined with fire-red trees.
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Autumn sentimentality
Fallen petals on the river, floating to the breeze. Soitis with my mind.
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Nara,Japan
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Changgyconggung palace
Red-bricked palace! How many undisclosed stories have you witnessed?
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Seoul, Korea
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Shinjuku at might
Nightless Shinjuku in bustling Tokyo!
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Tokyo,Japan
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Farewell to day time
Farewell to the noisy daytime, the night keeps busy and prosperous.
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Osaka Japan
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Green leaves set the scarlet off the blossom
In Japan, cherry blossom season is most unforgettable.
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Tokyo,Japan
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Falling cherry blossom
In Uenoonshi Park, trees of crimson are still so grand even when the season is coming to an end.
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Tokyo,Japan




