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Preface 1

Preface

Shioya Takafusa

On behalf of the conference organizers, I would like to present
the speech at the time when the proceeding of the ninth Scholarship
Conference on the East Asian Economy is going to be published.

Firstly, 1 would like to extend my thankfulness to the col-
leagues of China Development Institute (CDI) , who had made good
preparation for the conference and made great contribution to the
publishing of the Proceeding.

The dedicated researchers and specialists in attendance are
not only from China Development Institute ( CDI), Hong Kong
Polytechnic University, Macao University of Science and Technol-
ogy, The Chung-Hua Institution for Economic Research ( CI-
ER), but also from ASEAN countries, such as Cambodia, Ma-
laysia, Philippine, Singapore, Thailand and Vietnam. Moreover,
there are also researchers from University of Shimane, ( Japan),
Waseda University of Japan and National Institute for Research
Advancement ( NIRA)

From the first conference held in Shenzhen, China 1995 to the
last conference held in Cheju, South Korea last year, this confer-

ence is the ninth conference. The conference was initiated aiming to
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deepen the interdependent relationship of the so-called southern
China economic zone, which includes Mainland China, Taiwan and
Hong Kong and to provide a platform for researchers of Mainland
and Taiwan to gather together so that they can freely exchange opin-
ions which . are related to the economic cooperation issues. We re-
ally feel proud of the contribution that the conference has made in
the past years.

Hereafter, in 1997 financial crisis took place in Asia and in
2001, both Mainland and Taiwan entered WTO. The economic in-
terdependent relationship is further deepened and extended. Under
this kind of situation, we broadly discussed and exchanged our o-
pinions on how to enhance regional economic cooperation covering
the whole East Asia region and we achieved practical and profitable
result.

Compared with EU and other regions, the economic integration
in East Asia is considered to be relatively slower. What should not
be neglected is that ratio of regional trade in East Asian region has
amounted to 53. 3% , higher than 46% in NAFTA, which is close
to 60% of regional trade in EU. However, the economic coopera-
tion in East Asia is only sustained by the business community,
namely, is market-driven cooperation. And therewith coordinated
system forming of FTA and investment agreement is very much lac-
king. At present, in order to promote the economic integration of
China, Japan and South Korea as well as ASEAN countries, we are
making effort to conduct the system construction and finally come to
the conclusion of FTA.

Therefore, we hold that with the “ Economic Integration in
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East Asia: New Opportunity and Regional Development” as the
subject to make detail discussion on the basic line and policies of
strengthening East Asian economic integration, it is of great impor-
tance and significance.

It is worth mentioning that the conference gets the support of
Guangxi Zhuang Autonomous Region. With ASEAN countries,
which take the same important position as China, Japan and South
Korea in East Asian region as the focus, participants extensively ex-
changed opinions on the grand scenario of up building FTA and East
Asian Community. It can be said that it is indeed suitable to the oc-
casion.

Nowadays, the interdependent relationship of East Asian econ-
omy is very tight. The fluctuation of a country or a region’s economy
may exert impact on the other countries and regions. Thereby we
must enhance the cooperation in East Asian region to try for coexis-
tence and mutual prosperity.

Yet, since the development of East Asia varies from each oth-
er, there is a great disparity in their economic system, political sys-
tem, culture, tradition and national consciousness, so the integra-
tion of East Asia can’t be realized in one day. Thus it can be seen
that it is quite necessary to declare the mutual interest and prospect
of the East Asian community via this conference.

Finally, I would like to introduce the essential features of this
conference. The conference is a forum for scholars and researchers
from countries and regions with different economic and political sys-
tem to present their attitude from diverse perspectives followed by

in-depth discussion. Based on the profound trust and understanding
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established these years among the scholars of different countries and
regions in East Asia, we can frankly express our opinions. There-
fore, the discussion made during the conference can be very con-
structive.

We wish the production of the conference be helpful to the fu-

ture cooperation of the East Asial
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