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LESSON ONE
The First Lesson

BACKGROUND

A

(Expressing an action in noun form)

Zhang Ning:

Wang Tong:
Zhang Ning:

Wang Tong:

Zhang Ning:

I’ve heard your hobby is collect-
ing stamps. 1 like collecting stamps,
too, Can I have a look at your
album?

Sure. Here you are.

Boy, you’ve really got a lot of
stamps., Tell me about some of
your favorite ones,

Well, this one is older than you!
It’s thirty-three years old, It was
issued in memory-of the founding
of the People’s Republic of China,
What’s more, it is postmarked
October 1st, 1949,

Gee! That’s really something]

!



Wang Tong:

Have you got any foreign stampst
Yes. Looky This one’s Japanese
and here’s a French one, The
Japanese one is much bigger than
the French one, isn’t it, I’ve
also got an Australian stamp,
but I haven’t got any Russian
ones, And here’s a stamp with

‘Einstein on it, It seems funny to

have Einstein on a Chinese stamp,
doesn’t it? I remember Mom
getting mad at me because I paid .
two yuan for that stamp,

B

(Expressing an action in noun form)

Han Liping:
Liu Kai:

Do you like going to movies?

Yes. T like seeing English and
American films, I think a good
way of learning a foreign lan-
guage is listening,speaking, reading
and writing as much as possible,
Seeing good foreign films is not
only fun but it also helps to im-



Han Liping:

Liy Kai:

Han Liping:

Liu Kai:

Han Lipiﬁg:

prove my English,

There’s an-American : film, - “The
Sound of Music, ” showing at the
Capital, How aboyt going with
me? '

Oh, thanks. I’d like to see it.
Shall we ask Li Li, tco?

As far as I know, the only. thing
that interests her besides studying
is sewing, How about asking
Zhang Lan? She likes music and
she’s good at playing the violin,
But she’s seen it. I remember
her talking about it, Lu Fang
was talking about wanting to see

_it. So, let’s ask her.

PATTERNS AND DRILLS

Patterns

Talking- is much easier than deing,
Reading English is easier than speaking it,
Sitting up late is bad for your health,
Seeing is believing, . 4

His hobby is;collecting stamps,.




Would you mind waiting & minute?

I remember seeing him somewhere,

I enjoy reading novels,

She is very fond of singing and dancing,

Excuse me for being late,

We are proud of them for winning the prize,

I’'m going shopping,

I regret not having taken her advice,

He regretted having missed the film,

It’s no use complaining about things. = Complaining
about things is no use,

Drills,
I, Practice in pairs.
1. A, 1 héar you walk a lot,
B: Yes, I like walking very much,
A; So do I, I think walking is good exercise,
2. A; I hear you practice writing with a brush
every day,
B; Yes, I like writing Chinese characters with
a brush,
3. A. Let me give you a hand with the cleaning,
B; Oh, no, We’ll leave it till tomorrow,
4, A, Let’s play bridge, '
B; Yes, let’s, I really like playing bridge,
5. A, I’'m proud of being a Chinese sportsman,



<

10,

11,

12,

W W

B> W

: We’re. proud of you for winning a medal

for our country,

. Reading aloud is very important in learning

English, isn’t itg

: Yes, it is, I think speaking also helps a lot,

As long as we practice listening, speaking,
reading and writing English as much as pos-
sible, we’ll continue to improve our lan-

guage,

: It’s no use complaining about things,
: No, Talking mends no holes, Talking without

doing is just a waste of time,

: Talking is much easier than doing, What

I hate most is people talking big without put-
ting it into practice,

: My favorite sport is swimming,

+ My hobby is climbing mountains,

: What I like best is eating,

: But eating between meals is bad for your

health,

. Stop talking] It’s time for class,

: Oht I don’t remember hearing the bell,

: Over-praising is the same as spoiling,

: I agree, Not knowing one’s shortcomings

can be a big problem,
I’m thinking of buying a better dictionary.
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15,
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18,
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A

So am I, Let’s go to the book store now,
Yesterday he forgot to take his key with
Then how could he get into his room¢

. He opened the door by breaking the lock,
{ I’m sorry for troubling you, .

Nonsense, My job is teaching " you ' English,

‘So helping you is no trouble,

Please excuse me for coming late,
You ‘couldn’t help being late in weather like
this) It’s really snowing hard,

: How do you go to school, by bike or by
“bus? ‘ : o -

I walk-.

: Oh, walking theré must take a long time,

doesn’t itg :
Yes, ‘it does, But I’m used to walking,

: Tom often forgets to -do his homework; And

his mother gets really angry, doesn’t sheg -

: Yes, His mother was angry with him again

yesterday for not doing his homework,
Buying that book was a mistake) It isn’t
worth reading,

Isn’t ity Thanks for telling me,

Bai Di is well known for being a good moni-
tor, ‘ B '



-

20,

B.: Yes, he’s always giving others a lot of help.

A. T don’t like getting up late,

B; Nor do I, What I hate most is lying in bed
doing nothing,

II, Do the exercise following the models,
Models,

1.

Tom has met you before, Ask if he remembers
you,

Do you remember meeting mey

An old lady is trying to get across -the street,
She’s having difficulty,

She’s having difficulty getting across the street,
He shouted at me, 1 can remember it,

Once he was a driver, Ask if he liked it, -

He was worried about his being out of work,

.Ask him when he stopped working,

An old ‘lady looks after the children; It takes
a lot of patience, -

5. He has to sleep on trains, He doesn’t like to,
6. She works long hours without a break, It’s very

tiring,

A thief tried to steal something from a shop, A
polijceman caught him,

Listen to English radio programmes and read
English newspapers, These are good ways to
learn English,



9, She works ten hours a day, She doesn’t mind

it

10, He is a policeman, He likes his job,

TEXT

Zhang Ning:

A Talk About Sports
(1) Conversation

I know you like swimming. But:

which do you prefer, swimming

- in a pool, in a river or in the

Wang Tong:

Zhou Hua:

sea’? ‘
I prefer swimming in a river or
the sea, because it’s more fun,

But unfortunately I don’t have
the chance to go to the sea very
often., Zhou Hua, you should get
some exercise every day. You’re

‘too fat,

I’m really not interested in get-
ting exercise. ButI like watching
others play games. I often watch

- our school teams play,

Zhang Ning:
8

You’re the sort of person who



“}

Wang Tong.

Bai Di:

Zhang Ning:

Bai Di:

goes crazy when his team wins.
But I agree with- Wang Tong,
You should exercise every day,
Why don’t you take up swim-
ming? Swimming exercises all your
muscles and makes you breathe
deeply., Some people live to be
very old because they go swimming
all year round, éven in the
winter,

Some sports, like ball games, are
so popular that people all over
the world play them.

Yeah, I really like playing foot-
ball, I hear people in different
countries play it in different -
ways, They say American football
is quite different from our foot-
ball, Is that true?

I don’t know, But, I read in a
book about sports that people are
inventing new sports and games
all the time, Surfing, skin—-diving



“and water=skiing are three of the

- newer sports, They’re very pop-

-Bai Tong. |
Bai Di: AU

ular nowadays, -
How do you skin dive?-

Oh, for diving.you need an air-

tank, But: it can be dangerous.

. People go skin-diving for different

~reasons.. Catching fish is one of

: the . most ~popular- ones, Divers

trained in using tanks and masks

.can also collect - pearls without

much danger. And. also you can
clean -ships while they are still in

"o . the water, -

Bai Tong::.

Zhang Ning:

Wang. -Tong:

10

1 want to be a skin diver when I
grow -up} I think it will take me

-into. a- while new world. I’m sure

. taking pictures under water would

be great fun.

But yoi. once said sailing was so

_interesting. -that you were going

to.be a sailor,

Yeah,. and another day I heard



%/

Bai Dix

Bai Tong:

Zhang Ning.:

Wang Tong:

you say;, - “I'-like’ hunting - and

fishing, I think ’H go- hunting.or

. - fishing for:the rest of my- lifet”
.And: last. week-you asked Mom to
‘buy you a pair of roller-skates;.

Well, -sailing, huanting, - fishing
and skating are all very interest-
ing, You guys are just teasing mel
Oh, -don’t: worry, we’re - only
joking. Now -to get down' to- busi-
ness! There’s an: American :ice

show on at the Capital ‘Stadium.

How many more days -will it -be

coion? oo

Zhang Ning:

_.Zhanrg Ning:

Today is the last performance;:

- ... - How .about .going to it? ... -
Ba1 Di:\ e
. .been sold.

I bet all the tickets have .already

Well we can Walt around and
try to buy some returned t1ckets.

VIf We re Iucky there’ll be some.

(2) Readmg

- Wang Tong likes swimming, HMe ~thinks

1



swimming is the best summer sport, Swimming
exercises all your muscles and makes you
breathe deeply. Some people live to be very old
because they go swimming all year round even
in the winter, Wang Tong prefers swimming
in a river.or the sea to swimming in a pool,
but he doesn’t have the chance to go to the
sea very often.,

He and the others advised Zhou Hua to
get some exercise every day because Zhou Hua
is getting fatter and fatter. But he isn’t really
interested in physical training for himself, He
often watches his school team playing. He is
the sort of person who goes crazy when his
team wins,

Zhang Ning is interested in all kinds of
ball games, and he’s good at football, Bai
Di knows a lot about éports from the books
he’s read, Water polo, skating, sailing, hunt-
ing,fishing and handball are all so much fun that
people all over the world play them. People
also enjoy skin-diving, sutfing and water-ski-

ing, three newer sports, Skin-diving is both
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