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New Preface to Chinese Edition of
Dynamic Behavior of Materials

With this Chinese translation of my book, it is my hope that in some small way the di-
alogue with those scientists, students, and teachers in China who devote their intellectual
efforts to the field of dynamic behavior will be deepened and enriched. This text, which has
now been used in several US universities as well as India, European Community, Brazil,
and Russia, has modest origins. The seed of this undertaking dates back to my early New
Mexico Tech days. Prof. Murr and | talked about a book in 1977 but decided to first orga-
nize a conference. In fact, a series of five Explomet conferences which we organized and
spanned a period of twenty years laid the foundation for my desire to bring together, in one
text, a formal exposition of the diverse chemical and physical principles goveming the be-
havior of materials under rapid change under a single discipline. During these conferences,
I'had the opportunity to appreciate the breadth and depth of interest for this field in China.
In particular, we received in 1980 a well written and brilliantly conceived manuscript on ther-
moplastic shear instability by a mysterious Chinese scholar: Y. Bai. Unfortunately, he was
not able to attend the conference. Although we declined to publish all submissions from re-
searchers that could not attend the conference, we made an exception for the manuscript
by Bai Yilong, due to its high quality. This was my first interaction with Chinese scholars.
Since then, | had many opportunities to leam from, teach, and collaborate with Chinese
researchers. My participation in the Second Intemational Symposium on Dynamic Loading
and its Effects, chaired by Prof. Zheng Zhemin and co - chaired by Profs. Ding Jing and
Zhu Zhaoxiang, helped me develop a true appreciation for the breadth and depth of Chi-
nese research in the field of dynamic behavior of materials. The scientific atmosphere sur-
rounding dynamic material behavior is vibrant in China, and it is my sincere hope that my
book will contribute to the scholarly work being carried out there. | would like to dedicate
this edition to my current and former students of Chinese extraction, whose presence is
vivid in my mind in spite of the many years that sometimes separate the days in which we
jointly uncovered new phenomena, ideas, effects.

Marc André Meyers
20 May 2005
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