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Introduction

Jane Auslen was born on December 16, 1775 at Steventon
in Hampshire, where her father was a minister. Her family
was a large one and, from an early age, she joined with her
brathers and sisters in writing and staging plays for friends
in a home-made theatre. She wrole three of her novels hefore
she was twenty-five. They were not published until later,
however, and none of her books carried her name as author
during her lifetime. Sense and Sensibility, the first to be
published, was signed: "By a Lady”, and Pride and Prejudice
was simply, “By the author of Sense and Sensibility”. She
died in 1817 after a comparatively hrief and uneventful life.
Two of her six novels were published after her death.

Her novels too have little that could be called dramatic.
They are about polite, middle~class people, who atiend country
parties, lake tea and get engaged to be married. But what
happens to them is nevertheless fascinating, as Jane Austin
tells her slories with sparkling wil.

Pride and Prejudice is Lhe simple story of an English
family with five daughters to marry off  However, allhough it
was written many years ago, it deals with human habiis and
ways of thinking that could happen anywhere and anylime.
The way a mother worries about having her daughters meet the
right sort of man is not a subject thal is confined to history.

I Although Jane Austen never

R travelled to sce much of the
world, she did see human nature,
and what she saw amused her, as
it amuses her readers even today.
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CHAPTER 1

I[ is a universal truth, that a single man in pessession of a good
fortune must be in need of a wife. This truth is so well fixed in the
minds of the surrounding families of the neighbourhood, that he is
considered the nightful property of one of their daughters,

“My dear Mr, Bennet, " said his lady to him one day, “have
vou heard that Netherfield Park has been let at last?”

Mr. Bennet replied that he had not.

“But it has, and do you not want to know who has taken it?”

“You want to tell me, and 1 have no objection to hearing it. ”

This was invitation enough., “Why, my dear, Mrs, Long says
that Netherfield has been taken by a young man of large fortune
from the nerth of England, that he came down on Monday to see the
place and was so delighted with it, that he agreed 10 take possession
of it as soon as possible, and some of his servants are to be in the
house by the end of next week. ™

“What is his name?”

“Bingley. ”

“Is he married or single?”

“Oh, single! A single man of large fortune; four or five thou-
sand a year, Whal a fine thing for our girls! ”
“But how can i affect them?”
“My dear Mr, Bennel, ™ replied his wife, “how can you be so

irritating! You must know that I am thinking of his marrying one of

2 ﬁ g
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them. It is very likely that he may fall in love with one of them,
and therefore you must visit him as soon as he comes. ”

“l see no reason for that. You and the girls may go, or vou
may send them by themselves. ™

“But consider your daughters. Sir William and Lady Lucas are
determined to go. Tndeed you must go. for it will be impossible for
us to visit him if you do not, ”

“Surely Mr. Bingley will be very glad to see’ you; and I will
send a few lines by you to assure him of my hearty consent to his
marrying whichever he chooses of the girls, though T must throw in
a good word for my litile Lizzy, ™

“You shall do no such thing! Lizzy is not a bit better than the
athers, and I am sure she is not half so handsome as Jane. ™

“They have none of them much to recommend them, ” replied
he; “they are all silly and ignorant like other girls, but Lizzy is a
litile quicker than her sisters, ”

“Mr. Bennet! You have no compassion on my poor nerves. ”

“Yon mistake me, my dear, T have a high respect for your
nerves. They are my old friends. 1 have heard you mention them
with consideration these twenty years at least, ™

Mr. Bonnel was so odd a mixture of sarcastic humour and re-
serve, thal the experience of twenty-three years had been insuffi-
cient to make his wife understand his character. She was a woman
of little understanding and uncertain temper. The business of her life

was o gel her daughtersmarried; its solace was visiting and news.

*Ap & D ELF
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In fact Mr. Bennet was one of the first to visit Mr. Bingley,
though 1ill the evening after the visit, his wife had no knowledge of
the visit. Tt wus disclosed in the following manner: — Ohserving
his second daughter employed in trimming a hat, he suddenly said:

“I hope Mr. Bingley will like it, Lizzy.”

L)

“We are not able to know what Mr. Bingley likes, ” satd her

mother resentlully, “since we are not to visit, In any case I am sick
of Mr. Bingley! "

“T am sorry to hear that; but why did you not tell me so be-
fore? If I had known as much this morning, I certainly would not
have called on him. As I have actually paid the visit, we cannot es-
cape the acqualntance now.”

The astonishment of the ladies was just what he had wished.

“How goed it was of you, my dear Mr. Bennet! ™ declared his
wife. “What an excellent father you have, girls!”

The rest of the evening was spent in wondering how soon Mr.
Bingley would return the visit, and determining when they should

ask him to dinner.

CHAPTER 2

Mrs. Bennet was unable to draw {rom her husband any satisfacto-
ty description of Mr. Bingley, and was obliged 10 accept the second-
hand intelligence of their neighbour, Lady Lucas. Her report was
highly favourable. He was quite young, wonderfully handsome, ex-

tremely agreeable, andhe meant to be at the next ball with a large
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party. Nothing could be more delightlul!l Te be fond of dancing was
a certain step towards failing in love. A report soon followed Lhat he
was to bring twelve ladies and seven gentlemen with hiny; but when
the evenmg came, and Mr. Bingley’s party entered the assembly
room, it consisted only of five altogether, — Mr. Bingley, his two
sislers, the husband of the eldest. and another young man.

Mr. Bingley was indeed good-looking and gentleman — like.
and he had easy unaffected manners. His sisters were fine women
with an air of decided fashion. His hrother-in-law, Mr. Hurst,
merely looked the gentleman; but his friend, Mr. Darcy, scon drew
the attention of the room with his fine, tall stature, handsome, no-
ble features, and the report, which was in general circulation within
five minutes, of his having ten thousand a year. Te was looked at
with great admiration for about half the evening, till his manners
turned the tide of his popularity. He was discovered to he proud and
Lo consider himself superior 1o the rest of the company. Mr. Bingley
soon made himsell acquainted with all the prineipal people of the
room, and he danced every dance. Mr. Darcv danced only once
with Mrs, Hursl and once with Miss Bingley and declined 10 be in-
trodured to any other lady in the room.

Elisabeth Bennet had heen obliged by the scarcity of the gen-
tlemen to sit down for two dances; and during part of that time,
Mr. Darcy had bee.n standing near enough for her to overhear his
[riend Bingley offer to introduce him to her.

“Which do you mean?” Darcy asked, and turning reund he

" A B & F
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fooked for a moment at Elizabeth and then coldly said, “She is tol-
erable, but not handsome enough 10 tempt me, ™

Elizabeth remained with no very cordial [eelings 1owards him.
She retold the story. however, with great spirit among her friends,
especially to her close friend Charlotte Tucas; for she had a lively,
playful disposition,

Her sister Jane, however, once they were alene, couldn’t help
expressing her admiration for Mr. Bingley. “He’s just what a young
man ought to be, ™ said she, “sensible, good-humoured. lively,
and 1 never saw such happy manners, with such perfect good-breed-
ing! I was very much flattered by his asking me to dance a second
lime. ™

“What could be more natural?” replied Elizabeth. “He could
not help secing that you were abont five times as pretty as every oth-
er young woman in the room. It is only a pity that his sisters” man-
ners are not cqua] io his.

“Certainly not — at first. But they are very pleasing women
when vou speak with them. Miss Bingley is to live with her brother,
and keep his house and 1 believe we shall find a very charming

neighbour in her. ™

CHAPTER 3

The ladies of T.ongbourn soon went to visit those of Nether-
ficld, and the visit was promptly returned. Mrs. Hurst and Miss

Bingley liked Miss Bennet’s pleasing manners; and, though they
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