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As Old but Young as Dongba Pictograph

As one of the minority nationalities in China, Naxi People are char-
acteristic of advanced culture, diligence, bravery and kindness. In the
longtime harmony with nature, their ancestors created the unique Dongba
pictograph with their wisdom and fantastic imagination in the theory that
man is an integral part of nature. In addition, the Naxi Dongba ancient
writing has recorded the human’s life, cultivation, nature, history and so
on. That is why it is named "the World Memorial Civilization Heritage"
by the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization.

The book entitled APPRECIATION OF NAXI DONGBA SAYINGS
AND EVERYDAY PICTOGRAPHS is a new compilation of the most valu-
able contents in Naxi People’s good wishes, philosophy of life, national
ethos, something on studies, couplets, new Dongba couplets and so on,
and is now published with the efforts of many famous scholars in Dongba
pictography, Chinese, English and Japanese.

We sincerely hope that a wide range of readers both in China and
abroad, who are fond of the mysterious ancient Dongba pictograph, will

have a new discovery, new understanding and new pleasure in this new
compilation.
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é White cranes sing long calling for
auspicious snow,

“. Cuckoos sing short calling for spring

rain.
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May you a speedy success!
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December

the twelfth month of
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The day after tomorrow
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Land ?- Married man
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Soil Married woman
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A vast expanse of land Thief
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There is no broad gully when
wind is blowing,
There is no steep slope when
clouds are floating.
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With water flowing in,
The pool is full
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