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The Wooden Corridor Bridge in Taishun County
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enzhou is located in the southeast coast of Zhejiang

Province, the middle section of China’ s Golden
Coastline as well as the central areas of the Yangtze
River Delta and the Zhujiang River Delta. It is not
only one of the three largest cities in Zhejiang
Province, but also one of the 14 coastal cities that
opened to the outside world in China in the earliest
period. It is the center of politics, economy, culture
and transportation of southern Zhejiang. At present,
there are three districts including Lucheng, Longwan
and Ouhai, two cities including Rui’an and Leqing,
six counties including Yongjia, Dongtou, Pingyang,
Cangnan, Wencheng and Taishun under the
jurisdiction of Wenzhou.

i

Wenzhou covers an area of 11,784 square
kilometers with a total population of 7.56 million,
serving as the most populated city of Zhejiang
Province. There are 39 ethnic groups in Wenzhou
territory, of which Shezu takes up the biggest
proportion. In addition, Wenzhou is a well-known
“Home of Chinese Nationals Residing Abroad” in
China with over 500,000 people of overseas Chinese
who are living in over 60 countries and regions,
especially in Europe.

Wenzhou is a cultural city with a long history.
As early as 5,000 years ago, there were residents
living in Wenzhou. If counted from the year 323
when the city, then named Yongjia County, was
formally established, il has a history of 1681 years
till present. It is said that a white deer once pased
through this area, holding a flower in its mouth,
bringing flowers and birds to the area, hence the
name “White Deer City”. In the year 675, it was
renamed Wenzhou. In contemporary Chinese history,
Wenzhou used to be one of the revolutionary bases.

Wenzhou, in the subtropical marine monsoon
climate, is also famous for its mild climate, with
warm winter and cool summer. The annual average
temperature is only 18 degrees centigrade.

The coast line of Wenzhou lengthens 355
kilometers, with islets scattered in the blue sea.
Wenzhou enjoys beautiful natural scenery with a lot
of lakes, rivers, mountains and hills.

Wenzhou is rich in natural tourist resources, At
present, there are 11 National Grade A Tourist
Zones, of which three are in AAAA grade. In
addition there are three scenic spots in six places at
the national level, and eight scenic spots at the
provincial level; two national—grade natural resorts;
six national—grade forest parks, and six provincial—

grade forest parks; seven cultural relics under special
protection of the state, and 44 under special protection
of the province; and one provincial tourist zone.
Yandang Mountain and Nanxi River are two national—
grade scenic resorts that have been put on the list of
candidates of World Nature and Culture Heritage.
Nanlu Archipelago, the national—grade marine
organisms protection zone, is the earliest archipelago
of China that has participated in Man and Nature




Protection Circle of the United Nations. So the
areas of tourist zones take up one fourth of the total
areas of Wenzhou.

There are many elites coming from Wenzhou.
In ancient time, many literati, historians, scientists,
calligraphers, and artists visited been to Wenzhou,
leaving a large aumber of poetries, prose, and
paintings. Some of the writers and artists such as
Wang Xizhi, Xie Lingyun, Pei Songzhi and Yan
Tingzhi used to be the governors of Wenzhou in
ancient times.

Wenzhou used to serve as the capital of the
Southern Song Dynasty from 1127 to 1279. Wang
Shipeng, the No. 1 Scholar of the Southern Song
Dynasty, Liu Ji, the military official who helped
build the Ming Dynasty (1368—1644), Zhang Cong,
the senior consultant to Emperor Jiajing (1522—1567),
are all famous far and wide.

In addition, the old villages along the Nanxi
River in Wenzhou reflect the custom of “farming
society” and “sect society” since the Song Dynasty
(960—1279). Taishun Corridor Bridge, an old wooden
bridge left from ancient times, is called “the Most
Beautiful Rainbow Bridge in China.”

Wenzhou is the birthplace of Southern Opera,
the earliest opera in China. “The Story of Pipa”
earmed Gao Zecheng, a dramatist of the Yuan Dynasty
(1279—1368), the “Ancestor of Southern Opera.”

Wenzhou is home to fish and rice. The land
along the coastline is fertile, and rivers and dykes
form a network. There are over 370 species of fish
including hairtail and yellow croaker, and 430 specics
of shells. There are 160 varieties of orange, tea, red
bayberry, and sugarcane.

Wenzhou Cuisine, also known as Ou Cuisine,
uses a lot of seafood and cooks in light flavor. It is
less greasy, a little starchy, and pays attention to
cutting skills. Wenzhous snacks are famous far and
wide with 40 varieties including sweet dumpling,
fish balls, wonton and pancake. The folklore of
Wenzhou such as festivals, wedding ceremonies and
funerals are very special, adding more charm to the
tourism industry. Wenzhou is “Home to Handicrafts”
with 40 categories of handicrafts and 600 varieties,
of which sculpture, embroidery and wood carving
are famous export products of Zhejiang Province,
enjoying high fame both at home and abroad.

Wenzhou is a famous harbor city in southeast
China, serving as one of the 18 major hub harbors
in China. Its passenger and cargo ships can access
to many major harbors in the world. Wenzhou
Airport, first constructed in 1990, has become one
of the best 20 airports in China, with 57 domestic
routes and two special routes to Hong Kong and
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of international travel agencies run by other provinces.

Since China opened its door to the outside world
in 1978, the urban economy in Wenzhou develops
very fast, forming a unique structure called “Wenzhou
Model” by creating China’s first private—owned
business, China’s first collective—owned stock
enterprise, China’s first stock railway... “Tour of
Exploring the Wenzhou Economy” has been created
for Wenzhou' s tourism.

Wenzhou is also known as the “Best Tourist
City in China,” “Capital of Vitriol in the World,”
“Capital of Non—governmental Enterprises in China,”
“Capital of Shoes in China,” “Famous City of
Garment in China,” “Capital of Electronic Appliances
in China,"“Capital of Locks in China,” and “Capital
of Glasses in China.” Besides, it is also known as
the “World Factory,” “International Supermarket,”
and “Capital of Fashion.”

In the 2lst century, Wenzhou is speeding its
pace in economic development. It is heading for the

Macao. In addition, Wenzhou is one of the 45 hub
cities of highways with many national highways
and expressways passing through the city area. The
Wenzhou Railway will be under construction. In
2003, computer—controlled exchange facilities in
Wenzhou surpassed 3.5 million sets, with
comprehensive capacity among the top few
nationwide. By the end of 2003, there are 62 star—
graded hotels in Wenzhou, with 7,500 standard
guest rooms. There are 108 travel agencies including
three international travel agencies and seven branches

“Best Tourist City,”
Harbor in Southeast Coast,” “International City of
Light Industry,” “The Most Vigorous Opening City
in China.” and “Famous Coastal Scenic and Cultural
City in China.”

titles of “Big Commercial

Welcome to Wenzhou!

Wenzhou Tourism Administration
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