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Friedrich Miescher (1844 -~ 1895), Gregor Mendel (1822 - 1884 ), Louis Pasteur (1822 -
1895), and Rudolf Virchow (1821 - 1902) were European scientists (from Switzerland, Austria,
France, and Germany, respectively) whose most important discoveries were made in the 20-year pe-
riod from 1855 to 1875. Assume that the four men met at a scientific conference in 1875 to discuss
their respective contributions to biology.

A. What might the four scientists have found they had in common?

B. What do you think Pasteur might have found most intriguing or relevant about Virchow’s
work? Explain your answer.

C. What do you think Virchow might have found most intriguing or relevant about Mendel’s
work? Explain your answer.

D. In whose work do you think Miescher might have been the most interested? Explain your an-
swer.
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