.....

KING LEAR

s w2 W e 2k




¥F R X
KING LEAR

# OE OUEBE EE
KiEHl:. PRE

*

WWXZ R, 27
(K HH BN 675 #E%. 410006)
HHEHERESRE  HHEN LR R
19994 9 A1 AR 2001481 A% 2 BSE 1 KEDRY
FrA. 850X 1168 1/32 EIF:. 1.75
FW: 30,000 EI¥: 10,001—18,000
ISBN7—5404—2105—3
G-113 EH: 3.10¢
FHRERE, BEBSENLHEHKEN S




POPULAR LITERATURE IN ENGLISH
Vol. 11

KING LEAR
(A Bilingual Edition)

by
Charles Lamb

With Translation and Notes
by
Xiao Qian Wen Jie-ruo

® OB OXEE #E

BiE &% KA

I/ AEHK

HRE ALFA FAE I O+ Hk#
W FHE

Hunan Literature and Art Publishing Fé%e
Changsha



KING LEAR'"’

Lear, king of Britain, had three daughters;
Goneril, *’ wife to the duke of Albany'’’; Regan,'*’
wife to the duke of Cornwall'®’; and Cordelia,'®’ a
young maid, for whose love the king of France and
duke of Burgundy'’’ were joint suitors, *’and. were at
this time making stay for that purpose in the court of
Lear.

The old king, worn out with'’’ age and the fa-
tigues of government, he being more than fourscore'”
years old, determined to take no further part
in state affairs, but to leave the management to

(1) Lear [Yio): Z/R.

t2) Goneril ('gonoril): B4 HE/K,
{3)- Albany ('slboni): BAEE .,
(4) Regan ['riigon): BB,

(5) Cornwall |'komwal): /R,
(6) Cordelia (ko:'ditlia): 2%k F|1¥ .
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(7) Burgundy ('ba:gendi): #R%.

(8) joint suitors = they sought to marry Cordeila and were
therefore rivals. joint suitors & king of France I duke of Burgundy
HIRIE

(9) worn out with= tired out with.

(10) fourscore = eighty. score= twenty.
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younger strengths, that he might'' have time to pre-
pare for death, which must at no long period'’’ en-
sue. With this intent he called his three daughters to
him, to know from their own lips which of them
loved him best, that he might part his kingdom
among them in such proportions as their affection for
him should seem to deserve.

Goneril, the eldest, declared that she loved her
father more than words could give out,"*’ that he was
dearer to her than the light of her own eyes, dearer
than life and liberty, with a deal of'*’such professing
stuff,"*’ which is easy to counterfeit where there is no
real love, only a few fine words delivered with confi-
dence being wanted in that case. The king, delighted
to hear from her own mouth this assurance of her
love, and thinking truly that her heart went with
it,'*’in a fit of fatherly fondness bestowed upon her
and her husband one third of his ample kingdom.

Then calling to him his second daughter, he de-
manded what she had to say. Regan, who was made
of the same hollow metal'’’ as her sister, was not a
whit behind'®*’in her professions, but rather declared
that what her sister had spoken came short of the love
which she professed to bear for his highness; inso-

(1) that-might=in order that---might.

12} at no long period = with a short period.

{3) giveout: ®IX (=represent; express).

(4) adeal of = a great deal of; a lot of.

{5) professing stuff: T F I/ (= words that were all profession on pretence;
insincere utterance), stuff= nonsense,
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{6) thinking truly that her heart went with it---:
truly & &35, #8718 thinking.

(7) hollow metal: BPyHI A H ( = insincere sub-
stance; deceitful es-sence), X B 18§ Regan fl Goneril —#
BREZEE, 18K,

{8) nota whit behind :—-},{iﬂi.*%(fxﬁx at_all inferior)

. 5



much that''’ she found all other joys dead, in compar-
ison with the pleasure which she took in the love of
her dear king and father.

Lear blessed himself'*’in having such loving chil-
dren, as he thought; and could do no less, after the
handsome assurances which Regan had made, than
bestow a third of his kingdom upon her and her hus-
band, equal in size to that which he had already given
away to Goneril.

Then turning to his youngest daughter Cordeila,
whom he called his joy, he asked what she had to
say, thinking no doubt that she would glad his ears'*’
with the same loving speeches which her sisters had
uttered, or rather that her expressions would be so
much stronger than theirs, as she had always been his
darling, and favoured by him above either of them.
But Cordelia, disgusted with the flattery of her sis-
ters, whose hearts she knew were far from their lips,
and seeing that all their coaxing speeches were only in-
tended to wheedle the old king out of'*’his dominions,
that"*’they and their husbands might reign in his life-
time, made no other reply but this, —that she loved
his majesty according to her duty, neither more nor
less.

The king, shocked with this appearance of in-
gratitude in his favourite child, desired her to consider

(1) insomuch that= to such an extent that.
{2) blessed himself = thought himself very fortunate; congratulated himself.
(3) glad his ears= gladen (please) his ears.
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(4) wheedle the old king out of = coex the old king to give
up.
(5) that=in order that.
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her words, and to mend her speech, lest it should
mar her fortunes.

Cordelia then told her father, that he was her fa-
ther, that he had given her breeding,''’ and loved
her; that she returned those duties back as was most
fit, and did obey him, love him, and most honour
him. But that'’’ she could not frame her mouth to
such large speeches'’’ as her sisters had done, or
promise to love nothing else in the world. Why had
her sisters husbands, if (as they said) they had no
love for anything but their father? If she should ever
wed, she was sure the lord to whom she gave her
hand"*’ would want half her love, half of her care and
duty: she should never marry like her sisters, to love
her father all.**’

Cordelia, who in earnest loved her old father
even almost as extravagantly'®’as her sisters pretended
to do, would have plainly told him so at any other
time, in more daughter-like and loving terms, and
without these qualifications, which did indeed sound a
little ungracious; but after the crafty flattering
speeches of her sisters, which she had seen drawn
such extravagant rewards, she thought the
handsomest'”’ thing she could do was to love and be si-
lent. This put her affection out of suspicion of mer-

(1) had given her breeding = had brought her up.
(2) but that=but she told her father that.

(31 large speeches = extravagent words.

(4) gave her hand: &% (= married),
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{51 tolove her father all = if she is to love her father exclu-
sively.
(6) extravagantly = unreasonably.

(7) handsomest = most handsome.
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cenary ends''’ and showed that she loved, but not
for gain; and that her professions, the less
ostentatious' >’ , they were, had so much the more of
truth and sincerity than her sisters’.

This plainness of speech, which Lear called
pride, so enraged the old monarch—who in his best
of times always showed much of spleen'*’ and rash-
ness, and in whom the dotage incident to old age had
so clouded over his reason, that he could not discern
truth from flattery, nor a gay painted speech from
words that came from the heart—that in a fury of re-
sentment he retracted the third part of his kingdom
which yet remained, and which he had reserved for
Cordelia, and gave it away from her, sharing it
equally between her two sisters and their husbands,
the dukes of Albany and Cornwall; whom he now
called to him, and in presence of all his courtiers be-
stowing a coronet between them, invested them joint-
ly with all the power, revenue, and execution of gov-
ernment, only retaining to himself the name of king;
all the rest of royalty he resigned; with this reserva-
tion, that'*’himself, with a hundred knights for his
attendants, was to be maintained by monthly cours-
e"*’in each of his daughters’ palaces in turn.

So preposterous'®’ a disposal of his kingdom, so

[ 1) mercensry ends= aiming at reward.
(2} ostentatious = showy.
{3) spleen=ill-humour; peevishness.

(4) that: that B9%E4TiE& this reservation.
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{5) by monthly course= for periods of a month at a
time; every month alternately.

{6) preposterous: pre (BJ) + post (J§) + erous
(RERBER)=WEFE, 518K stupid 2 &,
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little guided by reason, and so much by passion,
filled all his courtiers with astonishment and sorrow;
but none of them had the courage to interpose between
this incensed king and his wrath''’, except the earl of
Kent, who was beginning to speak a good word for
Cordelia, when the passionate Lear on pain of
death’’’ commanded him to desist; but the good Kent
was not so to be repelled. He had been ever loyal to
Lear, whom he had honoured as a king, loved as a
father, followed as a master; and he had never ex-
teemed his life further than as a pawn to wage'”’
against his royal master’s enemies, nor feared to lose it
when Lear’s safety was the motive; nor now that
Lear was most his own enemy, did this faithful ser-
vant of the king forget his old principles, but manfully
opposed Lear, to do Lear good'*’; and was unman-
nerly only because Lear was mad. He had been a most
faithful counsellor in times past to the king, and he
besought him now, that he would see with his eyes'’’
(as he had done in many weighty matters), and go by
his advice still; and in his best consideration recall this
hideous rashness: for he would answer with his life,
his judgment that'®’ Lear’s youngest daughter did
not love him least, nor were those empty -hearted

{1) his wrath (ro®) = the object of his wrath, Cordelia.

{2) on pain of death: B FE A FE (= on penalty of death; at the risk of being
sentenced to death) .

(3) asapawn to wage: as= like. to wage= 10 contend; to struggle.
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(4] todo Lear good: X T ZE/RKEF. (=1or the benefit
of Lear),

{5) he would see with his eyes:he= the king. his = kent’s.

{6) for he would answer with his life, his judgement

that:* ;answer ) H & his judgement.
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whose low sound gave no token of hollowness.'"’
When power bowed to flattery, honour was bound to
plainness. For Lear’s threats, what could he do to
him, whose life was already at his service? That
should not hinder duty from speaking.

The honest freedom of this good earl of Kent only
stirred up the king’s wrath the more, and like a fran-
tic patient who kills his physician, and loves his mor-
tal disease, he banished this true servant, and allot-
ted him but five days to make his preparations for dep-
arture; but if on the sixth his hated person was found
within the realm of Britain, that moment was to be
his death. And Kent bade farewell to the king, and
said, that since he chose to show himself in such fash-
ion, it was but banishment to stay there; and before
he went, he recommended Cordelia to the protection
of the gods, the maid who had so rightly thought,
and so discreetly spoken; and only wished that her
sisters’ large speeches might be answered' >’ with deeds
of love; and then he went, as he said, to shape his
old course to a new country."*’

The king of France and duke of Burgundy were
now called in to hear the determination of Lear about
his youngest daughter, and to know whether they
would persist in their courtship to Cordelia, now that
she was under her father’s displeasure, and had no

(1) that Lear’s--hollowness: (a) XEZi@M4H), % judgement B [F1iB.
(b) those £ nor were--- hollowness #) £ 18, nor were-- empty-hearted & H i§ & .
(c) whose low sound gave no token of hollowness & Ei5 M H], BN those,
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(2) answered = followed.

{3) to shape his old course to a new country: B — % B #
%, BUBBBHEITE (= to behave in the same old way in a new
country)
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