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Unit

Greek Mythology

TEXT A

Pre-reading Study

Get yourself familiar with the following words and expressions:
flouted ve. %3244, B
testify vr. {EBA, §E3E, YRk
model vt  Fi
Zeus n.  EHr
Hera n. #ifif9Z ¥ (#40)
Aphrodite n. PP KH(ESEMTH)
Thebes n. Ji LT iy & i B 3R B 30 IX A F ZE453T)
uncanny adj. EAH
alien adj. HHRFM), FHEMMEH
vulture n. K
Poseidon n. (FZEA(HgH)
Stallion n. HE(AFEFD)
Graeae n. FHEP =L
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The Nature of Greek Gods
and Goddesses

In many respects the gods and goddesses of Greek mythology
resembled extraordinarily powerful human beings. They experienced
emotions such as jealousy, love, and grief, and they shared with
humans a desire to assert their own authority and to punish anyone
who flouted it. However, these emotions and desires took
supernaturally intense form in gods and goddesses. As numerous
literary descriptions and artistic representations testify, the Greeks
imagined their gods to have human shape, although this form was
strongly idealized.

The Greeks, moreover, modeled relationships between
divinities on those between human beings. Apollo and Artemis were
brother and sister, Zeus' and Hera were husband and wife, and the
society of the gods on Mount Olympus resembled that of an unruly
family, with Zeus at its head. The bgods could temporarily enter the
human world. They might, for example, fall in love with a mortal
as Aphrodite’ did with Adonis’; Apollo® with Daphne’; and Zeus
with Leda®, Alcmene, and Danae. Or they might destroy a mortal
who displeased them, as Dionysus’ destroyed King I;entheus of
Thebes for mocking his rites.

The Greek goddess Artemis® was associated with hunting and
wild animals. She was also connected to childbirth, nature, the
harvest, the moon, and the protection of young women.

Not all Greek divinities resembled human beings. They couid

also be uncanny, strange, and alien, a quality made visible in
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artistic representations of monsters. For example, the snake-haired
Gorgon Medusa had a stare that turned her victims to stone. The
Graeae, sisters of the Gorgons’, were gray-haired old crones from
birth. They possessed but a single tooth and a single eye between
them. Typhoeus was a hideous monster from whose shoulders grew
a hundred snakeheads with dark, flickering tongues.

Even the major deities of Olympus showed alien characteristics
at times. A recurrent sign of divine power is the ability to change
shape, either one’s own or that of others. Athena' once transformed
herself into a vulture; Poseidon once took the form of a stallion.

The ability could prove convenient such as when Zeus assumed
the form of a swan to woo Leda. Zeus turned Lycaon, a
disrespectful king, into a wolf to punish him for his wickedness.
The ability to exercise power over the crossing of boundaries is a

crucial feature of divine power among the Greeks.

Notes

I. Zeus [FM]HH, iz £, FYRESE, (B34
Jupiter)

2. Aphrodite [ A M IPIRBIKF(ZSENLH, B LHIEFH
Venus)

3. Adonis [ F ., B M) WMERI, £0F(ESEM LM
Aphrodite Bff 2N ) 35 /D 4E)

4. Apollo [ #H# , BHIMEE, £HF, KPH#

5. Daphne i’i*%!lﬁ's,[f’i‘a‘#,?ﬁ]%?ﬂjﬁﬂ(%ﬂ’ﬂﬂhﬁ, K AY
&ﬁ‘()

6. Leda [##, BH I8k (HHEEZIE, £M Zeus L KIS
Z A% , % Pollux 1 Helen) -
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7. Dionysus [ A #t ] KR8 K Gl #, BB 5 pif b iy
Bacchus, il % 5 i35 A8 BUH , AR FITNERE—R)

8. Artemis [ 7 #r ] BIHAFIRIT (I M SRR i, B SHE SRy
Diana)

9. Gorgons [ %] s R &P, REAIMR M N R4k,

10. Athena [ ##fi]fESUE( R ESHEZ ML, P IMiEhm

Minerva)
After-reading Activities

I. Tell whether the following statements are true or false.

1. All the Greek gods were basically like human beings is
appearance.

2. The relationships between Greek gods were supposed to be
different from the relationships between human beings.

3. Gods would fight if they were displeased with one another.

4. The shapes of gods seemed changeable.

5. The Greek gods could fall in love with human beings.

II. Fill in the table with information from the text.

Gods & goddesses Forms they could take

gray-haired old crones. possessed but a single
Graeae .
tooth and a single eye between them

Typhoeus

Athena

Poseidon

Zeus |




Unitt Greek Mythology &

III. Answer the following questions.
1. What features did the Greek ~gods and goddesses have as they
were compared to human beings?
2. How were the gods and goddesses related to human beings?
3. In what ways did the gods and goddesses show their mighty

power?

TEXT B

Pre-reading Questions

1. Can you name some ancient Greek heroes?

2. How were the Greek heroes related with gods and goddesses?

The Nature of Greek Heroes

Greek mythology also told how divinities interacted with
heroes, a category of mortals ( ;L A ) who, though dead, were
believed to retain power to influence the lives of the living. In myths
heroes represented a kind of bridge between gods and mortals.
Heroes such as Achilles' Perseus’, and Aeneas’ were the products of
a union between a deity (#4i) and a mortal. The fact that the gods
often intervened to help heroes — for example, during combat —
indicated not the heroes’ weakness but their special importance. Yet
heroes were not the equals of the gods. ‘

With a logic characteristic of Greek myth, heroes typically
possessed a defect to balance out their exceptional power. For

example, the warrior Achilles, hero of the Trojan War, was
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invulnerable except in the ankle. The prophet Cassandra, who
wammed the Trojans of dangers such as the Trojan Horée, always
prophesied the truth but was never believed. Heracles( K Jy9&ffE) ,
constituted an extreme example of this paradox ( H FHF HHYE).
His awesome strength was balanced by his tendency to become a
victim of his own excessive violence. Nevertheless, the gods
allowed Heracles to cross the ultimate boundary by gaining admission
to Olympus.

Myths about heroes are particularly characteristic of Greek
mythology. Many of these heroes were the sons of gods, and a
number of myths involved expeditions ( ZL{if ) by these heroes. The
expeditions generally related to quests or combats. Scholars consider
some of these myths partly historical in nature — that is, they
explained events in the distant past and were handed down orally
from one generation to the next. Two of the most important of the
semihistorical myths involve the search for the Golden Fleece and the
quest that led to the Trojan War.

The greatest expedition of all was that which resulted in the
Trojan War. The object of this quest was Helen, a beautiful Greek
woman who had been abducted (%44 ) by Paris, son of King Priam
of Troy. Helen’s husband Menelaus® and his brother Agamemnon®
led an army of Greeks to besiege( fi1 [ ) Troy. After ten years, with
many heroes dead on both sides, the city fell to the trick of the
Trojan Horse — a giant wooden horse that the Greeks built and left
outside the gates of Troy while their army pretended to withdraw.
Not knowing that Greek heroes were hiding inside the horse, the
Trojans took the horse into the city. The hidden Greeks then slipped

out, opened the city gates and let their army in, thus defeating
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Troy. The Iliad, an epic poem attributed to Greek poet Homer, tells
the story of the Trojan War. The story continued with the Odyssey,
another long poem attributed to Homer, in which the Greek hero
Odysseus made his way home after the Trojan War. Odysseus
returned to his faithful wife, Penelope®, whereas Agamemnon
returned to be murdered by his faithless wife, Clytemnestra, and her
lover. '

Historians considered the Trojan War entirely mythical until
excavations in Turkey showed that there had been cities on the site of
Troy and that fire had destroyed one of these cities at about the time
of the Trojan War, sometime from 1230 BC to 1180 BC.

Notes

1. Achilles n. [ 75 ] Pa] 35k B 37 B BRI W& B30T ( oy 25 s e BRI 4 )
W R IRBUT RV T R FHREEN)

2. Perseus n. [ F# ) /R (H 2 F, RE B Medusa B2
), [ R IFEANE

3. Aeneas n. FHIEHRFTE L

4. Menelaus n. $iE0E F [ &40 | B 1Rz %

5. Agamemnon n. [ F# ) BT TR (FR&EHRRF PR BEENBNSR
i)

6. Penclope n. [ F# | FATR B ¥A( Odysseus BB LFF, HLRIEE
20 45, I HBIEL T RAECRISH) ‘

After-reading Activities

I. Tell whether the following statements are true or false.
1. In Greek mythology Achilles was a god.

2. Greek heroes usually had a weak point in spite of their great
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power.

3. Greek myths were considered by some schoolars historical
events in the distant past.

4. The Trojan war was started because of a beautiful woman
called Helen.

5. After all the story of the Trojan War is only a myth.

II. Fill in the blanks with the given words below, changing forms
where necessary.

J result  from mother wife consider ruler
L i

Zeus, the 1 of the Greek gods, had many relationships
with Greek goddesses and mortal women that 2 in

offspring. Zeus even gave birth to a child withouta 3 —
Athena, the goddess of wisdom, sprang from his head. Metis is
4 to be Athena’s mother because, as one story relates, she
was Zeus’s pregnant 5 when he swallowed her just before

Athena emerged 6  his head. Zeus married his sister Hera
after Metis’s death.

III. Read the following passage and match the words from
Column A with the definitions from Column B.

T
A. Words ; B. Definitions

‘A. very interesting or exciting, so that you have to pay
1. Sagas i .

| attention

\




