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used to reproach him with his usuries and hard deal-
ings, which the Jew would bear with''® seeming pa-
tience, while he secretly meditated revenge.

Antonio was the kindest man that lived, the best
conditioned, and had the most unwearied spirit in do-
ing courtesies; indeed, he was one in whom the an-
cient Roman honour more appeared than in any that
drew breath in ltaly. ">’ He was greatly beloved by all
his fellowcitizens; but the friend who was nearest and
dearest to his heart was Bassanio, ' a noble Vene-
tian,'*’ who, having but a small patrimony,"*’ had
nearly exhausted his little fortune by living in too ex-
pensive a manner for his slender means, as young men
of high rank with small fortunes are too apt to do.
Whenever Bassanio wanted money, Antonio assisted
him; and it seemed.as if they had but one heart and
one purse between them.

One day Bassanio came to Antonio, and told"®’
him that he wished to repair his fortune by a wealthy
marriage with a lady whom he dearly loved, whose
father, that was lately dead, had left her sole heiress
to a large estate'’; and that in her father’s lifetime
he used to visit at her house, when he thought he had
observed this lady had sometimes from her eyes sent

(1) would bear with: would BER L FE T, HY FRE, bear (R -LAE,
#: Please bear with me umiil I finish the story. OB RBIBHEFHT.
(27 any that drew breath in Italy: BrE FRKEEKFBHA (= any that lived
in Italy). drew breath=live.
1 3] DBassanio (ba'samion): BEEEK,
. 4 -
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{43 anoble Venetian [vi'm:fan): BB — 1 RIK.

{5-] patrimony; HEMP™, LEREALETHHE (-
heritage)}

(6] told: told WIEBER T X P thet-estaze M that -
suitor.,

£71 left her--estae: ¥ i@ B whose father, leflt I # T
(famnEt].
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speechless messages,''’ that seemed to say he would
be no unwelcome suitor; but not having money to fur-
nish himself with an appearance befitting the lover of
so rich an heiress, he besought Antonio to add to the
many favours he had shown him, by lending him
three thousand ducats. '’

Antonio had no money by him at that time to lend
his friend; but expecting soon to have some ships
come home laden with merchandise, he said he would
go to Shylock, the rich money-lender, and bhorrow
the money upon the credit of those ships.

Antonio and Bassanio went together to Shylock,
and Antonio asked the Jew to lend him three thousand
ducats upon any interest he should require, to be paid
out of the merchandise contained in his ships at sea.

On this, Shylock thought within himself, “If I
can once catch him on the hip,"*’ I will feed fat the
ancient grudge'’ I bear him; he hates our Jewish na-
tion; he lends out money gratis, and among the mer-
chants he rails at me and my well-earned bargains,
which he calls interest. Cursed be my tribe'*’ if I for-
gitve him!”

Antonio {inding he was musing within himself
and did not answer, and being impatient for the mon-

[ 11 from--eyes sent speechless messages: WA HfEFH; 2. speechiess mes-
sages: A HMER.

(2] ducats ['daka): A ETH &,

(3] catch him on the hip; MEMANEHA. X TRIEFE N HEERE, Mad
FREREDHE,
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(4] [leed fat the ancient grudge: RB A RBIBENE
B feed fat: “IWERIE", F@EH “FEHKL".
[5) cursed be my tribe: MILWIEBEZHKER (=

may my tribe be cursed).
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ey, said, “Shylock, do you hear? will you lend the
money?”

To this question the Jew replied, “Signior' '’ An-
tonio, on the Rialto many a time and often'?’ you
have railed at me about my monies and my usuries,
and I have borne it with a patient shrug, for suffer-
ance is the badge'”’ of all our tribe; and then you have
called me unbeliever, cut-throat dog , and spit upon
my Jewish garments, and spurned at me with your
foot, as if | was a cur. Well then, it now appears
you need my help; and you come to me, and say,
Shylock , lend me monies."''Has a dog money? Is it
possible a cur should lend three thousand ducats? Shall
I bend low and say, Fair sir, you spit upon me on
Wednesday last, another time you called me dog, and
for these courtesies | am to lend you monies.”

Antonio replied, “I am as like to'”’ call you so
again, to spit on you again, and spurn you too. If
you will lend me this money, lend it not to me as to a
friend, but rather lend it to me as to an enemy, that,
if 1 break, you may with better face'®’ exact the pen-
alty.”

“Why, look you,” said Shylock, “how you
storm! 1 would be friends with you, and have your

211 signior ['sinjo:]: Kk (Y FHIEW mister 2 wir). BEXHIF.
{21 many atime and often: KB R TIMAES, BF LR many a time
Moften ®EHE- &,
(3] badge: $&; 506 ( =a disunguishing sign) .
L4) monies: & 8 = moneys, BMTEH A B Momoney, PR T B A E,
. 8 .
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fE pecuniary sums (#XHI) 8. H148): A young man was charged with
stealing from George 30 dollurs, his moneys. — MERABEES T
FrRARBE=1{ 7.
15] lamasliketo =1 am as likely as before to. likely to, £ 4,
{61 with better face= with better appearance = with less appear-
ance of severity or cruetty { = your face will look better). WfEAE RF
B B AT AR, A AR LR B .
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love. I will forget the shames you have put upon me.
I will supply your wants, and take no interest for my
money.

This seemingly kind offer greatly surprised Anto-
nio; and then Shylock, still pretending kindness,
and that all he did was to gain Antonio’s love, again
said he would lend him the three thousand ducats,
and take no interest for his money; only Antonio
should go with him to a lawyer, and there sign in
merry sport'’’ a bond, that if he did not repay the
money by a certain day, he would forfeit'*’ a pound of
flesh, to be cut off from any part of his body that
Shylock pleased.

“Content,"*’” said Antonio, “I will sign to this
bond, and say there is much kindness in the Jew.”

Bassanio said Antonio should not sign to such a
bond for him; but still Antonio insisted that he would
sign it, for that'*’ before the day of payment came,
his ships would return laden with many times the value
of the money.

Shylock, hearing this debate, exclaimed, “O,
father Abraham,"*’ what suspicious people these Chr-
istians are! Their own hard dealings teach them to
suspect the thoughts of others. I pray you tell me
this, Bassanio: if he should break his day,"*’ what

[ 1} in merry spori = in a jesting manner.
(271 fodeit: HEHAMET ( =lose the right 10) .

i3] content; P {=1am conem; [ agreed o the management }.,

<10 -
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[41 for that = for.

{5) father Abraham ['eibrohsem): 8 {IH 29+ 8tk
), FEFERMEKAMNEE. fathe (EEBEY).
Mk, LERKEMNHHE.

(6] break his day; @M BIHAERT M.
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should 1 gain by the exaction of the forfeiture''’? A
pound of man’s flesh, taken from a man , is not so
estimable,"?’ nor profitable neither, as the flesh of
mutton or beef.'>’ I say, to buy his favour | offer this
{riendship: if he will take it, so; if not, adieu.”

At last, against the advice of Bassanio, who,
notwithstanding all the Jew had said of his kind inten-
tions, did not like his {riend should run the hazard of

" this shocking penalty for his sake, Antonio signed the
hond, thinking it really was (as the Jew said) merely
n sport.

The rich heiress that Bassanio wished to marry
lived near Venice, at a place called Belmont'*’: her
name was Portia,'”’ and in the graces of her person
and her mind she was nothing inferior to that Portia,
of whom we read, who was Cato'*”s daughter, and
the wife of Brutus.'”’

Bassanio being so kindly supplied with money by
his friend Antonio, at the hazard of his life, set out
for Belmont with a splendid train, ®’ and attended by a
gentleman of the name of Gratiano."®’

Bassanio proving successful in his suit, Portia in
a short time consented to accept of him for a

1] forfeiture: Fig; BHWH.
£2) estimable: HME { = valuable).
(33 the flesh of mutton or beef = the flesh of a sheep or of an ox. F it 7% E
F, mutton ¥ (SHHER), beef E (SH$H).
£41 Belmont ['belmont);: W R%M .
L 12
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(51 Poria {'polis]: SIAEN .
(61 Cato ('keitaul): HLE (AIEART95—46), BHFE R, B3

£, EA,
(7] Brutus {'brunas): $EIEH (AITAT 85, —42), PEOHEBE.

(8] splendid train: splendid. K EEMAT; twain, RITAR,
(971 Gratiano {'grafi'amen): B ETHRE,
. 13 -



husband.'"’

‘Bassanio confessed to Portia that he had no for-
tune, and that his high birth and noble ancestry was
all that he could boast of ; she, who loved him for his
worthy qualities, and had riches enough not to regard
wealth in a husband, answered with a graceful modes-
ty, that she would wish herself a thousand times more
fair, and ten thousand times more rich, to be more
worthy of him; and then the accomplished Portia
prettily dispraised herself, and said she was an unless-
oned'”’ girl, unschooled, unpractised, yet not so old
but that she could learn, ' and that she would commit
her gentle spirit to be directed and governed by him in
all things; and she said, “Myself and what is mine,
to you and yours is now converted.*’ But yesterday,
Bassanio, 1 was the lady of this fair mansion, queen
of myself, and mistress over these servants; and now
this house, these servants, and myself, are yours,
my lord; 1 give them with this ring.” presenting a
ring to Bassanio.

Bassanio was so overpowered with gratitude and
wonder at the gracious manner in which the rich and
noble Portia accepted of a man of his humble fortunes,
that he could not express his joy and reverence to the
dear lady who so honoured him, by anything but bro-

L1} aceept of him for a husband: accept G | of, XFEMEYsHE, &5
R ESHWEE . accept of = 1o receive with [avour,
(27 unlessoned = untaught.

<14 -
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[3) notsoold but thatlearn: PRBB/AIIFAIEET (=

not so old that she could not learn) . but that = that--nor.

(43 Myself and what is mine, to you and yaurs is now convert-
od: RMBRIGAHN 1, HABBIHEN T (= Myself and what

is mine, is now converted ta you snd yours) .
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