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EETTER FROM THE EDITOR

Dear FuturArc Readers,

Last September | was in Beijing on business. It was a lovely time to be
there—the skies were clear and the temperatures moderate. It was not until |
hopped in my taxi along Chang An Avenue to get to the airport that things got a
bit difficult.

It took nearly an hour to get to the ring road; then an accident on the airport
expressway stopped traffic—another hour slipped by. | had taken this same
commute before, at a similar time, and it had taken 45 minutes. But this time, |
caught my plane thanks only to a slightly delayed flight and a sprint through the
airport.

Two weeks later, | was in Hong Kong, a city recognised worldwide for the
success of its public transportation network. My roundtrip ticket on the Airport
Express got me from the airport to Central in about 20 minutes.

It's not just Beijing. Getting around most large Asian cities, with the exception
of Hong Kong and Singapore, is a trial to anyone’s patience. Bangkok, for
example, is troubled by innumerable challenges to its transportation system—
traffic jams all over the city and no immediate public transportation relief in sight
(see “Bangkok’s Incurable Congestion” on page 14).

Still, there might be some reason for hope. Reports on developments in
China’s major cities (“Breaking the Gridlock”, page 22) and on innovations in
the Jakarta transportation system (“Busway Moves”, page 29) seem to indicate
that the authorities are as frustrated as residents about constant traffic and
worsening air pollution.

Also encouraging is the evidence of investment. FuturArc reports here on 15
transportation projects—six airports and nine rail stations—that are working to
better link people to their own cities and vice versa.

As gateways to urban centres, these projects, through their designs, often
aim to project a certain image onto the users. Looking a little closer, we see
that while visual design elements can communicate a city’s self-image, the
priorities of use, functionality and integration can speak volumes about the
city’s character.

Take for example, the extremely efficient planning promised at Singapore’s
Changi Airport Terminal 3; or the extraordinary multi-functionality of Hong Kong
International Airport’s Terminal 2 / SkyPlaza, which houses everything from
a cinema to high-end retail among the airline check-in counters and long-
distance coach waiting lounges; or the beautiful but chaotic Suvarnabhumi
Airport in Bangkok.

Transportation and mobility present innumerable challenges to our rapidly
developing cities. This edition of FuturArc aims to define those challenges and
find some small successes in confronting them.

With that, | invite you to turn the page and enjoy,

Christen Jamar
Editor-in-Chief

c.jamar@futurarc.com

FuturArc | 09
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Bangkok'’s
Incurable Congestion

The Thai capital’s uncoordinated transport planning has led to
traffic standstills and thick smog. Can it be cleaned up?

by Jennifer Chen

1 SAHEARNSE/
Typical traffic in Bangkok

14 | FuturArc
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