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Abstract

Andrew Feenberg’s Critical Theory of Technology is a valuable at-
temnp to such issues as the democratic control to technology and modernity
after the disintegration of the USSR., which expresses the pursuits to an
ideal society. It has distinctive features, and had widespread influences.
Because it is only recent that this theory came into being, there has no

monographic studies concerning this subject in China. Then, it is mean-

ingful 1n.make.a sustematic_reviewing, and. analusing on.this. thearv_with
] lus £




system. Based on the criticizing one-sided and inflexibile understanding
to the essence of technology, Feenberg proposes to understand the
essence of technology as a whole in variable, which specifically illustrated
as two kinds of viewpiont of technological essence: one is “the Instru-
mentalization Theory”, the other is “the systematic locus for the socio-
cultural variabes” .

Secondly, the part of the democratic rationlization as the theoretical
core consists of two linking parts, the real connotation of technological
rationality and the democracy of technology. Feenberg uses the word
“technical code” as the “real” technological rationality, which stems from
the analyses to interests of the participants, consisting of many aspects of
contents, such as scientific rationality (efficiency) and the interests of the
participants, so it is always variable. The process of creating the concept
is also the process of criticizing the one-sidedness and the inflexibility of
technical rationality in the past. It shows that this concept has many im-
plications in the fields of philosophy, methodology and practice. It is just
based on this concept that Feenberg begins to propose the probability and
the necessary of democratization of technology rationality and the real
technology, including its access, styles, etc.

Thirdly, the alternative modernity as the theoretical goal is the con-
clusion when Feenberg extending focus onto the whole modern society.
Since the essence of technology is variable in different social environ-
ments, since it is alternative, and since the existing society of capitalism
suppresses the potentialities of human beings, then we can construct a
different style of modern society with “subversive rationalization” in a
world of technological globalization. Feenberg thinks of socialism as a
kind of civilization project along with Capitalism, and the trend of the so-
ciety is socialism.

In Conclusion, this book summarizes the content and the character-
istics of Andrew Feenberg’s Critical Theory of Technology, and predicts

the future trend of critical theory of technology in general.
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