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Preface

ESSENTIALS OF HSK is a series of exercise books prepared for those who are going to sit
on the elementary and intermediate HSK test (from Band 3 to Band 8). It is also one of
the most intensive exercise books covering most of the language points with detailed expla-

nations so far.

The exercise books comprise of four volumes: LISTENING, GRAMMAR, READING and
COMPREHENSIVE EXERCISES. Eacsh comprises of eight sets of special intensive train-

ing testing exercises and two sets of simulated tests with detailed explanations.

Detailed explanations feature this book, which include not only explanations of almost ev-
ery grammar point and difficult language point illustrate with examples but also a compari-

son of easily confused words and phrases in order to best meet the needs of the testers.

Complete coverage of all the language points of the Outline of the HSK Test is another dis-
tinguishing feature of the books. To serve the needs of different language levels of testers
with different aims, we have listed all the grammar points, words and phrases that are in
the Outline of the HSK Test and prepared various exercises for the testers to train them-

selves.

The purpose of dividing the exercises into four volumes is to emphasize the important
points so that the testers can improve their testing results in certain parts in the most ef-

fective way in a short period of time.

In order to help the testers better understand the form of the HSK test, the books are writ-
ten in the HSK test format. It is hoped that the testers abide by the time limit strictly

while doing the exercises in the books in order to ensure a good result in the real test.

We have also included an introduction to the HSK test and some testing skills. We hope
these will be of help to you.



This series is compiled at the beginning of the new century. It is close to the real HSK
test and well illustrated the new ideas and changes of the HSK test of the recent years.
All the materials used in the books are real and practical, and exemplify the characteris-

tics of teaching Chinese as a foreign language.

As a teacher of teaching Chinese as a foreign language at the Beijing Language and Cul-
ture University, I hope these exercise books can help the testers in a most effective and

direct way. The testers’ need is our aim.
It is our hope that this series will help the readers achieve good results in the HSK test.

. Zhao Jing
Beijing Language and Culture University
July 2001
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