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Lesson Twenty-one New Year

As European and American people celebrate Christmas, Japanese people
celebrate New Year. New Year is in particular the most enjoyable time for a
child throughout a year. January 1% is called ganjitsu, which means the first
day in a year.

People greet each other with “dkemashite omedetou gozaimasu” (Happy
New Year) or “Shinnen omedetou gozaimasu” (Happy New Year) and eat
special food on this day. They drink a kind of alcoholic drink called otoso
(spiced sake), and eat ozoni (rice cake and vegetable soup). Ozoni is made by
putting vegetable and omochi (rice cake) into a soup, whose taste differs from
place to place. Some people add chicken to make it tastier. Some people roast
the omochi before putting it into the soup and some other people put it into the
soup and boil it to make it tender instead of roasting it.

At about 10 a.m. on the New Year’s Day, the mailmen begin to deliver
New Year’s cards. It is a pleasure to receive New Year’s cards from friends,
acquaintances and relatives who do not write at ordinary times. Some people
press some pictures they carve on the cards like a seal. In a word, it
corresponds to Christmas cards in Europe and America. Some people visit
their neighbors and relatives and send their greetings. This is called New
Year’s call.

The TV broadcasting station and the radio broadcasting station broadcast
special programs. The music played by Japanese harp is broadcasted without
exception. Besides famous Japanese music, western music such as that of
Beethoven is also broadcasted.

Girls wear beautiful kimono and play battledore or play cards. Boys fly
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kites in spite of the cold wind. On this auspicious day, most houses attach New
Year’s pine decoration to the front door and put up national flag at the gate.
Just as the proverb “New Year’s day is the key of the year” goes, we will plan
to do things like this or that in the coming year. Some people make resolutions
to break a bad habit, but it is difficult to carry it out.
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3—u v /% / Europe / BR#M

27 Y R<A / Christmas / X#E¥T
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~H (LwH) / throughout / & ‘

LW (2D L)/ pleasant, cheerful, enjoyable / fitk, 1R %
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e

FrE(LARA)BHTE H ZEWET / Happy New Year / HiiEHRF,
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HNEDT D / greet, salute /- FIfE

KR (&< _DD)  / special / R
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—# (WoLlw) /akind / —H

BHE (BEH12) / ozoni (rice cake and vegetable soup) / EERE, Z4&
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Ats (WiLd) / putin / A

BB (L Yiz<) / chicken / ]

Bk (HL) / taste / BKiE
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BERIA (@5 TRAREA) / mailman / HRER

FRR (ANRL ES5) / NewYear’scard / EF

BEST D (X723 3) / deliver / #&, &

TEEWPIRT D (Z5E72TB)  / donot write to somebody for a long time
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MY AV (LY HVY)  / acquaintance / BA

B (LARE) / relative / 5EB
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FH (TA<H) / program / FiH
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FIs e (Wasnie<)  / without exception / BH il 4
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AR b —y / Beethoven / W%
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